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PREFACE.

A sage has truly said “Of the making of books there is no end.” And it is well, for
though in literature, as in society, the wheat and the chaff are intermingled in promiscuous
confusion, and careful selection and winnowing are necessary to obtain the pure bread of life,
yet the “survival of the fittest obtains,” and upon the bookshelves of the world’s libraries lie the
crystallized brain and deeds of the centuries. It is the province of the historian to gather up the
records of the onward march of human progress, and through the “art preservative” transmit
them, condensed in convenient form for future use, to the coming ages. “History is a faith-
ful narration of facts of yesterday, registered upon time’s leaf of to-day, to be turned over to-
morrow.”’

In the incipient stages of settlement in all countries, when civilization is in its birth
throes, existence is little else but a struggle for food and raiment and shelter. The heroes who
brave the dangers and hardships of frontier life little conceive, while they are waging the un-
even contest with Nature in sowing the seed of a mighty nation or commonwealth, that the
commonplace every day transactions of their lives will to their great grandchildren be matters
of transcendant import, as drops forming the rivulet upon which their ancestral barques
floated down the ever swelling stream of time toward an unfathomable eternity. And did those
conquerors of the wilderness and its hordes of primeval inhabitants, the wild beasts and wilder-
men, understand the value of their acts to future generations; their brawny hands are wont to
wield the ax and the plow rather than the pen. Thus the years that witness the early improve-
ments of any country march silently into the sepulcher of the entombed cycles of the past with
their events unregistered, save as they linger in the memories of the participants, By and by,
when the haunts of the savage have been converted into fields of golden grain; his wigwam has
given place to the stately mansion; the bark canoe to the floating steam palace, and transporta-
tion and traffic lifted, by wings of steam and electricity, from the back of the red man’s
pony, then the grandchildren of those patriarchs open their eyes in wonder at the marvelous
changes wrought, and inquire wherefore? It is then the historian steps upon the scene and
endeavors to rescue from oblivion the pioneers and their labors which have made the “wilder-
ness blossom as therose.”” His task is neither an easy nor enviable one. To gather up the
scattered fragments and forge them into a continuous, harmonious narrative with no “missing
link ” requires much careful research and arduous labor.

Two hundred and seven years will have elapsed on the 25th of this coming June since
the Territory now embraced within the boundaries of Peoria county was first visited by white
man; a century has intervened since the French colony was planted on the site of Peoria City,
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and more than three score years have passed since the first American settlement was made.
In the absence of any diary of consecutive events and incidents, an effort to resurrect and
embody all the matters of historical interest must of necessity be attended with great difficulty.
Many months of zealous labor have been devoted to this end, culminating in this volume, and
the publishers hope and confidently believe this History will be found comparatively free from
errors, and containing much that will render it highly prized as a reference book and a keep~
sake to the inhabitants of Peoria county.

The State and Territorial History was revised and a considerable portion of it written
especially for this volume. The abstracts of State Laws were prepared by one of Peoria’s
leading Attorneys for the book, with great care and labor, and will be found reliable and useful
to the farmer and business man. The War Record is a feature upon which considerable work
was expended, and will prove an heirloom to the friends of the boys who fought in blue. No
pains have been spared in the compilation of the History of Peoria county and City to have it
embody a comprehensive narrative of the establishment, growth and present status of the multi-
tudinous financial, social and religious enterprises of this great commonwealth. The aim has
been in the biographical feature to avoid fulsome eulogium, and present a plain condensed
statement of facts.

The publishers tender their grateful acknowledgements and heartfelt thanks to the
friends, too numerous to name, who have in many ways aided and encouraged the progress and
completion of the enterprise. Most loyally and generously have the representative men and
women of the county and city, responded when solicited for facts and data necessary to em-
‘body in the History; and to them, including the members of the Press, and the patrons who

have given it substantial encouragement, and to their posterity the work is respectfully dedicated
by the Publishers, JOHNSON & CO.
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PART 1.

THE

NORTHWEST THERRITORY.

CHAPTER L

DISCOVERY OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.

De Soto—Le Caron—Samuel de Champlain—French Adventurers—James Marquette—Louis Joliet—Embarkation
to Explore New Countries—Lake Michigan and Green Bay—The ‘‘ Ouisconsin—Indian Accounts of the
Country—Discovering the Great River—Indian Name of the River—Joy of the Explorers—Interview with
Indians on Jowa Soil—Feast—Speech of an Indian Chief—The Des Moines River—'“Muddy Water”—The
Arkansas—Return—Indian Nations—Marquette’s Record—His Subsequent Voyage—La Vantum-—DMarquette’s
Death—Removal of His Remains—Joliet’s Subsequent Explorations—Robert La Salle—Louis Hennepin—
Chevalier de Tonti—De La Motte—Fort Crevecccur—Hennepin's Voyage—Falls of St. Anthony—Seur de
Luth—Hennepin’s Claims as an Explorer—Colonization of Louisiana—Dissensions—Murder of La Salle.

The three great colonizing powers of the Old World first to raise the standard of
civilization within the limits of North America were France, England, and Spain. The
French made their earliest settlements in the cold and inhospitable regions of Quebec ;
the English at Jamestown, Virginia, and at Plymouth, Massachusetts ; and the Spaniards
on the barren sands of Florida. To the French belongs the honor of discovering and
colonizing that portion of our country known as the Valley of the Mississippi, including
all that magnificent region watered by the tributaries of the Great River. It is true that
more than one hundred years earlier (1638-41) the Spanish explorer, De Soto, had landed
on the coast of Florida, penetrated the everglades and unbroken forests of the South,
finally reaching the banks of the Great River, probably near where the city of Memphis
now stands. Crossing the river, he and his companions pursued their journey for some
distance along the west bank, thence to the Ozark Mountains and the Hot Springs of
Arkansas, and returning to the place of his death on the banks of the Mississippl. It
was a perilous expedition indeed, characterized by all the splendor, romance and valor
which usually attended Spanish adventurers of that age. De Soto and his companions
were the first Eurcpeans to behold the waters of the Mississippi, but the expedition was
a failure so far as related to colonization. The requiem chanted by his companions as his
remains were committed to the waters of the great river he had discovered. died away
with the solemn murmurs of the stream, and the white man’s voice was not heard again
in the valley for more than a hundred years. De Soto had landed at Tampa Bay, on the
coast of Florida, with a fleet of nine vessels and seven hundred men. More than half
of them died, and the remainder made their way to Cuba, and finally back to Spain.

Four years before the pilgrims * moored their bark on the wild New England shore,”
a French Franciscan, named Le Caron, penetrated the region of the great lakes of the
North, then the homes of the Iroquois and the Hurons, but a French settlement had been
established at Quebec, by Samuel de Champlain, in 1608. This was followed by the

2
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establishment of various colonies in Canada, and the hardy French adventurers penetra-
ted the country by the way of the St. Lawrence and the lakes. In 1625 a number of
missionaries of the Society of Jesus arrived in Canada from France, and during the
succeeding forty years extended their missions all along the shores of Lake Superior.

In 1637 a child was born at the little city of Laon, in France, whose destiny it was
in the fullness of time to be instrumental in the hands of Providence in giving to the
world a definite knowledge of the grandest and most fertile region ever opened up to
civilization. That child was James Marquette, the descendant of a family of Celtic nobles.
He entered the Society of Jesus when seventeen years of age, and soon conceived a desire
to engage in the labors of a missionary among the Indians. He sailed for Quebecin 1666,
and two years later founded the mission of Sault Ste. Marie at the Falls of St. Mary.
The Winter of 1669-70 he spent at Point St. Ignatius, where he established another
mission. Here the old town of Michillimackinac, afterward called Mackinaw, was
founded. It was from Indians of the different tribes who came to this mission that he
received some vague intimations of the great river—the father of all the rivers. He at
once conceived a desire to penetrate to the banks of the wonderful river, and carry his
missionary work to the tribes which he had learned inhabited its borders. He applied to
his superior, Claude Dablon, for permission to *seek new nations toward the Southern
sea.”” The authorities at Quebec were equally desirous of having new regions explored,
and therefore appointed Louis Joliet to embark upon a voyage of discovery. Joliet was
a native of Quebec and had been educated in a Jesuit college. He had, at the age of
eighteen, taken minor orders, but had abandoned all thoughts of the priesthood and en-
gaged in the fur trade. He was now twenty-seven years of age, with a mind ripe for
adventure. He left Quebec, and arriving at Mackinaw, found Father Marquette highly
delighted with the information that they were to be companions in a voyage which was to
extend to the domain of the King of France, as well as to carry the Gospel to new
nations of people. The explorers, accompanied by five assistants, who were French
Canadians, started on their journey May 13, 1673. Marquette has himself recorded in
the following simple language their feelings on this occasion: “We were embarking on
a voyage the character of which we could not foresee. Indian corn, with some dried meat,
was our whaqle stock of provisions. With this we set out in two bark canoes, M. Joliet,
myself and five men, firmly resolved to do all and suffer all for so glorious an enterprise.”
They coasted along the northern shore of Lake Michigan, entered Green Bay, and passed
up the Fox river, carrying their canoes across the Portage to the ¢ Ouisconsin,” now
called Wisconsin. At Lake Winnebago, before crossing the Portage, they stopped at an
Indian village, which was the furthest outpost to which Dablon and Allouez had ex-
tended their missionary work. Here they assembled the chiefs and old men of the
village and told them of the objects of the voyage. Pointing to Joliet, Father Marquette
said: ¢ My friend is an envoy of France to discover new countries, and I am an ambas-
sador from God to enlighten them with the truths of the Gospel.” The Indians furnished
two guides to conduct them to the Wisconsin river. It is related that a tribe of Indians
endeavored to dissuade them from pursuing their perilous journey by telling of desperate
and savage tribes that they would meet; that the forests and the rivers were infested
with frightful monsters ; that there were great fish in the rivers that would swallow up
men and canoes together, and of a demon who could be heard from a great distance, and
who destroyed all who approached. Unmoved by these frightful stories, Marquette,
Joliet, and their five brave assistants, launched their little canoes on the waters of the
Wisconsin, and moved slowly down the current. After a lapse of seven days, June 17th,
1673, they reached the mouth of the Wisconsin and glided into the current of the Mis-
sissippi, a few miles below the place now known as Prairie du Chien. Here, and on this
day, the eye of the white man for the first time looked upon the waters of the Upper
Mississippi. Marquette called the river “The Broad River of the Conception.” The
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Indian name is derived from the Algonquin language, one of the original tongues of the
continent. It is a compound of the words Miss:, signifying great, and Sepe, a river.

The explorers felt the most intense joy on beholding the scene presented to their
enraptured vision. Here was the great river whose waters somewhere thousands of miles
away flowed into a southern sea, and whose broad valley was the fairest and richest in
the world, but unknown to civilized man, save as an almost forgotten dream or a vague
romance. They had solved one of the great mysteries of the age in which they lived.
As they glided down the stream the bold bluffs reminded Marquette of the ¢ castled
shores of his own beautiful rivers in France.” The far-stretching prairies alternatin
with forests, on either side, were adorned in all the wild glories of June. Birds sang the
same notes that they had sung for ages amid these ¢ forests primeval,” while herds of
buffalo, deer and elk were alarmed and fled to the dense retreats of the forest or the broad
prairies beyond. Not until the 25th of June did they discover any signs of human habi-
tation. Then, about sixty leagues, as they thought, below the mouth of the Wisconsin,
at a place where they landed on the west bank of the river, they found in the sand the
foot-prints of man. Marquette and Joliet left their five companions in charge of the
canoes and journeyed away from the river, knowing that they must be near the habita-
tion of men. They followed a trail leading across a prairie clothed in the wild luxuri-
ance of Summer for a distance of about six miles, when they beheld anothker river and on
its banks an Indian village, with other villages on higher land, a mile and a half from the
first. The Indians greeted the two white strangers, as far as their ability permitted, with
a splendid ovation. They appointed four of their old men to meet the strangers in coun-
cil. Marquette could speak their language. They informed him that they were ¢ Illini
(meaning * we are men ), and presenting the calumet of peace, invited them to share
the hospitalities of their village. Marguette told them of the object of their visit, and
that they had been sent by the French, who were their friends. He told them of the
great God that the white man worshipped who was the same Great Spirit that they
adored. In answer, one of the chiefs addressed them as follows :

“I thank the Black Gown Chief (Marquette) and the Frenchman (Joliet) for
taking so much pains to come and visit us ; never has the earth been so beautiful, nor the
sun so bright as now ; never has the river been so calm, nor so free from rocks, which your
canoes have removed as they passed ; never has our tobacco had so fine a flavor, nor our
corn appeared so beautiful as we behold it to-day. Ask the Great Spirit to give us life
and health, and come ye and dwell with us.” ,

After these ceremonies the strangers were invited to a feast, an account of which is
given by Marquette. It consisted of four courses. First, there was a large wooden
bowl filled with tagmity, or Indian meal, boiled in water and seasoned with oil. The
master of cermonies, with a wooden spoon, fed the tagmity to their guests as children are
fed. The second course consisted of fish, which, after the bones were taken out, was
presented to the mouths of the strangers as food may be fed to a bird. The third course
was a preparation of dog meat, but learning that the strangers did not eat that, it was at
once removed. The fourth and final course was a piece of buffalo meat, the fattest por-
tion of which were put into the mouths of the guests.

The stream on whose banks took place this first interview between the explorers and
the untutored Indians, after parting with their guides, was the Des Moines river, and the
place of their landing was probably about where the town of Montrose is now located, in
Lee county, Iowa. One of our sweetest American poets has rendered Marquette’s nar-
rative in verse, as follows:

“Came a people
From the distant land of Wabun ;
From the farthest realms of mornin
Came the Black Robe Chief, the Prophet,
He the Priest of Prayer, the Pale-face,
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With his guides and his companions.
And the noble Hiawatha,
With his hand aloft extended,
Held aloft in sign of welcome,
Cried aloud and spoke in this wise :
¢ Beautiful is the sun, O stiangers,
When you come so far to see us;
All our town in peace awaits you ;
All our doors stand open for you;
You shall enter all our wigwams ;
For the heart’s right hand we give you.
Never bloomed the earth so gayly,
Never shone the sun so brightly,
As to-day theyshine and blossom
When you came so far to see us.’
And the Black Robe Chief made answer,
Stammered in his speech a little,
Speaking words yet unfamiliar :
‘ Peace be with you, Hiawatha,
Peace be with you and your people,
Peace of prayer, and peace of pardon,
Peace of Christ, and joy of Mary !’
Then the generous 1liawatha,
Led the strangers to his wigwam,
Seated them on skins of bison,
Seated them on skins of ermine,
Brought them food in bowls of bass-wood,
Water brought in birchen dippers,
And the calumet, the peace - pipe,
Filled and lighted for their smoking.
All the warriors of the nation,
Came to bid the strangers welcome ;
‘1t is well,’ they said, ¢ O brother,
That you came so far to see us.””

Marquette and Joliet remained at the Indian villagessix days, and were then accom-
panied to their canoes by an escort of six hundred Indians. Invitations were extended
to the strangers to renew their visit, after which the explorers embarked in their boats
and floated on down the stream, passing the sites of future great cities of the valley, and
passing the mouths of the Missouri and Obio rivers. and as far down as the mouth of the
Arkansas. Marquette named the Missowri river Pekitanoui, or ¢ Muddy Water,” on ac-
count of the now well - known character of that stream.

After extending their voyage to the mouth of the Arkansas, where they found a
village of the Arkansas tribe, they ascended the Mississippi to the mouth of the Illinois.
They ascended the latter river to its source. Along this stream they found many villages
of the Illinois, or Zllini, a large and powerful tribe, who were subdivided into five smaller
tribes — the Tamaroas, Michigamies, Kahokias, Kaskaskias, and Peorias. The country
between the Illinois and Mississippi rivers was inhabited by the three last named tribes.
The Michigamies resided in the country bordering on Lake Michigan, and the Tamaroas
occupied the territory now included in the counties of Jersey, Madison and St. Clair,
Illinois. Kaskaskia—also designated by the early explorers as * La Vantum ” and * Great
Illinois Town” was the largest of the villages, containing according to Marquette, sev-
enty-five lodges. Without the loss of a man, or any serious accident, the party reached
Green Bay in September, and reported their discoveries. Marquette made a faithful
record of what they had seen and the incidents of the voyage. That record has been
preserved. The report of Joliet was unfortunately lost by the upsetting of his canoe
while on the way to Quebec.

At the request of the Illinois Indians, Marquette soon returned and established the
mission of the Immaculate Conception at La Vantum. In the Spring of 1675, on account
of failing health, he started to return to Green Bay. While passing along the shore of
Lake Michigan, conscious that he was nearing the end of his earthly labors, he observed
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an elevated place near the mouth of a small river. He told his companions that the place
was suitable for his burial, and requested them to land. On that lonely and desolate
coast, May 18, 1675, at the age of thirty-eight, James Marquette ended his last earthly
voyage, and received burial at the hands of his devoted companions. Two years later
some Indians of the mission at Kaskaskia disinterred his remains, and conveyed them in
a box made of birch bark, with a convoy of over twenty canoes, to Mackinaw, where
they were reinterred at the mission church. The post was abandoned in 1706, and the
church burned. The place of burial was finally lost, and remained lost for two hundred
years. In May, 1876, the foundations of the old Jesuit Mission were accidentally dis-
covered on the farm of one David Murray, with a number of church relics, the moldering
remains of the great missionary and explorer, and a cross with his name inscribed upon it.

Joliet, after his return to Quebec, became again a trader with the Indians. His
services were rewarded by the French government by the gift of the Island of Anticosti,
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Little after this is known of him. He died about 1730.

The reports given of the discoveries of Marquette and Joliet, served to encourage
other adventurers to engage in the effort to extend their explorations. Robert La Salle,
a French navigator, who was born at Rouen about the year 1635, had long cherished a
project of seeking a route to China by way of the Great Lakes. Before the return of
Marquette and Joliet, he had explored Lake Ontario and visited the different Indian
tribes. In 1675 he went to France and obtained from the Government a grant to a large
tract of land about Fort Frontenac, the exclusive right of traffic with the Five Nations,
and also a patent of nobility. He laid before his Government his desire to explore the
Mississippi to its mouth, and take possession of all the regions he might visit in the name
of the King of France. His plans were warmly approved, and he was provided with the
means for carrying them into execution. In July, 1678, he returned to Fort Frontenac,
soon after established a trading house at Niagara, and visited the neighboring Indian
tribes for the purpose of collecting furs. He engaged the services of thirty mechanics
and mariners and built the first ship for the navigation of the lakes. It was called the
Griffin, and was a bark of sixty tons. Having been joined by Louis Hennepin and
Chevalier de Tonti, the latter an Indian veteran, on the Tth of August, 1679, they
launched the Griffin on Niagara river, and embarked for the valley of the Mississippi.
They crossed Lake Erie and Lake St. Clair, reaching Green Bay, September 2d. For
the purpose of relieving himself of some pressing financial obligations at Montreal, La
Salle here engaged for a time in collecting furs with which he loaded the Griffin, and
sent it in the care of a pilot and fourteen sailors on its return trip, with orders to return
immediately ; but the vessel was never heard of afterward. He waited until all hope
had vanished, and then, with Father Hennepin, Chevalier de Tonti, the Sieur de la
Motte, and about thirty followers, began again the voyage. They ascended the St.
Joseph in canoes to the portage, and carried their barks to the Kankakee, a distance of
six miles, descended the Kankakee and the Illinois until they reached an Indian village
on the latter stream, at the expansion of the same, known as Lake Peoria. The village
was situated on the west bank of the lake, and must have been passed by Marquette
and Joliet on their voyage up the river in 1673, although no mention is made of it
by them. La Salle, Hennepin, Tonti and their followers landed at Lake Peoria, January
3d, 1680. The Indians received them hospitably, and they remained with them for
several days. Here a spirit of discontent began to manifest itself among the followers of
La Salle, and fearing trouble between his men and the Indians, they crossed the river
and moved down about three miles, where they erected a fort, which La Salle named
Fort Creveceeur (heart-break) a name expressive of La Salle’s sorrow at the loss'of his
fortune by the disaster to the Griffin, and also his feelings in the fear of mutiny among
his men. The party remained here until in February, when Tonti was placed in com-
mand of the post, and Hennepin charged with a voyage of discovery to the sources of
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the Mississippi. La Salle returned on foot with three companions to Fort Frontenac for
supplies. On his arrival he learned of the certainty of the loss of the Griffin, and also
of the wreck of another vessel which had been sent with resources for him from France.

Father Hennepin, with two companions, Picard du Gay and Michel Ako, on the 29th
of February, 1680, embarked from Fort Crevecceur in a canoe down the Illinois to its
mouth, which they reached ina few days. They then turned up the Mississippi, reaching
the mouth of the Wisconsin, April 11th. Above this point no European had ever
ascended. They continued the voyage, reaching the Falls of St. Anthony, April 30th,
1680. Hennepin so named the falls in honor of his patron Saint. When they arrived
at the mouth of St. Francis river, in what is now the State of Minnesota, they traveled
along its banks a distance of 180 miles, visiting the Sioux Indians, who inhabited that
region. The river, Hennepin, so named in honor of the founder of his order. In his
account of this voyage, Hennepin claims that they were held in captivity by the Indians
for about three months, although they were treated kindly by them. At the end of this
time a band of Frenchmen, under the leadership of Seur de Luth, in pursuit of furs,
bhad penetrated to this part of the country by the way of Lake Superior. The Indians
allowed Hennepin and his companions to return with the traders. They descended the
Mississippi to the mouth of the Wisconsin, passing up that stream and down the Fox
river, and so on through Green Bay to Lake Michigan. Hennepin went to Quebec, and
thence to France, where, in 1683, he published an account of his explorations and a
description of the region of the Upper Mississippi. In 1697 (two years after La Salle’s
death) he published an enlarged work, in which he claimed that he had descended the
Mississippi to its mouth. His faithful description of the valley for a time gave him
credit for veracity, but the impossibility of reconciling his dates, and other circumstan-
ces, are by the best authorities regarded as stamping his claim false. Before the time
this work was published, as we shall see, La Salle had descended the Mississippi to its
mouth. Hennepin explained his long silence as to his exploration to the mouth of the
Mississippi, by claiming that he had feared the enmity of La Salle, who had ordered him
to follow a different course, and had also prided himself upon his own claims as being
the first European to descend the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico. Father Hennepin
died in Holland, about the year 1699.

We now return to the further adventures of the brave and intrepid La Salle. He
returned to Fort Crevecceur in the latter part of the year 1680, to find that Tonti had
been abandoned by his men, and obliged to take refuge among the Pottawattamies. He
spent another year in collecting his scattered followers, finally succeeded, and on the 6th
of February, 1682, he had reached the mouth of the Illinois. As they passed down the
Mississippi La Salle noted the different streams tributary thereto. They erected a fort
near the mouth of the Ohio, and a cabin at the first Chickasaw bluff. On the 9th of
April they entered the Gulf of Mexico. They re-ascended the river a short distance,
founded the Fort of St. Louis, took possession of the whole valley in the name of France,
and called it by the name of Louisiana, in honor of the king.

- La Salle, having accomplished much for the glory of France, now retraced his steps
northiward. After spending one year about the great lakes, actively engaged in laying
the foundations of French settlements in the new regions he had discovered, in Novem-
ber, 1683, he reached Quebec, and soon after embarked for France. The government,
with marks of great esteem, bestowed upon him a commission placing under his
authority all the French and natives of the country, from Fort St. Louis to New Biscay.
An expedition, with four vessels and 280 persons, was fitted out for the colonization of
‘Louisiana, ; it sailed August 1, 1684. Associated with La Salle, in this expedition, was
-Beaujeu, as naval commander. The mouth of the Mississippi was the objective point,
but by mistake the fleet passed on northward. When the error was discovered La Salle
desired to return, but Beaujeu persisted in advancing. Dissensions arose, and La Salle,
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with 230 colonists, disembarked. This was in February, 1685. A fortified post, which
was called Fort St. Louis, was established, and attempts made at agriculture, but without
success. Attempts were made to reach the Mississippi, which they thought near, but
failed. La Salle and his followers traversed the wilderness toward New Mexico, and in
January, 1687, by sickness and disaster, his party was reduced to thirty-seven. Some of
these, following Beaujeu’s example, revolted. La Salle, with sixteen men, then determ-
ined to reach the country of the Illinois. Two men, who had embarked their capital in
the enterprise, were bitter in their malignity toward the leader of this unsuccessful
expedition. Their feelings found some gratification in the murder of a nephew of La
Salle. The latter sought to investigate as to the death of his relative, but only shared
his fate, as one of them fired upon him from ambush, and the heroic La Salle fell, the
victim of quarrels and dissensions among his own followers. This event happened after
he had passed the basin of the Colorado and reached a branch of Trinity river, in Texas.

We have thus briefly outlined the part taken by this energetic and adventurous
explorer, in giving to civilization a knowledge of a region that was destined to constitute
the 11'(;<3hes’c and most productive portion of the American continent, if not indeed, of the
world.

CHAPTER IL

EARLY SETTLEMENTS IN THE NORTHWEST.
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As the French were the first to explore the region known as the Northwest, so they
were the first to improve the opening thus made. The earliest settlements were in that
part of the country east of the Mississippi and south of the Great Lakes, occupied
chiefly by the Illinois tribes of the Great Algonquin family of Indians. The Illinois
were divided into the Tamaroas, Michigamies, Kahokias, Kaskaskias, and Peorias, and
were sometimes designated as the Five Nations. The three last named tribes occupy
the country between the Illinois and Mississippi rivers; the Michigamies the region
bordering on Lake Michigan, and the Tamaroas, a small tribe, in the same region occu-
pied by the Kahokias, and now embraced in the counties of Jersey, Madison, and St.
Clair, in the State of Illinois. The French opened the way for colonization by the
establishment of missions among these tribes, their efforts in this direction having been
attended with great success in Canada. A mission was founded at Kaskaskia by Father
Gravier about the year 1698.  This at the time of the visit of Marquette and Joliet, in
1673, was the largest and most important of the Illinois villages, and contained seventy-
four lodges, or about fifteen hundred inhabitants. By the early explorers it was called
by the several names of ¢ Kaskaskia,” “La Vantum,” and ¢ Great Illinois Town.”
Here, in 1675, Father Marquette had attempted to Christianize the Indians by establish- -
ing the mission of the Immaculate Conception. For years it was nothing more than a
missionary station, occupied only by the Nations and the missionary. About the year
1700 missions were also established at Kahokia and Peoria, the latter being near the site
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of old Fort Crevecceur. Another of the early French settlements was at Vincennes on
the Oubache (Waba, now Wabash) river. Authorities disagree as to the date of this
settlement, but it was probably about 1702. For many years this was an isolated colony
of French emigrants from Canada, and several generations of their descendants lived and
passed away in these vast solitudes, before either they or their savage neighbors were
disturbed by the encroachments of an expanding civilization. During all this time they
had maintained friendly relations with the natives. In July, 1701, a station was estab-
lished by De la Motte on the Detroit river, called Fort Ponchartrain. While these
attempts to colonize the Northwest were in progress, similar efforts were being made by
Frauce in the Southwest, but without maintaining like friendly relations with the natives,
for in a conflict with the Chickasaws, an entire colony at Natchez was cut off. As these
settlements in the Northwest were isolated but little is known of their history prior to
1750. In this year Vivier, a missionary among the Illinois, near Fort Chartres, writes of
five French villages, with a population of eleven hundred whites, three hundred blacks,
and sixty red slaves or savages. He says there were whites, negroes and Indians, to say
nothing of half-breeds. They then raised wheat, cattle, swine and horses, and sent
pork, grain and flour to New Orleans. On the Tth of November, 1750, the same priest
writes :

“ For fifteen leagues above the mouth of the Mississippi one sees no dwellings, the
ground being too low to be habitable. Thence to New Orleans the lands are only par-
tially occupied. New Orleans contains black, white and red, not more, I think, than
twelve hundred persons. To this point come all lumber, bricks, salt beef, tallow, tar,
skins and bear’s grease ; and above all, pork and flour from the Illinois. These things
create some commerce, as forty vessels and more have come hither this year. Above
New Orleans plantations are again met with ; the most considerable is a colony of Ger-
mans some ten leagues up the river. At Point Coupee, thirty-five leagues above the
German settlement, is a fort. Along here, within five or six leagues, are not less than
sixty habitations. Fifty leagues further up is the Natchez post, where we have a garri-
son. who are kept prisoners through fear of the Chickasaws. Here and at Point Coupee
they raise excellent tobacco. Another hundred leagues brings us to the Arkansas, where
we have also a fort and a garrison for the benefit of the river traders. From the Arkansas
to the Illinois, nearly five hundred leagues, there is not a settlement. There should be,
however, a fort at the Oubache (Ohio), the only path by which the English can reach
the Mississippi. In the Illinois country are numberless mines, but no one to work them
as they deserve.”

The fame of Robert Cavelier de La Salle was not achieved alone by his explorations
of the Valley of the Mississippi, for, in 1669, four years before the discovery of the Mis-
sissippi by Marquette and Joliet, La Salle discovered the Ohio river, or La Belle Riviere
(Beautiful River), as the French called it. Being conversant with several Indian dia-
lects, he had learned from some Senecas of a river called Oho which rose in their country
and flowed a long distance to the sea. La Salle then held the belief that the river flowing
to the west emptied into the Sea of California, and longed to engage in the enterprise of
discovering a route across the continent. He obtained the approval of the Government
at Quebec, but no allowance to defray the expense. He sold his property in Canada for
two thousand eight hundred dollars, and with the proceeds purchased canoes and the
necessary supplies. With a party of twenty-four persons he embarked in seven canoes
on the St. Lawrence, July 6th, 1669. Crossing over Lake Ontario, they were conducted
by Indian guides to the Genesee, about where the city of Rochester, New York, is now
located. The enterprise did not receive the approbation of the Indians at the Seneca
village then situated on the bank of the Genesee at this point, and they refused to furn-
ish him guides to conduct him further. After a month’s delay he met an Indian
belonging to the Iroquois trjbe on Lake Ontario, who conducted them to their village,
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where they received a more friendly welcome. From the chief of the Iroquois at
Onondaga he obtained guides who conducted the party to a river south of Lake Erie.
This proved to be a tributary of the Ohio. They descended it, and thence down the
Ohio to the great falls where Louisville now stands. By virtue of this discovery the
French claimed the country along the Ohio, and many years after established military
and trading posts at different points. One of these was Fort Du Quesne, erected in 1754,
which was taken from them by the English a few years later and called Pittsburg, in
honor of Willilam Pitt, then prime minister of England.

Notwithstanding the discovery of the Ohio by the French under La Salle as early as
1669, the English claimed from the Atlantic to the Pacific on the ground that her sea-
coast discoveries entitled her to the sovereignty of all the country from ‘ sea to sea.”
In 1684, Lord Howard, Governor of Virginia, held a treaty with Indian tribes known as
the Northern Confederacy, to-wit: the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas and
Senecas. The Tuscaroras being subsequently taken in, these tribes became known as
the Six Nations, and the English assumed their protection. They purchased from them
large tracts of land and aimed to obtain a monopoly of the Indian trade. The English
government made grants of land west of the Alleghanies, and companies were formed
for their settlement. France, seeing the English obtaining a foothold by planting trading
posts in the Northwest, in 1749 sent Louis Celeron with a small force of soldiers to plant
in mounds at the mouth of the principal tributaries of the Ohio, plates of lead with the
claims of France inscribed thereon. The English, however, still continued to make
explorations and establish trading posts. One of these grants of England was to a
company known as the ‘“ Ohio Company,” and embraced a tract of land on the Great
Miami, described as being one hundred and fifty miles above its mouth. Christopher
Gist was sent by this company in 1750 to inspect their lands and to establish a trading
post. In 1752 a small party of French soldiers, assisted by Ottawas and Chippewas,
attacked this post and captured the traders after a severe battle. The English called
this post Pickawillany —the name being subsequently contracted to Pickaway or Piqua.
The location of this post was doubtless near that of the present town of Piqua, on the
Great Miami, about seventy - eight miles north of Cincinnati. Thus on the soil of what
became a part of the State of Ohio was shed the first blood between the French and
English for the possession of the Northwest.

In 1744 the English had entered into a treaty with the Six Nations at Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, by which they acquired certain lands described as being within the
“Colony of Virginia.” The Indians subsequently complained of bad faith on the part
of the English in failing to comply with some of the stipulations of the treaty. The
Governor of Virginia appointed commissioners to hear the grievances of the Indians.
They met at Logstown, on the north bank of the Ohio, about seventeen miles below
the present city of Pittsburg, in the Spring of 1752. Notwithstanding the complaint of
the Indians that the English had failed to supply them with arms and ammunition as
they had agreed, they succeeded in obtaining a confirmation of the treaty of Lancaster.

In the mean time the French were quietly preparing to maintain their claims to the
country in dispute. They provided cannon and military stores in anticipation of the
coming conflict. The French were notified to give up their posts, but they failed to
comply. Governor Dinwiddie finally determined to learn definitely their intentions, and
for this purpose selected Major George Washington, then twenty-two years of age, as a
messenger. With Christopher Gist as a guide, and four attendants or servants, Wash-
ington set out through the wilderness on his perilous journey. He held a conference
with the chiefs of the Six Nations at Logstown in November, 1753. He learned some-
thing of the condition of the French, but the Indians desired to remain neutral and were
disposed to be non-committal. Washington proceeded to Venango, where there was a
French post called Fort Machault. Here he delivered to the French Governor, Dinwid-
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die’s letter, and received the answer of St. Pierre, the commander of the fort, declining
to give up without a struggle. Preparations for war were made in all the English
colonies while the French continued to strengthen their lines of fortifications.

It will thus be seen that what is known as the French and Indian war had its origin
in this dispute about the possession of what is now one of the fairest and richest portions
of our Republic. It resulted, not only in England maintaining her right to the territory
in dispute, but in wresting Canada from France. It was a war of eight years duration,
commencing with the attack of the French and Indians on the English post at Piqua in
1752, and virtually ending with the fall of the city of Montreal in April, 1760. Ticon-
deroga, Crown Point, Niagara, and Quebec had all previously surrendered to the English,
the first two without resistance. After the fall of Montreal the Governor of Canada
signed a capitulation surrendering the whole of Canada to the English. One post, how-
ever, that of Detroit, still remained in possession of the French. Major Rogers was sent
from Montreal to demand its surrender. Beletre, the commander of the post, at first
refused, but on the 29th of November, having heard of the defeat of the French arms in
Canada, he also surrendered. September 29th, 1760, the treaty of peace between France
and England, known as the treaty of Paris, was made, but not ratified until February
10th, 1763. Meantime the Northwest territory was entirely under English rule and
settlements began to extend. The Indians who had been the friends and allies of the
French during the war were not reconciled to the English, claiming that they had not
carried out their promises. Under the famous Ottawa chief, Pontiac, they united in a
general conspiracy to cut off all the English posts on the frontier. The Chippewas,
Ottawas, Wyandots, Miamis, Shawnees, Delawares and Mingoes, buried the hatchet in
their local quarrels, and united to exterminate the English.

Owing to the treachery on the part of some of Pontiac’s followers, he failed in the
complete execution of his plans, but in May, 1763, several British posts fell, and many
whites were victims of the merciless tomahawk. In the arrangement among the Indians
it was agreed that Pontiac’s own immediate field of action was to be the garrison at
Detroit. He laid siege to the post May 12th, and continued it until October 12th. To
obtain food for his warriors during this time, he issued promissory notes, drawn upon
birch bark and signed with the figure of an otter. All these notes were faithfully
redeemed. Being unsuccessful in reducing the garrison, the tribes generally sued for
peace, but Pontiac remained as yet unsubdued. To Alexander Henry, an Englishman
who visited Michillimacinac, the next Spring, he said : ¢ Englishman, although you have
conquered the French, you have not yet conquered us. We are not your slaves! These
lakes, these woods, these mountains, were left us by our ancestors. They are our
inheritance, and we will part with them to none. Your nation supposes that we, like
the white people, can not live without bread, and pork and beef; but you ought to
know that He, the Great Spirit and Master of Life, has provided food for us upon these
broad lakes and in these mountains.”

Pontiac still entertained the hope that the French would renew the war, and finally
conquer the English, and endeavored to incite the Indians on the Miami, and in other
parts of the West, to continue hostilities. He applied, but unsuccessfully, to the French
commander at New Orleans. Being unable to unite again those who entered so eagerly
into his original conspiracy for destroying the English settlements, he went to the Illinois
country, where he made a stand, and had for a time the sympathy and co-operation
of the French fur traders in that region. Soon, however, all but his immediate followers
deserted his cause, and he then reluctantly accepted peace on the terms offered by the
English. From this time he had but little influence with the tribes. He was killed by
an Illinois Indian, while drunk, at Kahokia, in 1769. At the time of his death he was
about fifty-seven years of age.

Great Britain now held sovereignty over the entire Northwest, and to prevent
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Louisiana from also falling into the hands of the English, France by secret treaty,
in 1762, ceded it to Spain. The next year the treaty of Paris formally gave to England
possession of the Northwestern Territory. The English now began to prepare for settle-
ment and occupation of the country. In 1770 persons from Virginia and other British
provinces took up the valuable lands on the Monongahela and along the Ohio to the
mouth of the Little Kanawa. In October of the same year, George Washington with a
party descended the Ohio from Pittsburg to the Kanawa, which last named stream they
ascended about fourteen miles, and marked out several large tracts of land. Buffalo
were then abundant in the Ohio valley, and several of them were shot by Washington’s
party. Pittsburg was then a village of twenty houses, the inhabitants being mostly
Indian traders.

The British government was inclined to observe a liberal policy toward the French
settlers in the West. In 1763 the king, by royal proclamation, had forbidden his subjects
from making settlements beyond the sources of the rivers which fall into the Atlantic ;
but his subjects in the colonies were little disposed to observe this restriction. Finally,
in 1774, Governor Dunmore, of Virginia, began to encourage emigration to the West.
A number of settlements were made in the Ohio valley, the settlers often coming in
conflict with the Indians. Several battles were fought, ending in the battle of Kanawa,
in July, when the Indians were defeated and driven across the Ohio. During the years
following, up to 1776, several land companies were formed, and engaged in extensive
operations. One, called the ¢ Illinois Land Company,” obtained from the Indians large
tracts of land on the Mississippi river, south of the Illinois. An association, styling
itself the ¢ Wabash Land Company,” obtained a deed from eleven chiefs to 37,497,600
acres of land. The War of the Revolution interfered with these and many other similar
schemes of speculation. The parties interested subsequently made efforts to have these
land grants sanctioned by Congress, but did not succeed.

In 1771, according to the best information we have, Kaskaskia contained eighty
houses, and nearly one thousand inhabitants, white and black. Kahokia contained fifty
houses, with three hundred white inhabitants, and eighty negroes. There were a few
families at Prairie du Rocher, on the Mississippi river, opposite St. Louis. At Detroit,
there were, in 1766, about one hundred houses. This place was founded by Antoine de
la Motte Cadillac, in 1701, and is the oldest town in the Northwest.

When the War of the Revolution commenced the British held Kaskaskia, Kahokia,
Vincennes, Detroit, and other important posts in the West. Col. George Rogers Clark,
a master spirit of the frontier, who was familiar with all the important movements of
the British in the West, and also with the disposition of the Indians, formed a plan
unequaled in boldness, for subjugating these posts.  He repaired to the capital of Vir-
ginia, Patrick Henry being then Governor, and presented to the authorities his plan of
operations, which was approved by Governor Henry. He was accordingly furnished
with two sets of instructions—one secret and the other open. His open instructions
authorized him to enlist seven companies to go to Kentucky, subject to his orders, and
serve three months from their arrival in the West. The secret order authorized him to
arm and equip his troops at Pittsburg, and proceed to subjugate the country. Col. Clark
succeeded in raising but three companies, but with these and a few private volunteers,
he descended the Ohio as far as the falls, in the Spring of 1777. Here he fortified a
small island, known as Corn Island, and then announced to his men their real destina-
tion. Leaving a small garrison, on the 24th of June, during a total eclipse of the sun,
he moved down the river. Under a burning July sun, with his chosen band, he marched
to Kaskaskia, reaching that post on the evening of July 4th. Without the loss of a man
on either side the fort and village were captured. He easily induced the Indians to give
their allegiance to the American cause. They accompanied him to Kahokia on the 6th,
and through their influence the inhabitants of that place surrendered without resistance.
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The priest at Kaskaskia, M. Gibault, hastily joined in rendering all the aid he could to
forward the purposes of Clark. He established a government for the colonies he had
taken, and then made ready to march upon St. Vincent, or Vincennes, as it is more com-
monly known. But Gibault offered to go alone and induce the post on the ¢ Oubache
to throw off the authority of England. Clark accepted the offer, and on the 14th of
July Gibault started on his mission. On the 1st of August he returned, with intelli-
gence of entire success, the garrison at Vincennes having taken the oath of allegiance to
Virginia. Col. Clark placed garrisons at Kaskaskia, and Kahokia, and sent orders for
the erection of a fort at the Falls of the Ohio, where the City of Louisville now stands.
He also sent Rocheblave, the former commander of Kaskaskia, a prisoner of war to
Richmond. The county of Illinois was established in October of the same year, by the
Legislature of Virginia. John Todd was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel and acting gov-
ernor. Courts were established, and the colony was provided with a government com-
plete. The Indians acknowledged allegiance to the new government.

While Col. Clark was arranging for the government of the Illinois colonies, the
British Governor, Hamilton, was planning an expedition to move from Detroit down the
Wabash to Vincennes, intending to recapture the posts which had surrendered to Clark,
and thence extend his operations to Kentucky. He knew nothing of the capitulation of
Vincennes until his arrival, when he found the fort in command of Capt. Helm, who
had been sent by Col. Clark to take charge of the garrison. Hamilton demanded the
surrender of the fort, and being granted the rights of a prisoner of war, Capt. Helm
surrendered to a superior force. On the 29th of January, 1779, Clark received intelli-
gence of what had transpired at Vincennes, and of the intended operations of Hamilton.
Having sufficiently garrisoned Kaskaskia and Kahokia, and dispatched a force down the
Mississippi to ascend the Ohio and operate with the land forces in that direction, on the
5th of February he set out himself with one hundred and twenty men on his hard march
to Vincennes. He reached the fort on the 22d, and was joined by the remainder of his
command, which had come by water. He immediately commenced his attack on the fort,
and on the 25th Gov. Hamilton surrendered. He wassent as a prisoner of war to Virginia,
where he was kept in close confinement, and thus failed to accomplish his purpose of
uniting the Indian tribes against the Americans. All the important posts in the North-
west, except Detroit, were now in the hands of the Americans. Had Clark received
reinforcements, which had been promised, he would doubtless have captured Detroit
also; but Virginia and the other colonial governments at this time doubtless had all they
could do to attend to the operations of the war east of the Alleghanies. The Legis-
lature of Virginia passed resolutions complimenting Col. Clark and his men, and in 1781
he was promoted to the rank of general. Previous to this he had taken part with Steuben
against Arnold, when the latter invaded Virginia, in 1780. Subsequently, Virginia gave
to Gen. Clark and his men one hundred and fifty thousand acres of land, wherever they
might choose to locate it, north of the Ohio. They made selection of a tract opposite
the Falls of Ohio, between New Albany and Jeffersonville, Indiana. Gen. Clark died
near Louisville, Kentucky, February 13, 1808. '

The years 1781 and 1782 were dark years in the history of the infant settlements of the
Northwest, in consequence of the many outrages practiced by the Indians. Many deeds
of cruelty were committed under the leadership of the outlaw, Simon Girty, occurring
chiefly in the Ohio Valley. Several battles between the Indians and frontiersmen occurred
north of the Ohio, while in Kentucky the famous Daniel Boone and his companions were
engaged in protecting the frontier outposts. ' '

In 1783 the treaty of peace, which ended the Revolutionary struggle, was concluded,
and by its terms the boundaries of the West were defined as follows: On the north, to
extend along the center of the Great Lakes; from the western point of Lake Superior
to Long Lake; thence to the Lake of the Woods; thence to the head of the Mississippi
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river, down its center to the 31st parallel of latitude ; thence on that line east to the
head of Appalachicola river, down its center to the Junctxon with the Flint; thence
straight to the head of St. Mary’s river; and thence down along its center to the
Atlantic Ocean.

For some time after the cessation of hostilities, General Haldimand, the British
commander at Detroit, refused to evacuate, on the ground, as he claimed, that his king
had not ordered him to do so. It shortly, however, passed under the control of the United
States, and so remained, except when held by the British, through the surrender of Gen.
Hull, for a few weeks in August and September, 1812.

The war of independence had been fought and gained, and England, as we have
seen, had renounced her claim to the Northwest, but the Indian title was not yet extin-
guished. From 1783 to 1786 various treaties were made, by which the Indians relin-
quished their title to extensive tracts of territory. The individual States also held claims
to the territory surrendered by Great Britain, and acts of cession were necessary to vest
the title to the soil in United States; but of this we shall treat more fully in another
place. In 1779 Virginia had passed her “land laws,” by which grants made to settlers
were confirmed, and providing for selling the rest at forty cents per acre. Kentucky was
included in the territory of Virginia until 1792. It was originally explored by Daniel
Boone and his compeers about the year 1769. Hal‘l’OdaI)uI'ﬂ‘ was founded in 1774, and
Lexington a year or two later, when the news of the battle of Lexington was fresh in
the minds of its founders.

CHAPTER III.

NORTHWESTERN TERRITORY.

Territory held by States— Articles of Confederation — Objections of certain States — Delaw
Action of Congress — Maryland — New York — Cession of Territery by States — Ordinarc
torial Organization of the Northwest— Fort Washington —\Wm. H. lHarrison. :
American Settlement — New England Company — Gen. Rufus Putnam— fohn Ui
Founded — Treaty with Spain — Division of the Northwestern Territory — Oz
Indiana — Division of Indiana Territory — Territory of Michigan — Gov. Wm
by Fire.

At the time the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union were pend! ﬂg a
number of the States held, or claimed, large tracts of territory not now inciuded in those
States. New York, Virginia, Massachusetts. Connecticut. South (arolina, Novth Caro-
lina and Georgia, all held such territory, Virginia claimed all that vast region which
now embraces the States of Ohio. Indiana. Illinois. Michizan, Wisconsin and that part of
Minnesota east of the Mississippi river. That State had m.u‘e provision. by legislative
enactment, to dispose of her lands to settlers. Certain States. claiming that the unoccu-
pied western lands were rightfully the common property of all the Rrates, insisted on
limiting the area of those States claiming western territory. This was a subject of warm
and protmcted discussion in the adoption of the Articles of Confederation. The dele-
gates from Maryland, under instructions from the General Assembiv of that State.
deehned, in the Congress of the Confederation. to sign &he Ardcles of Confederation
until provision was made for restricting the boundaries of the States. and vesting the
soil of the western territories in the Confederation for the common benefit of all the set-
tlers. Virginia had remonstrated against this course. On the 23th of November. 1778,
the act of New Jersey for ratifying “the Articles of Confederation was presented in the
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Congress. Her delegates were directed to sign the articles * in the firm reliance that the
candor and justice of the several States will, in due time, remove as far as possible the
inequality which now exists.”” The delegation from Delaware, after having signed the
articles, on the 23d of February, 1779, presented sundry resolutions passed by the legis-
lature of that State, among which were the following:

““Resolved, That this State thinks it necessary, for the peace and safety of the States to be included in the
Union, that a moderate extent of limits should be assigned for such of those States as claim to the Mississippi or
South Sea; and that the United States in Congress assembled, should, and ought to, have the power of fixing the
western limits.

‘“Resolved, That this State consider themselves justly entitled to a right in common with the members of the
Union, to that extensive tract of country which lies westward of the frontier of the United States, the property of
which was not vested in, or granted to, private individuals at the commencement of the present war. That the same
hath been, or may be, gained from the King of Great Britain, or the native Indians, by the blood and treasure of
all, and ought, therefore, to be a common estate, to be granted out on terms beneficial to the United States.”

The same day, after the presentation of these resolutions, Congress passed the
following :

“ Resolved, That the paper laid before Congress by the delegates from Delaware, and read, be filed ; provided,
that it shall never be considered as admitting any claim by the same set up, or intended to be set up.”

Eight States voted in favor of this resolutions, and three against it.

The State of Maryland still persisting in her refusal to ratify the Articles of Con-
federation, on the 30th of October, 1779, Congress, by a vote of eight States to three,
and one being divided, passed the following :

‘ WHEREAS, The appropriation of vacant lands by the several States, during the continuance of the war, will,
in the opinion of Congress, be attended with great mischiefs: Therefore,

“Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the State of Virginia, to reconsider their late act of Assembly
for opening their land office; and that it be recommended to the said State, and all other States similarly circum-
stanced, to forbear settling or issuing warrants for unappropriated lands, or granting the same during the continu-
ance of the present war.”

On the 19th of February, 1780, the Legislature of New York passed an act au-
thorizing her delegates in Congress, for and on behalf of that State, by proper and au-
thentic acts or instruments, ‘¢ to limit and restrict the boundaries of the State in the western
parts thereof, by such line or lines, and in such manner and form, as they shall judge to
be expedient,” and providing for the cession to the United States of certain “ waste and
uncultivated >’ territory. This act was fully carried into effect by her delegates on the
1st of March, 1781.

On the 6th of September, 1780, Congress passed a resolution earnestly recommend-
ing the States having ¢ claims to the western country, to pass such laws, and give their
delegates in Congress such powers’ as might effectually remove the only obstacle to a
final ratification of the Articles of Confederation, and requesting the Legislature of
Maryland to authorize her delegates in Congress to subscribe to the articles.

On the 10th of October, 1780, a further resolution on this subject was passed by the
Congress of the Confederation, as follows:

“ Resolved, That the unappropriated lands that may be ceded or relinquished to the United States, by any parti-
cular State, pursuant to the recommendation of Congress of the 6th day of September last, shall be disposed of for
the common benefit of the United States, and be settled and formed into distinct republican States, which shall be-
come members of the Federal Union, and have the same rights of sovereignty, freedom and independence as the
other States; that each State which shall be so formed shall contain a suitable extent of territory, not less than one
hundred, nor more than one hundred and fifty miles square, or as near thereto as circumstances will admit ; that the
necessary and reasonable expenses which any particular State shall have incurred since the commencement of the
present war, in subduing any British posts, or in maintaining forts or garrisons within and for the defense, or in ac-
quiring any part of the territory that may be ceded or relinquished to the United States, shall be re-imbursed ; that
the said lands shall be granted or settled at such times, and under such regulations, as shall hereafter be agreed on
by the United States, in Congress assembled, or any nine or more of them.”
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In pursuance of the recommendation of Congress, of September 6, 1780, several
States made cessions of territory to the United States. Virginia ceded her northwestern
territory March 1, 1784, and by an act of her Legislature of December 30, 1788, agreed
to change the conditions of the act of cession of 1784, so far as to ratify the 5th article
of the ordinance of 1787, passed by Congress for the government of the territory. The
delegates in Congress from Maryland signed the Articles of Confederation at the date of
the cession of territory by New York, March 1, 1781, thus completing the confederation.

On the 23d of April, 1784, Congress passed a resolution for the government of the
territory ceded by Virginia, which was superseded by the famous ordinance of July 13,
1787, entitled ¢ An ordinance for the government of the territory of the United States
northwest of the river Ohio.” The first part of this important enactment provides for
the temporary government of the territory, and concludes with six ‘“articles of compact
between the original States and the people and States in the said territory, and forever
to remain unalterable, unless by common consent.”” The provisions of these six articles
are of such importance as to justify their insertion here in full :

“ ARTICLE 1. No person, demeaning himself in a peaceable and orderly manner
shall ever be molested on account of his mode of worship or religious sentiments, in the
said territory.

“ ART. 2. The inhabitants of the said territory shall always be entitled to the writ
of habeas corpus, and of the trial by jury; of a proportionate representation of the peo-
ple in the legislature, and of judicial proceedings according to the course of the common
law. All persons shall be bailable, unless for capital offenses, when the proof shall be
evident, or the presumption great. All fines shall be moderate, and no cruel or unusual
punishment shall be inflicted. No person shall be deprived of his liberty or property,
but by the judgment of his peers, or the law of the land, and should the public exigen-
cies make it necessary for the common preservation to take any person’s property, or to
demand his particular services, full compensation shall be made for the same. And, in
the just preservation of rights and property, it is understood and declared that no law
ought ever to be made, or have force in the said territory, that should, in any manner
whatever, interfere with or affect private contracts or engagements, bona fide, and with-
out fraud previously formed.

“ ArRT. 8. Religion, morality and knowledge being necessary to good government
and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall be forever
encouraged. The utmost good faith shall always be observed towards the Indians; their
lands and property shall never be taken from them without their consent; and in their
property, rights, and liberty, they shall never be invaded or disturbed, unless in just and
lawful wars authorized by Congress; but laws founded in justice and humanity shall,
from time to time, be made for preventing wrongs being done to them, and for preserv-
ing peace and friendship with them.

“ ART. 4. The said territory, and the States which may be formed therein, shall
forever remain a part of this confederacy of the United States of America, subject to the
Articles of Confederation, and to such alterations therein as shall be constitutionally
made; and to all the acts and ordinances of the United States, in Congress assembled, con-
formable thereto. The inhabitants and settlers in the said territory shall be subject to
pay a part of the federal debts, contracted or to be contracted, and a proportional part of
the expenses of government, to be apportioned on them by Congress, according to the
same common rule and measure by which apportionments thereof shall be made on the
other States ; and the taxes for paying their proportion shall be laid and levied by the
authority and direction of the legislatures of the district or districts, or new States, as in
the original States, within the time agreed upon by the United States, in Congress
assembled. The legislatures of those districts, or new States, shall never interfere with
the primary disposal of the soil of the United States, in Congress assembled, nor with
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any regulations Congress may find necessary, for securing the title in such soil, to the
bona fide purchasers. No tax shall be imposed on lands the property of the United
States; and in no case shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than residents.
The navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and St. Lawrence, and the carrying
places between the same, shall be common highways and forever free, as well to the
inhabitants of said territory as to the citizens of the United States, and those of any
other States that may be admitted into the Confederacy, without any tax, impost, or duty
therefor.

“ ART. 5. There shall be formed in the said territory not less than three, nor more
than five States; and the boundaries of the States, as soon as Virginia shall alter her act
of cession, and consent to the same, shall become fixed and established as follows, to-wit :
the Western States in the said territory shall be bounded by the Mississippi, the Ohio
and Wabash rivers; a direct line drawn from the Wabash and Post Vincents due north
to the territorial line between the United States and Canada, and by the said territorial
line to the Lake of the Woods and Mississippi. The Middle States shall be bounded by
the said direct line, the Wabash, from Post Vincents to the Ohio, by the Ohio, by a direct
line drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Miami to the said territorial line and by
the said territorial line. The Eastern States shall be bounded by the last-mentioned direct
line, the Ohio, Pennsylvania, aud the said territorial line ; provided, however, and it is
further understood and declared that the boundaries of these three States shall be subject
so far to be altered that if Congress shall hereafter find it expedient, they shall have
authority to form one or two States in that part of the said territory which lies north of
an east and west line drawn through the southerly bend or extreme of Lake Michigan.
And whenever any of the said States shall have sixty thousand free inhabitants therein,
such State shall be admitted, by its delegates, into the Congress of the United States on
an equal footing with the original States, in all respects whatever; and shall be at liberty
to form a permanent constitution and State government, provided the constitution and
government so to be formed shall be republican, and in conformity to the principles con-
tained in these articles, and so far as can be consistent with the general interests of the
Confederacy,such admission shall be allowed at an earlier period, and when there may be
a less number of free inhabitants in the State than sixty thousand.

“ART. 6. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said ter-
ritory, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall be duly con-
victed ; provided, always, that any person escaping into the same from whom labor or
service is lawfully claimed in any one of the original States, such {fugitive may
be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labor or services
as aforesaid.”

These articles, sometimes known as the ¢ Compact of 1787,” form the basis of the
organization of the Northwestern Territory and of the several States into which it was
subsequently divided. Although the original act of cession was adopted by Virginia in
1784, it will be seen that it was three years later before Congress agreed upon a plan of
government. The subject was one of serious and earnest discussion at various times. At
one time a motion prevailed to strike from the proposed plan the prohibition of slavery.
Another proposition was agreed to by which the territory was to be divided into States
by parallels and meridian lines, making ten States which were to be named as follows:
Sylvania, Michigania, Chersonesus, Assenisipia, Metropotamia, Illenoia, Saratoga, Wash-
ington, Polypotamia and Pelisipia. When this plan was submitted to the legislatures of
the States there were serious objections made, especially by Massachusetts and Virginia.
There were objections to the category of names, but the chief difficulty was the resolu-
tion of Congress of October 10th, 1780. which fixed the extent of each State at not less
than one hundred nor more than one hundred and fifty miles square, or as near thereto
as circumstances might admit. So the subject was again taken up in 1786, and discussed
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during that year and until July 12th, 1787, when the ordinance finally passed, as stated
above. ‘

An act of territorial organization was approved August Tth, 1789. Gen. Arthur St.
Clair was appointed Governor, and William H. Harrison Secretary. In 1788 a town had
been laid out by John Cleves Symmes at Fort Washington, and was named Losantiville,
but afterward Cincinnati. The place was settled by persons from the New England States
and from New Jersey, but did not extensively improve until after Gen. Wayne’s defeat
of the Indians in 1794. This became the seat of the new territorial government. The
election of representatives for the territory was held February 4th, 1799. As required
by the ordinance of 1787, these representatives met at the seat of the territorial govern-
ment to nominate ten persons, out of which Congress was to appoint five to serve as the
territorial council. The following persons were commissioned : Henry Vandenburg, of
Vincennes ; Robert Oliver, of Marietta ; James Findlay and Jacob Burnett, of Cincin-
nati, and David Vance, of Vanceville. The first Territorial Legislature met September
16th, 1799, and on the 24th both houses were duly organized, Henry Vandenburg being
elected president of the council. On the 13th of October the legislature elected Wm.
Henry Harrison as a delegate to Congress. He received eleven of the votes cast, being
a majority of one over his opponent, Arthur St. Clair, son of the Governor. At this ses-
sion thirty-seven acts were passed and approved. Eleven other acts were passed which
the Governor vetoed. The greater part of the legislation of the session related to the
organization of the militia and to revenue matters. The session closed December 19th,
1799. President Adams appointed Charles Willing Bryd as secretary of the territory to
succeed William Henry Harrison, elected to Congress, and the senate confirmed the nomi-
nation. James N. Varnum, S. H. Parsons and John Armstrong were appointed to the judi-
cial bench of the territory in October, 1787.

Having briefly outlined the legislation which resulted in the formation of a territo-
rial government, we return to notice some of the earlier American settlements in the
territory. As elsewhere stated, a few French settlements had been made by emigrants
from Canada and Louisiana, on the Ohio river and in the region known as the Illinois
country, but it was not until after the Virginia cession that any permanent American set-
tlements were made. Then several treaties were made with the Indians, in which they
relinquished their title to large portions of the territory. The government made several
large grants to companies and individuals, for the purpose of colonizing the country. One
of these was to a company from Massachusetts and Connecticut, called the New England
Company, of a tract lying along the Ohio and Muskingum rivers, embracing 1,500,000
acres. Here the town of Marietta was laid out, in August, 1787, at the confluence of the
Muskingum and Ohio rivers. Fort Harmar was built on the opposite, or west bank of the
Muskingum, the year before. The New England Company sent its first party of settlers
in the Spring of 1788. They consisted of eight families, and some other persons, and all
under the superintendency of Gen. Rufus Putnam. The party, after a long and weary
journey over the Alleghanies, and down the Ohio, arrived at Marietta on the Tth of
April, 1788. This little band had the honor of being the pioneers of Ohio, unless the
Moravian missionaries may be so regarded. The settlement was first known as the ¢ Mus-
kingum,” but on the 2d day of July, 1788, at a meeting of the directors and agents
of the company, the name was changed to Marietta, in honor of Marie Antoinette.

In 1786, John Cleves Symmes, of New Jersey, visited the country between the
Miamies, and being pleased with its appearance, made application to the government for
the purchase of a large tract of land, to be settled on similar conditions with those of the
New England Company. The grant was made to Symmes and his associates the follow-
ing year. Associated with Symmes, was Matthias Denman, also of New Jersey, who
located, among other tracts in the Symmes purchase, the section upon which Cincinnati
was laid out. Denman sold to Robert Patterson and Jobhn Filson, each one-third of his

3
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location, retainiug the other third himself. In August, 1788, they laid out the first por-
tion of what, in a few years, became one of the great cities of the West. Fort Washing-
ton was erected here in 1790, and was for some time the headquarters of both the civil
and military governments of the Northwestern Territory. There were but few settlers
here until after 1794, when settlers began to arrive rapidly. In July, 1815, the popula-
tion was 6,500.

In October, 1795, the treaty was signed between the United States and Spain, which
secured to the former the free navigation of the Mississippi. After this the Northwest
began to settle rapidly. During the next year settlements were made at various points
along the Miami and Scioto rivers, including those at Piqua and Chillicothe. In Septem-
ber, of the same year, the city of Cleveland was laid out.

The great extent of the Northwestern Territory, and the rapid increase of population

at the beginning of the new century, began to render the efficient action of the courts
impossible; and to remedy this evil a division of the Territory was proposed. A com-
mittee in Congress, to whom the matter had been referred, on the 3d of March, 1800,
reported in favor of two distinct territorial governments, and that the division be made
by a line beginning at the mouth of the Great Miami river, and running directiy to the
boundary line between the United States and Canada. The report was accepted, and an
act passed, which was approved May Tth, of the same year, making the division. It pro-
vided, among other things, that from and after the next 4th day of July, ¢ all that part of the
territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio river, which lies to the northward
of a line beginning at a point on the Ohio, epposite to the mouth of the Kentucky river,
and running thence to Fort Recovery, and thence north until it shall intersect the terri-
torial line between the United States and Canada, shall, for the purpose of temporary
government, constitute a separate territory, and be called the Indiana Territory.” The
same act provided, that until the Legislatures of the Territories, respectively, otherwise
ordered, Chillicothe, on the Scioto river, should be the seat of government of the Terri-
tory east of the line of division ; and that Vincennes, on the Wabash river, should be the
seat of government of the Indiana Territory. On the 3d of November, of that year, the
Territorial Legislature met at Chillicothe. William Henry Harrison was appointed Gov-
ernor of Indiana Territory, and entered upon his duties in 1801. The new Territory then
embraced all that region now comprising the States of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wis-
consin, and that part of Minnesota east of the Mississippi river. Nearly the whole of it
was at that time in the possession of the Indians. Soon after the arrival of Governor
Harrison at Vincennes, he concluded several treaties with the Indians, whereby large
grants of land were obtained from the various tribes. By a treaty made at St. Louis,
August 18th, 1804, he obtained a relinquishment of Indian title to over 51,000,000 of
acres. The year before, the government had obtained Louisiana from France, by pur-
chase, and that being divided, the ¢ District of Louisiana” (the ¢ New Northwest’’) was
annexed to Indiana Territory, thus extending Gov. Harrison’s authority over a vast domain,
occupied chiefly by savage tribes.

By an act of Congress, of January 11th, 1805, Indiana Territory was divided into two
separate governments, and the new Territory of Michigan formed. William Hull was
appointed Governor of the new Territory, and Detroit was designated as the seat of gov-
ernment. On the 80th of June the Territorial government of Michigan was to go into
operation. When Gov. Hull, and the other Territorial officers, reached Detroit, they
found the place in ruins and the inhabitants scattered. On the 11th of that month a fire
had destroyed almost every building in the place. Gov. Hull adopted a new plan
for rebuilding the town, and in population and importance it soon regained all it had
lost by the fire.

Other changes were subsequently made in the boundaries of the Western Territories,
as new States were from time to time admitted into the Union, until finally, all that vast
domain originally designated as the ‘ Northwestern Territory *” became sovereign States.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE.

Discovery of the Mouth of the Mississippi — Founding of New Orleansg— French Grant — John Law — The “ Mis-
sissippi Bubble ” — Territory West of the Mississippi — France Cedes to Spain — Spain Cedes Back to France —
France Cedes to the United States — Right to Navigate the Mississippi— Particulars of the Negotiations With
France — Extent of the Territory — Possession Taken by the United States — Division of the Territory.

That vast region of territory once known as Louisiana, came under the jurisdiction
of civilized men by the right of discovery —a right which has long been known and
recognized among civilized nations, though often necessarily followed by conquest to ren-
der it effective. For two centuries the Spaniards had navigated the Gulf of Mexico, so
far as we know, ignorant of the fact that it received the waters of one of the largest
rivers of the world. About the year 1660 the French, who had re-established them-
selves in Canada, received some information of this great river, but did not discover
its mouth until 1691, when, according to some authorities, La Salle succeeded in reach-
ing it. Iberville founded his first colony in 1699, but it did not assume importance until
1717, when the city of New Orleans was founded. In 1712 Louis XIV of France granted
to M. Crozart a charter to the whole territory of Louisiana, which was so named in honor
of the king. Under the leadership of John Law, in 1716, a company was formed in Paris and
incorporated as the ¢ Mississippi Company,”’ which purchased Louisiana from the crown.
The financial disasters in France caused by Law brought about the failure of his Missis-
sippi scheme, and the explosion of what is known in history as the ¢ Mississippi bubble.”
Louisiana was then resumed by the crown, and the commerce of the Mississippi was
declared free. The French retained possession until 1762, when they ceded it to Spain,
including the whole country to the head waters of the great river and west to the Rocky
Mountains. The jurisdiction of France, which had continued for nearly a century, thus
ended, until in 1800 Bonaparte, then first consul, induced the Spanish government to
cede it back to France. During the time that Louisiana remained a Spanish dependency,
that government claimed the exclusive right of navigating the Mississippi river. The
free navigation of that river was essential to the prosperity and commerce of the United
States. Spain then having jurisdiction also over the Floridas east of the great river, and
that river for several hundred miles flowing wholly through the Spanish diminions, the
question of its navigation south of the southern boundary of the United States became
a serious one to our government and people. The people in the western part of the
United States especially demanded the free navigation of the river as a right. But
Spanish military posts enforced the collection of duties on imports by way of the river
for the upper region. Boats descending were forced to submit to revenue exactions by
Spanish authorities. These exactions were a constant source ot trouble and disaffection,
and led to a threatening state of affairs between the United States and Spain. Spain,
however, by the treaty of Madrid, October 20, 1795, conceded to the United States the
free navigation of the river from its source to the Gulf, and also the free use of the port
of New Orleans for three years as a port of deposit.

The treaty of Madrid, however, did not quiet all troubles between the United States
and Spain. In 1802, during the administration of President Jefferson, there was some
apprehension of a war growing out of the continued disputes respecting the southwestern
boundary. These disputes had led to many difficulties between the people of the United
States and the Spanish authorities. These affairs, however, assumed a new aspect, when
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in the Spring of 1802 the Government of the United States received intelligence that,
by a secret treaty made in October, 1800, Spain had ceded Louisiana to France. At this
time Mr. Livingston was the United States Minister to France, and President Jefferson,
soon after learning of the Spanish cession to France, wrote to Mr. Livingston in refer-
ence to acquiring the right to deposit at the port of New Orleans, and other matters
which had been in dispute between the United States and Spain. In his annual message
to Congress, in December of the same year, the President alluded to the subject of the
Spanish cession to France. Conggess passed resolutions asserting the right of navigating
the Mississippi, and insisting upon the right to the use of a port or a place of deposit.
At that time it was understood in the United States that the Spanish cession to France
included the Floridas, which, however, was not the case. The policy of the President
was to enter into a treaty with France for the purchase of New Orleans and the Floridas,
and with this view, on the 10th of January, 1808, he appointed James Monroe minister
plenipotentiary to France to act in conjunction with Mr. Livingston. Mr. Monroe’s
nomination was confirmed by the Senate. The instructions to the American ministers
only asked for the cession of the city of New Orleans and the Floridas, together with
the free navigation of the Mississippi. The cession at this time of the entire Territory
of Louisiana was not a subject of discussion. Mr. Monroe sailed from New York March
8, 1803, and arrived in Paris April 1.

Bonaparte was then first consul, and France was on the eve of a war with England.
He supposed the American ministers were authorized to enter into more extended stipu-
lations than they really were. Marquis de Marbois was directed to negotiate with the
American ministers. Said the first consul to his minister, as recorded by the latter :

¢ Irresolution and deliberation are no longer in season. I renounce Louisiana. It
is not only New Orleans that I will cede ; it is the whole colony, without any reserva-
tion. I know the price of what I abandon, and I have sufficiently proved the importance
that I attach to this province, since my first diplomatic act with Spain had for its object
the recovery of it. I renounce it with the greatest regret. To attempt to retain it
would be folly. I direct you to negotiate this affair with the envoys of the United States.
Do not even await the arrival of Mr. Monroe ; have an interview this day with Mr.
Livingston. But I require a great deal of money for this war, and I would not like to
commence with new contributions. If I should regulate my terms, according to the
value of these vast regions to the United States, the indemnity would have no limits.
I will be moderate, in consideration of the necessity in which I am of making a sale.
But keep this to yourself. I want fifty millions francs, and for less than that sum I will
not treat ; I would rather make a desperate attempt to keep those fine countries. To-
morrow you shall have full powers. Mr. Monroe is on the point of arriving. To this
minister the President must have given secret instructions, more extensive than the
ostensible authorization of Congress, for the stipulation of the payments to be made.
Neither this minister nor his colleague is prepared for a decision which goes infinitely
beyond any thing that they are about to ask of us. Begin by making them the overture
without any subterfuge. You will acquaint me, day by day, hour by hour, of your
progress. The cabinet of London is informed of the measures adopted at Washington,
but it can have no suspicion of those which I am now taking. Observe the greatest
secrecy, and recommend it to the American ministers ; they have not a less interest than
yourself in conforming to this counsel. You will correspond with M. de Talleyrand,
who alone knows my intentions. If I attended to his advice, France would confine her
ambition to the left bank of the Rhine, and would only make war to protect any dismem-
berment of her possessions. But he also admits that the cession of Louisiana is not a
dismemberment of France. Keep him informed of the progress of this affair.”

On the same day that Napoleon thus confided to Marbois his determination, confer-
ences began between the latter and Mr. Livingston. The American minister had been
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in Paris about two years, endeavoring to obtain indemnities claimed by American
citizens for prizes made by the French during peace, but so far, without result further
than vague answers. Mr. Livingston had become distrustful of the French government,
and feared the Louisiana overtures were but an artifice to gain still further time. Soon
after these preliminary discussions were entered upon, Mr. Monroe arrived in Paris, and
_the next day began his conferences with Marbois. Rapid progress was made in the
negotiations, for both sides had an interest in hastening the matter. Mr. Monroe was
surprised to hear the first overtures made so frankly by the French minister, when he
proposed to cede to the United States so vast a region of country, with the largest rivers
in the world, instead of merely a town and an inconsiderable extent of territory. The
offer embraced infinitely more than the American ministers were empowered to ask for,
or accept. Their powers only extended to an arrangement respecting the left bank of
the Mississippi, including New Orleans. But the moment was a critical one with France,
hostilities being about to commence with England. There was not time for further in-
structions from the government of the United States before the opportunity would pass,
perhaps forever. The American ministers therefore assumed the responsibility of treat-
ing for the purchase of the entire colony, or territory of Louisiana—an extent of country
sufficient in itself for an empire. The terms were soon agreed upon. The United States
was to pay for this vast acquisition the sum of fifteen millions of dollars. In the treaty
of October 1, 1800, between France and Spain, the latter had reserved the right of
preference in case France should cede this territory to another power; but here again
France could not afford to wait. The treaty was concluded and subsequently submitted
to the Spanish cabinet. They complained that no regard had been paid to their reserved
right, and for almost a year that court delayed its approbation of the treaty. On the
10th of February, 1804, however, Don Pedro Cavallos, the Spanish minister, wrote tc
Mr. Pinckney, the American minister, that ‘“ His Catholic Majesty had thought fit to re-
nounce his opposition to the alienation of Louisiana made by France, notwithstanding
the solid reasons on which it is founded, thereby giving a new proof of his benevolence
and friendship to the United States.”” The important treaty that gave to the United
States this vast region, with all its wonderful resources, was concluded on the 30th of
April, 1808, and four days later the instruments, in French and English, were signed by
the ministers. After affixing their signatures, the ministers rose and shook hands, each
expressing his satisfaction with the result. Mur. Livingston said:  We have lived long,
but this is the noblest work of our whole lives. The treaty which we have just signed
has not been obtained by art, or dictated by force ; equally advantageous to the two con-
tracting parties, it will change vast solitudes into flourishing districts. From this day
the United States take their place among the powers of the first rank ; the English lose
all exclusive influence in the affairs of America.”

The first consul, who had followed the negotiation with a lively interest, acquiesced
in the result, and said to Marbois: It is true, the negotiation does not leave me any-
thing to desire. Sixty millions [francs] for an occupation that will not, perhaps, last for
a day! I would that France should enjoy this unexpected capital, and that it may be
employed in works beneficial to the marine. This accession of territory strengthens for-
ever the power of the United States; and I have just given to England a maritime rival
that will sooner or later humble her pride.”

On the 22d day of May, 1803, England commenced hostilities against France by the
capture of some of her merchant vessels, and on the same day Bonaparte gave his formal
ratification of the Louisiana treaty of cession. In July the treaty was received in the
United States, and on the 20th of October, 1808, it was ratified by the Senate, by twenty-
four against seven votes. The country ceded by this treaty, as estimated at that time,
exceeded a million of square miles, all occupied by savages, except a few sparse settle-
ments, aggregating from 80,000 to 90,000 inhabitants, about 40,000 of whom were slaves.
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The whites were chiefly French or descendants of French. Congress, a few days after
the ratification of the treaty by the Senate, passed an act making provision for the occu-
pation and temporary government of the territory acquired. Eleven millions of dollars
were appropriated as payment for the purchase—the remaining four millions being re-
served, according to a stipulation in the treaty, to indemnify citizens of the United States
who had sustained losses at the hands of the French. The resolution for carrying the
treaty into effect was sustained by the House of Representatives by a vote of ninety to
twenty-five.

Even before the acquisition of Louisiana, it had been a favorite object of President
Jefferson to have an exploring expedition sent across the continent to the Pacific Ocean,
and in January, 1803, he had recommended an appropriation for that purpose. The ap-
propriation was made, and the enterprise was placed under the direction of Captains
Lewis and Clarke. The treaty with France, however, was ratified before the exploring
expedition was ready to start. On the 14th of May, 1804, Captains Lewis and Clarke,
with their companions, consisting in all of thirty persons, left the banks of the Mississippi
on their long and perilous voyage of two years and three months, to seek out and give
to their country and the world some more accurate knowledge respecting this vast region
of country, of which civilization at that time knew so little. The expedition was in
every way successful, and the report made by Captains Lewis and Clarke enabled the
government and people of the United States to form a better judgment of the immense
value of the country acquired.

It will be seen that the region acquired by the Louisiana purchase, comprehended
not only the present State of Louisiana, but all the vast region between the Mississippi
river and the Pacific Ocean, ana as far north as the British possessions. The great States
of Arkansas, Missouri, Jowa, Nebraska, Kansas, the greater part of Minnesota, and sev-
eral of our great Territories, are but parts of this purchase.

On the 20th of December, 1803, in pursuance of authority given by act of Congress,
Gov. Claiborne and Gen. Wilkinson took possession of the Louisiana purchase, and raised
the American flag at New Orleans. The Spanish authorities there objected to the trans-
fer, but early in 1804 they acquiesced and withdrew. The newly acquired territory, by
authority of Congress, was, on the first of October, 1804, divided as follows: All south
of the 33d parallel of north latitude, was called the Territory of Orleans, and all north
of that parallel became the District of Louisiana, and was placed under the authority of
the officers of the then Indiana Territory. It so remained until July 4, 1805, when the
District of Louisiana was given a territorial government of its own. In 1812, the Ter-
ritory of New Orleans became the State of Louisiana, and the Territory of Louisiana be-
came the Territory of Missouri. On the 4th of July, 1814, Missouri Territory was
divided—that part comprising the present State of Arkansas, and the country west, being
organized as the Territory of Arkansas. In March, 1821, a part of Missouri Territory
was organized as the State of Missouri, and admitted into the Union. On the 28th of
June, 1834, the territory west of the Mississippi river and north of Missouri, was made
a part of the Territory of Michigan, so remaining until July 4, 1836, when Wisconsin
Territory was organized. This embraced within its limits the present States of Iowa,
Wisconsin, and Minnesota. An act of Congress, approved June 12, 1838, created the
Territory of Iowa, embracing not only the present State of Iowa, but the greater part of
the present State of Minnesota, and extending northward to the British possessions.
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CHAPTER V.

EXPEDITION OF LEWIS AND CLARKE.

Organization of Exploring Party — Departure — Osage Indians—Strange Tradition of the Origin of the Osage
Nation — The Missouris — Old French Fort — Artificial Mounds — The Ottoes and Pawnees -— Indian
Graves— The Ayauway Indians — Council With Indians at Council Bluffs — Little Sioux River — Death of Ser-
geant Floyd— Great Sioux River— Red Pipestone Quarries — Buffalo and Other Animals — Mountain of the
Little Spirits — Council With the Sioux — Indian ldols — The Mandans — Winter Quarters — \White and
Brown Bears — Antelopes — Black Hills — First View of Rocky Mountains — Natural Scenery — The Great
Falls of the Missouri — Shoshones — Sources of the Missouri — Columbia River — The Tushepaws — Short of
Provisions — Pierced - Nose Indians — Down Lewis River — The Sokulks — Great Falls of the Colum-
bia — The Echeloots — Wooden Houses — Fingers as War Trophies — Sight of the Pacific— Fort Clat-
sop — Return — Aurrival at St. Louis.

In January, 1808, President Jefferson, in a confidential message to Congress in regard
to Indian affairs, took occasion to recommend, among other things, the organization of a
party to trace the Missouri river to its source, and thence proceed to the Pacific ocean.
The recommendation was favorably considered, and Capt. Merriwether Lewis, was, on
his own application, appointed to take charye of the expedition. Wm. Clarke was sub-
sequently associated with him, so that this celebrated expedition is known in our history
as that of Lewis and Clarke. The incidents of this long, tedious, and romantic journey
are worthy to be related as among the most interesting in the annals of American adven-
ture. At that time all that vast region bordering on the Upper Missouri and its tribu-
taries, as well as the regions bordering on the Pacific, were unknown and unexplored by
white men. By the latter part of the year 1803, the party comprising the expedition was
made up and ready to start. The highest settlement of whites on the Missouri river at
that time was at a placercalled La Charrette, sixty-eight miles above the mouth. At this
place it had been the design of Capt. Lewis to winter, but the Spanish authorities of
Louisiana had not yet received official information of the transfer of the country to the
United States. For this reason the party remained in Winter quarters at the mouth of
Wood river, on the east side of the Mississippi.

Besides Captains Lewis and Clarke, the party was made up of nine young men from
Kentucky, twelve soldiers of the regular army, two Frenchmen as watermen and inter-
preters, and a colored servant belonging to Captain Clarke — twenty-six persons in all.
A corporal, six soldiers and nine watermen, in addition to the above, were engaged to
accompany the expedition as far as the country of the Mandans, as there was some appre-
hension of attacks by the Indians between Wood river and that tribe.

Three boats were provided for the expedition. The largest was a keel-boat, fifty-
five feet long, drawing three feet of water, carrying one large square sail, and
twenty-two oars. The other two were open boats, one of six, and the other of
seven oars.

The expedition started from the encampment at the mouth of Wood river, on Mon-
day, May 14, 1804. Captain Lewis, who was at that time in St. Louis, joined the expe-
dition at St. Charles, twenty-one miles up the Missouri, which place they reached on the
16th. Here they remained until the 21st, when they proceeded on their voyage, reach-
ing La Charrette, the last white settlement, on the evening of the 25th. The village
consisted of but seven poor families. On the Ist of June they arrived at the mouth of
the Osage, one hundred and thirty-three miles on their journey. The country bordering
on this river was inhabited by a tribe known as the Osage Indians. They had a remarka-
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ble tradition among them as to the origin of their nation. They believed that its founder
was a snail passing a quiet existence along the banks of the Osage, till a flood swept him
down to the Missouri and there left him exposed on the shore. By the heat of the sun
he was changed to a man. The change, however, did not cause him to forget his native
place away up on the banks of the Osage, and he immediately sought his old home. Be-
ing overtaken with hunger and fatigue, the Great Spirit appeared, gave him a bow and
arrow, and taught him to kill deer and prepare its flesh for food and its skin for clothing.
When he arrived at his original place of residence he was met by a beaver, who inquired
who he was, and by what authority he came to disturb his possession. The Osage replied
that he had once lived on the borders of that river, and that it was his own home. While
they were disputing, the daughter of the beaver appeared, and entreated her father to be
reconciled to the young stranger. The father yielded to her entreaties, and the Osage
soon married the beaver’s daughter. They lived happily on the banks of the Osage, and
from them soon came the villages and nation of the Osages. Ever since, they entertained
a pious reverence for their ancestors, never killing a beaver, for by so doing they would
slay a brother. It has been observed, however, that after the opening of the fur trade
with the whites, the sanctity of their maternal relations was very much reduced.

The next tribe mentioned by the explorers was that of the Missouris, once a power-
ful nation, but then reduced to about thirty families. They finally united with the Osages
and the Ottoes,and as a separate nation became extinct. The Sauks, Ayauways (Iowas),
and the Sioux are mentioned as being the enemies of the Osages, and as making frequent
excursions against them. On the 26th of June they arrived at the mouth of the Kansas,
340 miles from the Mississippi, where they remained two days for rest and repairs. Here
resided the tribe of Indians of the same name,and had two villages not far from the mouth
of the river. This tribe, at that time, had been reduced by the Sauks and Ayauways to
only about three hundred men. The party, at this stage of the journey, saw numerous buffalo
on the prairies. On the 2d of July the party passed Bear Medicine Island, near which
were the remains of an old fort, built by the French, the ruins of the chimneys and the
general outline of the fortification being visible. On the 8th of July they reached the
mouth of the Nodawa. The river is mentioned as navigable for boats some distance. On
the 11th they landed at the mouth of the Nemahaw. Mention is made of several artifi-
cial mounds on the Nemahaw, about two miles up the stream, at the mouth of a small
creek. From the top of the highest mound there was a fine view of the country. Onthe
14th they passed the Nishnahbatona river, finding it to be only three hundred yards from
the Missouri at a distance of twelve miles from its mouth. Platte river and other streams,
both in Towa and Nebraska, are mentioned and the country described with great accu-
racy. Along in this part of the country were the first elk they had seen.

On the 22d of July the explorers encamped on the north (Iowa) side of the river,
ten miles above the mouth of the Platte river, to make observations and to hold an inter-
view with the neighboring tribes. They remained here in camp until the 27th. Among
the streams mentioned in this vicinity are the Papillon, Butterfly Creek and Moscheto
Creek, the last named being a small stream near Council Bluffs. In mentioning them we
use the orthography of the explorers, which in some instances differs from that now in
use. The Indians who occupied the country about the mouth of Platte river at this time
were the Ottoes and Pawnees. The Ottoes were much reduced, and formerly lived about
twenty miles above the Platte on the Nebraska side of the river. They lived at this time
under the protection of the Pawnees. The latter were also much dispersed and broken.
One band of the nation formerly lived on the Republican branch of the Kanzas river. An-
other band were the Pawnee Loups, or Wolf Pawnees, who resided on the Wolf fork of
the Platte. Another band originally resided on the Kanzas and Arkansaw, but in their
wars with the Osages they were often defeated, and retired to the Red river. Various
other tribes living further west, are mentioned. On the 27th they continued their jour-
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ney, and about ten leagues from their encampment, on the south (Nebraska) side of the
river, they saw and examined a curious collection of graves, or mounds. They were of
different heights, shapes and sizes. Some were of sand, and others of both earth and
sand. They were supposed to indicate the position of the ancient village of the Ottoes
before they retired to the protection of the Pawnees. On the 29th they passed the spot
where the Ayauway Indians, a branch of the Ottoes, once lived, and who had emigrated
from that place tothe Des Moines. Mention is here made of an interview with one of the
Missouri Indians who lived with the Ottoes, and the resemblance of his language to that
of the Osages, particularly in calling a chief ¢nca.

On the 30th of July the party encamped on the south (Nebraska) side of the river.
At that place next to the river was a plain, and back of it a wooded ridge, rising about
seventy feet above the plain. At the edge of this ridge they formed their camp, and
sent an invitation to the Indians to meet them. From the bluffs at this point they men-
tion a most beautiful view of the river and adjoining country. The latitude of the camp
was determined by observation to be 41 degrees 18 minutes and 14 seconds. The mes-
senger sent to invite the Ottoes returned on the evening of the 2d of August, with four-
teen Ottoe and Missouri Indians, accompanied by a Frenchman who resided among them,
and who acted as interpreter. Lewis and Clarke made them presents of pork, flour and
meal, and the Indians returned presents of watermelons. The next morning (Aug. 3d)
a council was held with the six chiefs who were of the party of Indians; they were told
of the change in the government, and promised protection and advised as to their future
conduct. All the chiefs expressed their joy at the change in the government, and wished
to be recommended to the Great Father (the President) that they might obtain trade
and necessaries. They asked the mediation of the Great Father between them and the
Mahas (Omahas), with whom they were then at war. At the conclusion of the
council medals and other presents were given to the chiefs, and also some presents to the
other Indians who were with them. The grand chief of the Ottoes was not present,
but to him was sent a flag, a medal, and some ornaments for clothing. The explorers
gave to the place where this council was held the name of Council Bluffs. The reader
will remember, however, that it was above the present city of Council Bluffs, Towa, and
was on the Nebraska side of the river.

On the afternoon of the 3d of August they resumed their journey, and on the Tth
arrived at the mouth of a river on the north side, called by the Sioux Indians, Eaneah-
wadepon (Stone river), and by the French, Petite Riviere des Siouz, or in English, Little
Sioux river. The explorers were informed by their interpreter (M. Durion) that this
river rises within about nine miles of the Des Moines; that within fifteen leagues of that
river it passes through a large lake, nearly sixty miles in circumference, and divided into
two parts by rocks, which approach each other very closely. Its width is various; it
contains many islands, and is known by the name of Lac &’ Esprit—Spirit Lake. The
country watered by it is open and undulating, and may be visited in boats up the river
for some distance. The intrepreter further added that the Des Moines was about eighty
yards wide where the Little Sioux approaches it ; that it was shoally, and that one of its
principal branches was called Cat river. The interpreter claimed to have been to the
sources of the Little Sioux, and those who are familiar with the country about Spirit
Lake, will concede that he described it quite accurately. The explorers speak of a
long island two miles above the mouth of the Little Sioux, which they named Pelican
island, from the large number of pelicans which were feeding on it, one of which they
killed. They also killed an elk. On the 10th they passed the first highland near the
river, after leaving their encampment at Council Bluffs. Not far from this, on a high
bluff, was the grave of Blackbird, one of the great chiefs of the Mahas, who had died of
small-pox four years before. The grave was marked by a mound twelve feet in diameter
at the base, and six feet high, and was on an elevation about 800 feet above the water.
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In the center of the grave was a pole eight feet high.. Near this the Mahas had a vil-
lage, and lost four hundred men of their nation, and a like proportion of women and
children by the small-pox at the time that Blackbird died. After this dreadful scourge
they burned their village, which had consisted of three hundred cabins. On a hill at the
rear of the place where the village stood were the graves of the nation. On the even-
ing of the 18th the explorers were again visited at their camp by a party of Ottoes and
Missouris, who entertained them with a dance. The professed object of their visit was
to ask intercession for promoting peace between them and the Mahas, but probably the
real object was to share a portion of the strangers’ provisions and liquors.

The next day, August 20th, after passing a couple of islands, they landed on the
north side of the river, under some bluffs—the first near the river on that side after
leaving the Ayauway village. It was here that the party had the misfortune to lose one
of their men—Sergeant Charles Floyd. He had the day before been seized with a bil-
ious colic. Before his death he said to Captain Clarke, “I am going to leave you; I
want you to write me a letter.”” Soon after making this request the brave soldier passed
away. He was buried on the top of the bluff, with honors due to a soldier. The place
of his interment was marked by a cedar post, on which his name and the day of his death
were inscribed. About a mile further up on the same side of the Missouri, they came to
a small river, to which they gave the name of Floyd river, in honor of their deceased
companion. The place of the burial of Sergeant Floyd was but a short distance below
where Sioux City now stands. During a great freshet in the Spring of 1857, the Mis-
souri river washed away a portion of the bluff, exposing the remains of the soldier. The
citizens of Sioux City and vicinity repaired to the place, and with appropriate cere-
monies, reinterred them some distance back from the river on the same bluff. The same
cedar post planted by his companions over his grave on that Summer day more than half
a century before, remained to mark the place of interment up to 1857, although during
nearly all this time the country had been inhabited only by savages.

On the 21st of August the expedition passed the site where Sioux City now stands,
and noted in their journal the confluence of the Great Sioux river with the Missouri.
From their interpreter, M. Durion, they received an account of the Great Sioux river.
He stated that it was navigable for more than two hundred miles, to the great falls, and
even beyond them. The reader will remember that this was before the time of steam-
boats on western waters. He mentioned a creek that emptied into the Great Sioux be-
low the falls, which passed through ecliffs of red rock, out of which the Indians made
their pipes; that the necessity for procuring that article had caused the introduction of
a law among the nations, by which the banks of that creek were held to be sacred, and
even tribes at war met at the quarries without hostility. These were what are now
known as the ** Red Pipestone Quarries,” in southwestern Minnesota.

A few miles above the mouth of the Great Sioux, on the north, or Dakota side of
the river, they killed a buffalo, a deer and a beaver. They also saw some elk. The
place where the buffalo was killed they described as a beautiful prairie, and gave it the
name of Buffalo Prairie. They mention on the south side of the river, a bluff of blue
clay, rising to the height of 180 or 190 feet. Several miles from this, on the south side
of the river, Captains Lewis and Clarke, with ten of their men, went to see a mound
regarded with great terror by the Indians, and called by them the Mountain of the Little
Spirits. They believed it was the abode of little devils in human form, eighteen inches
high, and having large heads; that they had sharp arrows, and were always on the watch
to kill those who might approach their place of residence. The Sioux, Mahas and Ottoes
never would visit the hill or mound for fear of the vengeance of the Little Spirits. The
mound, though extraordinary in its formation, they did not regard as artificial. From its
top they could see large herds of buffalo feeding at a distance.

' On the 26th they passed the mouth of Yankton river, and, on landing, were met by
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several Indians, who informed them that a large body of Sioux were encamped near.
On the 380th and 31st they held a council with the Sioux, and smoked with them the pipe
of peace. The Indians exhibited their skill in dancing and various other amusements to
entertain their visitors. These Indians were the Yankton tribe of the Sioux nation.
Their grand chief was We-u-cha, or, in English, Shake Hand. Speeches were made
and presents exchanged.

On the 1st of September the explorers passed Calumet Bluffs, and the next day
Bonhomme Island, near which they visited some ancient earth-works, or fortifications,
on the south, or Nebraska, side of the Missouri. They made a minute and careful exam-
ination of these works. They embraced nearly five hundred acres. A day or two after,
on a hill to the south, near Cedar Island, they discovered the backbone of a fish, 45 feet
long, in a perfect state of petrifaction.

After several conferences with different tribes, and observations in regard to the
country, its formation, and the different animals seen, on the 13th of October, they
reached a small stream on the north side, to which they gave the name of Idol Creek.
Near its mouth were two stones resembling human figures, and a third like a dog. These
were objects of great veneration among the Ricaras (Ricarees), who occupied the
country in that vicinity. They had a legend that a young brave was deeply enamored
with a girl whose parents refused their consent to the marriage. The young brave went
out into the fields to mourn his misfortunes, and a sympathy of feeling led the lady to
the same spot. The faithful dog would not cease to follow his master. The lovers wan-
dered away together with nothing to subsist on but grapes, and they were at last changed
into stone, with the lady holding in her hands a bunch of grapes. When the Ricaras
pass these sacred stones, they stop to make offerings of dress to propitiate the deities, as
they regard them. Such was the account given to Lewis and Clarke, by the Ricara
chief. As they found here a great abundance of fine grapes, they regarded one part of
the story as very agreeably confirmed.

On the 19th they reached the ruins of oue of the Mandan villages. It had been for-
tified. This, they were informed by the Ricara chief, was one of several villages once
occupied by the Mandans until the Sioux forced them forty miles higher up the river.
In this vicinity they counted no less than fifty-two herds of buffalo, and three herds of
elk, at a single view.

About the first of November, 1804, the expedition reached the country of the Man-
dans, where thev went into Winter quarters. These Indians had raised considerable
corn, some of which they presented to the party. During the Winter they obtained
a great deal of information in regard to the history, traditions, and manners and customs,
not only of this peculiar and remarkable nation, but of other tribes. Their huts, or
cabins, were all completed by the 20th of the month, and the place was named Fort
Mandan. It was on the north side of the Missouri, in a grove of cottonwood. The
place, as ascertained by observation, was in latitude 47 deg., 21 min. and 47 sec., and the
computed distance from the mouth of the Missouri was 1,600 miles. During the Winter
they were visited by a great many Indians of the Mandan and other tribes. A few French
and traders of the Northwest Fur Company also visited them.

The party remained at Fort Mandan until April 7, 1805, when they resumed their
journey. There were then thirty-two persons in the expedition, some of the party having
returned to St. Louis. In this portion of the country they began to see numbers of
white bear, antelope, and other animals, which they had not seen lower down on the
river. On the 12th they arrived at the mouth of the Little Missouri, near which they
found large quantities of small onions, about the size of a bullet, of an oval form and
white. The next day they passed a small stream to which they gave the name of Onion
Creek, from the great abundance of that vegetable growing near it. Along this part of
the Missouri were large numbers of bald eagles, and also many geese and brant. Numer-
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ous deserted Indian lodges were noticed, which they supposed to have belonged to the
Assiniboins, as there were the remains of small kegs. That tribe was the only one in
this region that then used spirituous liquors. They obtained it from the traders of the
Hudson Bay Company, bartering their furs for it. Here many plants and aromatic herbs
are mentioned, and some resembling in taste and smell, sage, hyssop, wormwood and
juniper. On the 26th they camped at the mouth of the Yellowstone, where game of
various kinds was very abundant. Frequent mention is made of the burned hills along
that part of the Missouri for some distance above and below the Yellowstone. Among
the animals killed by the hunters of the expedition in this part of the voyage were sev-
eral brown bears. On the evening of the 14th of May the men in one of the canoes
discovered a large brown bear lying in the open grounds about three hundred yards from
the river. Six of them, all good hunters, went to attack him, and, concealing them-
selves by a small eminence, four of them fired at a distance of about forty paces. Each
of them lodged a ball in the bear’s body, two of them directly through the lungs. The
animal sprang up and ran oper-mouthed toward them. As he came near, the two
hunters who had reserved their fire, gave him two more wounds, one of which, breaking
his shoulder, retarded his motion for a moment. Before they could re-load he was so
near upon them that they were obliged to run to the river, the bear almost overtaking
them. Two of the men sprang into the canoe, and the others concealed themselves in
some willows and fired as fast as they could re-load, striking him several times. The
shots seemed only to direct him toward the hunters, till at last he pursued two of them
so closely that they threw aside their guns and pouches, and jumped twenty feet down
a perpendicular bank into the river. The bear sprang after them, and was within a few
feet of the hindmost when one of the hunters on shore shot him in the head, and finally
killed him. They dragged the bear to shore and found that eight balls had passed
through his body in different directions.

On the 20th of May the party reached the mouth of the Muscleshell, a river of con-
siderable size, from the south. They were then 2,270 miles above the mouth of the
Mississippi, in latitude 47 deg., 24 min. Mention is made of what the French traders
called Cote Noire, or Black Hills. On the 26th of May they had the first view of the
Rocky Mountains, ¢ the object,”” as the journalist remarks, ¢ of all our hopes, and the
reward of all our ambition.”” The view was obtained from what they called one of the
last ridges of the Black Mountains. On the 30th they had reached that part of the river
which passes through between walls of rocks, presenting every form of sculptured ruins,
and having the appearance of being the productions of art. Of these objects of natural
scenery they give a most glowing description.

On the 3d of June the expedition reached a junction of two branches of the river,
when they were at a loss to determine which was the true Missouri river. Parties, one
under Captain Lewis and the other under Captain Clarke, proceeded to explore both
branches by land. The party under Captain Lewis, on the 13th, reached the Great Falls
of the Missouri on the southern branch, which determined the question. One of the
men was sent to inform Captain Clarke of the discovery. The explorers give a vivid
description of the wonderful and beautiful scenery which is here presented. In the
vicinity of the falls they saw a herd of at least a thousand buffalo, one of which they
shot. Here Captain Lewis himself had an encounter with a large brown bear, from
which he escaped by plunging into the river. Mention is made of grasshoppers at the
mouth of Medicine river, about twelve miles above the Great Falls, in such multitudes
that the herbage on the plains was in part destroyed by them. At that point the
Missouri is described as being three hundred yards wide, and Medicine river one hundred
and thirty-seven yards wide. The party remained here until the 15th of July, examining
the surrounding country, constructing canoes, and making general preparations for
continuing the journey. On that day they again embarked with eight heavily loaded
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canoes, encountering many difficult places for navigating, owing to the rapids. Toward
the latter part of July they reached a point where the Missouri is formed of three
branches, one of which they called Jefferson, one Madison, and one Gallatin. Here the
party divide and explore the several branches, partly for the purpose of finding the
Shoshones, the Indians that were known to inhabit that region. On the 11th of August
they encountered a single Indian on horseback, who proved to be one of that tribe or
nation. Captain Lewis, who had continued his course up the Jefferson, or principal
branch forming the sources of the Missouri, reached a point where it had so diminished
in width that one of his men in a fit of enthusiasm, with one foot on each side of the
rivulet, thanked God that he had lived to bestride the Missouri. A few miles further on
they reached a point where issues the remotest water— the hitherto hidden sources of
that river, which had never before been seen by civilized man. They sat down by the
brink of the little rivulet, and quenched their thirst at the chaste and icy fountain, which
sends its modest tribute down to the great ocean thousands of miles away. Crossing over
the dividing line between the waters of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, at a distance of
three-quarters of a mile, they stopped to taste for the first time the waters of the
Columbia, here a stream of clear, cold water flowing westward. On the same day
Captain Lewis succeeded in gaining a friendly interview with the Shoshones. Captain
Clarke, with a part of the expedition, was at this time at the junction of the three
branches of the Missouri, and Captain Lewis engaged a number of the Indians, with
about thirty of their horses, to transport their merchandise and outfit to the Shoshone
camp.

The Shoshones are described as being a small tribe of the nation called the Snake
Indians, an appellation which embraces the inhabitants of the southern parts of the
Rocky Mountains and of the plains on either side. During the Summer the Shoshones
resided about the headwaters of the Columbia, where they lived chiefly on salmon. In
their journal the explorers give a long and interesting account of the habits, traditions,
and manner of life of this people. They found them honest, friendly, and ready to
render them all the assistance in their power.

After purchasing twenty-nine horses from the Shoshones, the party, on the 30th of
August, resumed their journey toward the Pacific. On the 4th of September, after
many difficulties in finding a practicable route, they came to a large encampment of
Indians who received them with great cordiality. The pipe of peace was introduced and
a council held. They represented themselves as a band of a nation called Tushepaws, a
numerous people then residing on the headwaters of the Missouri and Columbia rivers.
The Indians shared their berries and roots with the strangers and received some presents.
Several horses were purchased from them. On the 6th they reached a stream to which
they gave the name of Clarke river, Captain Clarke being the first white man who ever
visited its waters. The route was a rugged one, and in many places almost impracti-
cable, and to add to the difficulties of the situation, snow had been falling, so that on
the 16th it was six or eight inches deep. The difficulty of procuring game or other
subsistence made it necessary for them to kill several of their horses on this part of their
journey for food. They had a little of what was called portable soup which they used
by melting some snow. This, and about twenty pounds of bear’s oil, was their only
remaining subsistence. They were now in a region where their guns were of little service,
for there was scarcely a living creature to be seen in those mountains. Captain Clarke
and six hunters searched the mountains all day for game but found none, and at night
encamped on a small stream to which they gave the name of Hungry Creek. Their only
refreshment during the day was a little of the portable soup. On the 26th, Captain
Clarke and his hunting party encountered three Indian boys, and sent them forward to
the village with some presents. An Indian came out to meet them, and conducted them
to a large tent in the village, which was the residence of the great chief. After some
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introductory eeremonies by signs, the Indians set before the strangers some buffalo meat,
dried salmon, berries and several kinds of roots. This, after their long abstinence, was
a sumptuous treat. One of the chiefs conducted them to another village, two miles away,
where they were received with great kindness and passed the night. These Indians
called themselves Chopunish, or Pierced-Nose (Nez Perces). With a few articles
Captain Clarke chanced to have in his pockets he purchased some dried salmon, roots
and berries and sent them by one of his men and a hired Indian back to Captain Lewis.
The main body with Captain Lewis had been so fortunate as to kill a few pheasants and
a prairie wolf. As soon as it was known in the villages that the wonderful strangers had
arrived the people crowded in to see them. Twisted Hair, the chief, drew a chart or
map of the country and streams on a white elk-skin, which was of great service in
guiding them on their course. From these Indians as many provisions were purchased as
coulid ve carried on their horses. After proceeding down the river some distance, they
determined to continue their journey in canoes, which they set about constructing. By
the Tth of October the canoes were launched and loaded. The horses were branded and
left with the Indians to be kept until their return. Accompanied by some of the Indians
down Lewis river, the expedition finally reached the Columbia on the 16th, having
stopped at a number of villages on the way. The Columbia at the mouth of Lewis
river they found to be 960 yards wide, and Lewis river 575 yards wide. Here they
found themselves among a nation who called themselves Sokulks, a people of a mild
and peaceable disposition. Fish was their principal article of food. On the 18th they
resumed their journey down the Columbia in the presence of many of the Sokulks who
came to witness their departure. They passed many different tribes who inhabited the
borders of the Columbia, all of whom they visited in their villages and encampments,
learning their condition, habits, history and mode of living. Wherever they halted large
numbers of Indians gathered to see them, and generally manifested the greatest kindness
and hospitality. All of them had pierced noses.

On the 22d of October the party reached the Great Falls of the Columbia. Many
Indians inhabited this portion of the country, and some of them assisted the party in un-
loading the canoes, transporting the goods around the falls, and in bringing down the
canoes. At one place it was necessary to haul the canoes over a point of land to avoid
a perpendicular fall of seventy feet. Some distance below the falls they came to a village
of another tribe, or nation, called the Echeloots. Here they found the first wooden
houses they had seen after leaving the settlements near the Mississippi. They were
made of logs and poles, with poles for rafters and covered with white cedar, kept on by
strands of cedar fibers. The inhabitants received the strangers with great kindness, in-
vited them to their houses, and came in great numbers to see them. They were sur-
prised to find that these Indians spoke a language quite different from that of the tribes
above the Great Falls. Some of their customs, however, were the same. Like the tribes
they had recently visited, they flattened the heads of their children, and in nearly the same
manner. Among the mountain tribes, however, this custom was confined to the females
almost exclusively, whereas the Echeloots subjected both sexes to the operation. On the
18th they came to another tribe where they saw a British musket and several brass tea-
kettles, which the Indians prized very highly. In the interview with the chief he di-
rected his wife to hand him his medicine-bag, from which he drew out fourteen forefin-
gers, which he said had belonged to the same number of his enemies whom he had killed
in battle. These fingers were shown with great exultation, after which they were carefully
replaced among the other valuable contents of the medicine-bag. This was the first in-
stance in which the explorers had observed that any other trophy than the scalp was ever
carried from the field in Indian warfare.

On the 2d of November the party passed the rapids which form the last descent of
the Columbia, where tide-water commences. On this part of the Columbia they began
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to meet with tribes who had some knowledge of the whites, and from articles in their
possession it was observed that they had maintained some sort of trade or barter with the
whites. The Indians here also began to be troublesome and were disposed to pilfer when-
ever an opportunity offered, showing that in their intercourse with the whites they had
contracted some vices of which they are free in the absence of such intercourse.

On the 16th of November, 1805, the expedition encamped in full view of the Pacific
Ocean, at Haley’s Bay, as laid down by Vancouver. Their long, tedious, eventful jour-
ney to the Pacific having ended, they made preparations to go into Winter quarters.
Some distance below the mouth of the Columbia, three miles above the mouth of a little
river that empties into the bay, in a thick grove of lofty pines, they formed their Winter
encampment. Game was exceedingly plentiful, and during the Winter they were visited
by a large number of Indians inbabiting the coast region. They called the place Fort
Clatsop, from the tribe of Indians inhabiting the immediate vicinity. Here they remained
until the 23d of March, 1806, when they commenced their return, by the same route.

lgfefore leaving, Captains Lewis and Clarke posted up in the fort a note to the follow-
ing effect:

“ The object of this is, that through the medium of some civilized person, who may
see the same, it may be made known to the world that the party consisting of the persons
whose names are hereto annexed, and who were sent out Ly the government of the
United States to explore the interior of the continent of North America, did cross the
same by the way of the Missouri and Columbia rivers, to the discharge of the latter into
the Pacific Ocean, where they arrived on the 14th day of November, 1805, and departed
the 23d day of March, 1806, on their return to the United States, by the same route by
which they came out.”

It is somewhat singular that this note a short time after fell into the hands of a Cap-
tain Hill, while on the coast near the mouth of the Columbia river. It was delivered to
him by some Indians, and taken to Canton, China, from whence it was brought to the
United States in January, 1807. On the 23d of September, 1806, the party reached the
mouth of the Missouri, and descended the Mississippi to St. Louis, arriving at 12 o’clock.
Having fired a salute, they went on shore, where they ¢ received a most hearty and hos-
pitable welcome from the whole village.”

This is but a very partial and hasty review of that romantic and extraordinary ex-
pedition — the first exploration by authority of the government of the United States, of
that wonderful region which of late years has attracted so much attention. It gave to
the world the first authentic account of the upper Missouri and its tributaries, and of the
rivers that flow from the western slope of the Rocky Mountains and seek the Pacific
Ocean through the great Columbia. It imparted to civilized man some definite knowl-
edge of the strange tribes whose homes were on the borders of those rivers; of their
habits, traditions, and modes of life ; of the fauna and flora of a region hitherto unknown,
and of natural scenery not surpassed in grandeur and sublimity by that of any other par
of the world. Other explorers have since revealed a portion of the hidden treasures of
that part of our national domain, but the pioneer expedition of Lewis and Clarke, so
successfully accomplished, will always possess a peculiar and thrilling interest.
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INDIAN WARS.
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Almost every advance of civilization on the American continent has been made at
the expense of more or less conflict and bloodshed at the hands of the savage tribes who
were the occupants and owners of the soil prior to the advent of the white man. Pass-
ing over the conflicts of the colonists in the early settlements of the East, the later
struggles of the pioneers of the ¢ Dark and Bloody Ground,” and the Indian wars of the
South, we shall briefly refer to some of the troubles with the aborigines in the Northwest.
With the opening of the new country to white settlers it was necessary to establish mili-
tary posts for the protection of the pioneers against the attacks of the Indians. In 1790,
all pacific means having failed with the tribes north of the Ohio, President Washington
sent Gen. Harmar with a military force against them. After destroying several of their
villages, he was defeated in two battles near the confluence of the St. Joseph’s and St.
Mary’s rivers, and not far from the present city of Fort Wayne, Indiana. In 1781 Gen.
Arthur St. Clair was promoted to the rank of major general, and was entrusted with a
command against the hostile Miamis. On assuming his command, the last admonition of
Washington was, ¢ Beware of surprise.” Gen. St. Clair marched with his troops to the
vicinity of the Miami villages on the Maumee. On the 4th of November, 1791, he was
surprised in camp on the St. Mary’s river, and his force of 1,400 ill disciplined men was
cut to pieces. He soon after resigned his commission. In this defeat St. Clair’s loss was
about 600 men. The savages were greatly emboldened by their successes, and it was soon
found that more vigorous measures were necessary. The Indians continued to commit
outrages against the infant settlements. In some cases, doubtless, the whites were the
aggressors, for Washington in his annual message of November 6, 1792, recommended
more adequate measures * for restraining the commission of outrages upon the Indians,
without which all pacific plans must prove nugatory.” Attempts were made to treat
with the Indians, but the attempted negotiations proved unsuccessful.

After the unsuccessful and disastrous campaigns of Generals Harmar and St. Clair,
General Anthony Wayne, who had won distinguished laurels in the war of the Revolu-
tion, was, in April, 1792, promoted to the rank of major general, and made commander-
in - chief in the war against the western Indians. In August, 1794, he gained a signal
victory over the Miamis, near the rapids of the Maumee, and compelled them to sue for
peace. In the same year a fort was erected by his order on the site of the old * Twight-
wee Village” of the Miami tribe, where the city of Fort Wayne is now located. It
continued to be a military post until 1819.

After his successful campaign of 1794, Gen. Wayne was appointed sole commis-
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_sioner to treat with the Indians, and also to take possession of the forts still held by the

British in the Northwest. He negotiated the treaty of Greenville which was signed by
all the principal chiefs of the Northwest. By this treaty the Indians relinquished their
title to a large tract of country. That characteristic determination which, during the
war of the Revolution, had gained him the sobriquet of ** Mad Anthony,” impressed the
hostile tribes with a dread of him which operated as a wholesome restraint. Gen. Wayne
also took possession of the British posts in the Northwest, which were peaceably sur-
rendered, in accordance with Jay’s treaty, and from this time there was assurance of
peace on the frontier. He died in the garrison at Presque Isle (Erie), Pa., December
14, 1796.

From the date of Wayne’s victory up to 1809 the whites maintained comparatively
peaceable relations with the Indians. During this year, Gen. Harrison, then Governor
of Indiana Territory, entered into a treaty with the Delawares, Kickapoos, Pottawat-
tamies, Miamis, Eel River Indians and Weas, in which these tribes relinquished their
title to certain lands on the Wabash river. About this time the noted chief Tecumseh
comes into prominence as the bitter opponent of any more grants of land being made to
the whites.

Tecumseh was a chief of the Shawnees, born on the Scioto river near Chillicothe,
about the year 1770. It was said that he was one of three brothers who were triplets.
The other two brothers were named Kumshaka and Elskwatawa. Kumshaka is believed
to have died while young, but Elskwatawa became the Prophet who co-operated with
the chief in all his plans. His father, Puckeshinwa, had risen to the rank of chief, but
was killed at the battle of Point Pleasant, in 1774. In 1795 Tecumseh was declared
chief at or near where Urbana, Ohio, is now located. In 1798 he went to White river,
Indiana, and his brother, the Prophet, to a tract of land on the Wabash. Tecumseh, by
reason of his oratory, had great influence over the savage tribes, and his plan was to
unite all of them against the whites in a conspiracy, similar to that of Pontiac nearly
half a century before. For this purpose he visited all the tribes west to the Mississippi,
and upon Lakes Superior, Huron, and Michigan. At the same time his brother, the
Prophet, pretended to be directed by the Great Spirit to preach against the influence and
encroachments of the white men. Their efforts to incite the Indians to hostilities were
successful, and they gathered a large force of warriors, making their headquarters at a
stream they called Tippecanoe, near the Wabash river. _

Meantime Gov. Harrison was watching the movements of the Indians, and being
convinced of the existence of Tecumseh’s grand conspiracy, had prepared to defend the
settlements. In August, 1810, Tecumseh went to Vincennes to confer with the Gover-
nor in relation to the grievances of the Indians, but demeaned himself in such an angry
manner that he was dismissed from the village. He returned to complete his plans for
the conflict. Tecumseh delayed his intended attack, but in the meantime he was gather-
ing strength to this cause, and by the Autumn of 1811 had a force of several hundred
warriors at his encampment on the little river called by the Indians Keth-tip-pe-ce-nunk,
or Tippecanoe. Harrison, with a force of eight hundred men, partly regulars and partly
volunteers, determined to move upon the Prophet’s town, as it was called. He encamped
near the village early in October, and on the night of the 5th of November his camp was
furiously but unsuccessfully attacked. On the morning of the Tth he was again attacked
by a large body of the Indians, but Tecumseh’s warriors were completely routed, but
not without a severe and hotly contested battle, and the loss of about 200 of Harrison’s
men.

President Madison, in a special message to Congress of December 12, 1811, speaking
of this engagement, says:

“ While it is deeply lamented that so many valuable lives have been lost in the
action which took place on the seventh ultimo, Congress will see with satisfaction the

4
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dauntless spirit and fortitude victoriously displayed by every description of the troops
engaged, as well as the collected firmness which distinguished their commander on an
occasion requiring the utmost exertions of valor and chsclphne It may reasonably be
expected that the good effects of this critical defeat and dispersion of a combination of
savages, which appears to have been spreading to a greater extent, will be experienced,
not only in the cessation of murders and depredations committed on our frontier, but in
the prevention of any hostile excursions otherwise to have been apprehended.”

The result of the battle of Tippecanoe utterly ruined the plans of Tecumseh, for his
arrangements with the different tribes were not yet matured. He was greatly edepeldted
toward the Prophet for precipitating the war. Had Tecumseh himself been present it is
likely the attack would not have been made. The defeated Indians were at first inclined
to sue for peace, but Tecumseh was not yet conquered. The breaking out of the war
with Great Britain at this time inspired him with new hope, and his next endeavor was
to form an alliance with the English. In this he succeeded, and was appointed a briga-
dier general. He was entrusted with the command of all the Indians who co-opemted
with the English in the campaigns of 1812-13, and was in several important engage-
ments.

After the surrender of Detroit by Gen. Hull, August 18, 1812, Harrison was ap-
pointed to the command of the Northwestern frontier, with a commission as brigadier
general. As this was in September, too late in the season for a campaign, he did not
assume active operations until the next year, by which time he was promoted to the rank
of major general. After Commodore Perry won his signal victory on Lake Erie in Sep-
tember, 1813, Harrison hastened with his command to capture Malden. On arriving
there late in September he found that Proctor, the British general, had retreated. About
the same time Gen. McArthur took possession of Detroit and the Territory of Michigan.
Pursuing the British army into the interior of Canada West, Harrison overtook Proctor
at the Moravian settlements, on the river Thames, on the 5th of October. The British
general had an auxiliary force of two thousand Indians under the command of Tecumseh.
The battle was opened by the American cavalry under the command of Col. Richard M.
Johnson, afterward vice-president of the United States. Iarly in the engagement
Tecumseh was killed at the head of his column of Indians, who, no longer hearing the
voice of their chief, fled in confusion. It has been claimed by some authorities that this
celebrated chief was killed by Col. Johnson, who fired at him with a pistol. This, how-
ever, will remain one of the unsolved problems of history. The result of the battle was
a complete victory for the Americans, with the capture of 600 prisoners, six pieces of
cannon, and a large quantity of army stores.

This decisive victory over the combined forces of the British and Indians practically
closed the war in the Northwest, and as a consequence peace with the Indian tribes soon
followed. Other treaties were negotiated with the Indians by which they gave up their
title to additional large tracts of territory. The settlement of the country progressed
rapidly, and again an era of apparent good will prevailed between the whites and Indians.
By the end of the year 1817, the Indian title, with some moderate reservations, had been
extinguished to the whole of the land within the State of Ohio, to a great part of that
in Michigan Territory, and in the State of Indiana. In 1817 Gov. Cass, of Michigan, in
conjunction with Gov. McArthur, of Ohio, obtained a cession of most of the remaining
lands in Ohio with some adjoining tracts in Indiana and Michigan, amounting in all to
about 4,000,000 of acres, and in 1819 Gov. Cass met the Chippewas at Saginaw and ob-
tained a cession of lands in the peninsula of Michigan to the extent of about 6,000,000
of acres. The next year a treaty was made at Chicago, then nothing but a military post,
called Fort Dearborn, with the Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottawatamles, by which a large
additional tract was obtained, which completed the extinguishment of the Indian title
to the peninsula of Michigan south of the Grand river. By 1820 a number of military
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posts were established far in the interior, and among them was one at Belle Point on the
Arkansas, at Council Bluffs on the Missouri, at St. Peters on the Mississippi, and at
Green Bay on the upper lakes.

During the month of June, 1823, Gen. Ashley and his party, who were trading under
a license from the government, were ‘attacked by the Ricarees while trading with ‘the In-
dians at their 1equest Seveml of the party were killed and wounded, and their property
taken or destroyed. Col. Leavenworth, who commanded Fort Atkinson at Council Bluffs,
then the most western post, took immediate measures to check this hostile spirit of the
Ricarees, fearing that it might extend to other tribes in that quarter and endanger the
lives of traders on the Missouri. With a detachment of the regiment stationed at Coun-
cil Bluffs, he successfully attacked the Ricaree villace. The hostile spirit, however, still
continued and extended to the tribes on the upper Mississippi and the upper lakes. Sev-
eral parties of citizens were plundered and murdered by those tribes during the year 1824.
An act of Congress of May 25th of this year, made an appropriation to defms the expenses
of making treaties of trade and fuendbhxp with the tribes west of the Mississippi, and
another act of March 3, 1825, provided for the expense of treaties with the Sioux,
Chippewas, Menomonees, Qacs and Foxes, and other tribes, and also for establishing
boundaries and promoting peace between them. These objects were in the main accom-
plished, and by the treaties made the government secured large acquisitions of territory.
Gov. Cass, in conjunction with Gov. Clark, of Missouri, attended a grand council of the
tribes this year at Prairie du Chien, to carry out the purposes of the act of Congress last
mentioned. During his continuance in office as Governor of Michigan Territory, Gov.
Cass made, or par thlpdted in the making of nineteen treaties with the Indians, and by
them acquned lands in Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, to an amount
equal to one-fourth of the entire area of those States.

For many years it had been the policy of the government to obtain a relinquishment
of the title of the Indians to all lands within the limits of the States, and as rapidly as
possible cause the removal of the tribes to territory beyond the Mississippi. In 1830 the
Chickasaws and Choctaws, occupying portions of the States of Alabama and Mississippi,
agreed to remove, and in due time carried out their agreement in good faith. The same
year a treaty was made with the Sacs and Foxes, by “which they agreed to cede their
lands to the United States, and remove beyond the Mississippi. The principal village of
these united tribes was located at the mouth of Rock river, on the east side of the Mis-
sissippi, near where the city of Rock Island now stands. Here had been an Indian village,
according to tradition, for one hundred and fifty years. These tribes had owned and
OCCUpled the country bordering on the Mississippi, to an extent of seven hundred miles,
from the mouth of the Wisconsin almost to the mouth of the Missouri. The Indians did
not seem disposed to comply promptly with the terms of the treaty, and one band, ander
the noted chief Black Hawk (Mush-a-tan-wish-e-ki-ak-ki-ak), evinced a determination to
keep possession of their old village. John Reynolds, Governor of Illinois, construed their
continued residence in the ceded territory as an invasion of the State, and under his
authority to protect the State from invasion, ordered out seven hundred militia to force
their removal, according to the treaty. This interference of the Governor of Illinois
with the duties belonomo to the Federal Government, obliged the commander of United
States troops in that quarter to co-operate with him, in order to prevent a collision be-
tween the State militia and the Indians. Fort Lhmbtlono on Rock Island, had been
established as early as 1816, and when the Bluck Hawk trouble commenced, was in com-

mand of Gen. Atkinson. The Indians were overawed by this imposing military force,
and yielding to necessity. crossed the Mississippi.
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We have accounts of the navigation of the Mississippi river as early as 1539, by De
Soto, while in search of the ¢ fountain of youth.” His voyage ended with his life, and
more than a hundred years passed away, when Marquette and Joliet again disturbed its
waters with a small bark transported from the shores of Lake Superior. At the mouth of
the Wisconsin they entered the Mississippi, and extended their voyage to the mouth of the
Arkansas. Their account is the first which gave to the world any accurate knowledge
of the great valley of the Mississippi river. Their perilous voyage was made in the Sum-
mer of 1673. The account was read with avidity by the missionaries and others about
Lake Superior, and soon after a young Frenchman named La Salle set out with a view of

adding further information in relation to the wonderful valley of the great river. His
expedltlon was followed by other voyages of exploration on western rivers, but the nar-
ratives of the explorers are mostly lost, so that very little of interest remains from the
voyace of La Salle to the latter part of the eighteenth century, when the French, then
Liolding Fort Du Quesne, contemplated the establishment of a line of forts which would
eaable them to retain possession of the vast territory northwest of the Ohio river. Regu-
Iar navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi, however, was not attempted until after the
Pevolutlon when the United States had assumed control of the western waters. Trade
with New Orleans did not begin until near the close of the century. A few flat boats
were employed in the trade between Pittsburg and the new settlements along the Ohio
river. The settlement of Kentucky gradually increased the trade on the Ohio, and caused
a demand for increased facilities for conveyance of freight. Boatmen soon found it profit-
able to extend their voyages to the Spanish settlements in the South. Freight and pas-
sengers were conveyed in a species of boat which was sometimes called a b‘uoe, or bargee
Ly the French. It was usually from 75 to 100 feet long, with breadth of beam from 15
to 20 feet, and a capacity of 60 to 100 tons. The freight was received in a large covered
coffer, occupying a portion of the hulk. Near the stern was an apartment six or eight
feet in length, called ‘“the cabin,” where the captain and other officials of the boat quar-
tered at night. The helmsman was stationed upon an elevation above the level of the
deck. The barge usually carried one or two masts. A large square sail forward, when
the wind was favorable, sometimes much relieved the hands. The work of propelling the
barges usually required about fifty men to each boat. There were several modes of pro-
pelling the barges. At times all were engaged in rowing, which was often a waste of
labor on such a stream as the Mississippi. Sometimes the navigators resorted to the use
of the cordelle, a strong rope or hawser, attached to the barge, and carried along the
shore or beach on the shoulders of the crew. In some places this method was impractica-
ble on account of obstructions along the shores. Then what was known as the ¢ warp-
ing” process was resorted to. A coil of rope was sent out in the yawl, and fastened to a
tree on the shore, or a ¢ snag ” in the river. While the hands on board were pulling up
to this point, another coil was carried further ahead, and the * warping ” process repeated.
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Sometimes it was expedient to use setting poles, but this method was used chiefly in
the Ohio. During a period of about twenty-ﬁve years, up to 1811, the mode of conveyance
on our western rivers was by flat-boats and barges. It required three or four months ¢
make a trip from Pittsburg to New Orleans. Passengers between these points we:e
charged from $125 to $150, and freight ranged from $5 to $7 per 100 pounds. It
can not be supposed that under such circumstances, the commerce of the West was
very extensive. .

Previous to the introduction of steamers on western waters, attempts were made to
use brigs and schooners. In 1803 several ships were built on the Ohio, and in 1805 the
ship “Scott ” was built on the Kentueky-river, and in the Fall of that year made her
first frip to the falls of the Ohio. While there two other vessels, built by Berthone &
Co., arrived. All of them were compelled to remain three months, awaiting a sufficient
rise in the river to carry them over the falls. In 1807 Mr. Dean built and launched a
vessel at Pittsburg. This vessel made a trip to Leghorn, and when making her entry at
the custom house there, her papers were objected to on the ground that no such port as
Pittsburg existed in the United States. The captain called the attention of the officer
to the Mississippi river, traced it to its confluence with the Ohio, thence following the
latter stream past Cincinnati and Marietta, to the new city in the wilderness, more than
two thousand miles by water from the Gulf of Mexico! All these vessels were fourd
inadequate for the purpose of trading on the western rivers, and were soon abandoned.
They could not stem the current of the Mississippi. They were transferred to the gulf,
and the commerce of the rivers was abandoned to Mike Fink and his followers, remai:-
ing with them until 1811. In this vear Fulton and Livingston opened a ship - vard at
Plttsbul“, and built the small propeller «* Orleans,” which was also furnished with two
masts. She was a boat of one hundred tons burthen, and the first steamer that was
launched on western waters. In the Winter of 1812 she made her first trip to New
Orleans in fourteen days. As she passed down the river the settlers lined the banks,
and the greatest excitement prevailed. The flat-boatmen said she never could stem the
current on her upward trip. After her first trip, the ** Orleans " engaged in the Natchez
and New Orleans trade. and paid her owners a handsome profit on their investment. The
next steamer was the ** Comet,” and she was built by D. French. She carried but
twenty - five tons, and made her first trip to New Orleans in the Spring of 1314, Socn
after she was taken to pieces, and her engines used in a cotton factory. The ** Vesuvius,”
of forty - eight tons burthen, was launched at Fulton’s ship - yard in the Spring of 151.4,
made a trip to New Orleans. and on her return was grounded on a sand bar, where she
remained until the next December. This boat remained on the river until 1819, when
she was condemned. The * Enterprise” was the fourth steamboat, and was built by
Mr. French, who built the ¢ Comet.” The = Enterprise " carried seventy -five tons, aud
made her first trip to New Orleans in the Summer of 1814. When she arrived at her
destination she was pressed into the service of the army, under Gen. Jackson, then at
New Orleans. She was very efficient in carrying troops and army supplies from the
city to the seat of war, a few miles below. During the battle of the 8th of January
she was busily engaged in supplying the wants of Jackson’s army. On the 5th of May
following she left New Orleans, ‘Lnd arrived at Louisville in twenty five days.

In 1816 Captdm Henry Shreve built the ** Washington ™ with many improvements
in construction. The boilers, which had hitherto been placed in the hold, were changed
by Captain Shreve to the deck. In September, 1816, the Washington ™ successfully
passed the falls of the Ohio, made her trip to New Orleans, and returied in Novembos
to Louisville. On the 12th of March, 1817, she started on her second trip to New
Orleans, the ice then running in the Ohio slightly retarding her progress. She made the
trip successfully, and returned to the foot of the falls in f01ty one days— the upward
trip being made in twenty-five days. By this time it was generally conceded by the




46 ' THE NORTHWEST TERRITORY.

flat - boatmen that Fitch and Fulton were not visionary fools, but men of genius, and that
their inventions could be turned to immense advantage on the rivers of the West.
Steamboats from this time on rap1d1v multiplied, and the occupation of the old flat-
boatman began to pass away. On Captain Shreve’s return to Louisville the citizens gave
him a public reception. Toasts and speeches were made, and the ¢ Washington” de-
clared to be the herald of a new era in the West. Captain Shreve in his speech asserted
that the time would come when the trip to Orleans would be made in ten days. His pre-
diction was more than verified, for as early as 1853, the trip was made in four days and
nine hours.

While these festivities were going on in Louisville, the ¢ General Pike ” was stem-
ming the current of the Mississippi for a new port in steamboat navigation. With a
heavy load of freight and passengers she left New Orleans for St. Louis. On her arrival
at the latter city several thousand people greeted her as she slowly approached the
landing.

Steam navigation commenced on the Missouri in 1819, the first boat being the
“Independent,” commanded by Captain Nelson. She ascended as far as Chariton and
Franklin, at which points she received a cargo of furs and buffalo hides, and returned
with them to St. Louis.

In 1816 Fort Armstrong was erected at the lower end of Rock Island. On the 10th
of May of this year Col. Lawrence, with the Eighth Regiment and a company of rifle-
men, arrived here in keel boats. Col. George Davenport resided near the fort and
supplied the troops with provisions, and also engaged in trading with the Indians. Most
of his goods were brought from ¢ Mackinaw ” through Green Bay, thence up Fox river
to the ¢ Portage,” where they were packed across to the Wisconsin river, and carried
down the Mississippi in what were called ¢ Mackinaw Boats.” The navigation of the
upper NIlel%SIppl was confined to keel-boats until 1823, when the first steamboat — the
“ Virginia ”’ —from Wheeling, ascended with provisions to Prairie du Chien.  This boat
was three or four days in passing the rapids at Rock Island. After this, up to 1827,
steamboats continued to ascend the upper Mississippi ocecasionally with troops and mili-
tary stores. In this year Capt. James May, of the steamboat “Shamrock,” made the
first voyage with her from Pittsburg to Galena. This was the first general business trip
ever made on the upper Mississippi by a steamboat. Capt. May continued as master of
a steamboat on this part of the river until 1834.

The first navigation of any considerable portion of the Missouri river was that of
Captains Lewis and Clarke, when in 1804 they ascended that river in keel-boats, or
barges, from its mouth almost to its source. Of late years steamboats have navigated
it 1e0ul'LrIV to Fort Benton. Steamboat navigation has also been employed on many of
the smaller rivers of the West, including the Des Moines and Cedar rivers in Iowa. The
introduction of railroads has bupemeded the necessity of depending upon the uncertain
navigation of the smaller rivers for carrying purposes. The great water-courses, how-
ever, will doubtless always remain the indispensable commercial highways of the nation.
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CHAPTHER VIIL :
ARCHEOLOGY OF THE NORTHWEST.

Ancient Works — Conjectures — Works of the Mound Builders in Ohio — Different Forms and Classes — Mounds
at Gallipolis, Marietta, and Chillicothe — Relics Found — Ancient Fortifications at Circleville and Other
Places — Pre-historic Remains in Other States — In Towa — Excavation of Mounds — Elongated and Round
Mounds — Their Antiquity — Who Were the Mound Builders?

Scattered all over the oreat Northwest are the remains of the works of an ancient
people, who must have heen infinitely more advanced in the arts than the Indian tribes
who inhabited the country at the time of the advent of the European. The question as
to whether the Indians are the descendants of that people, the Mound Builders, is a subject
of antiquarian speculation. One thing, however, is certain, that a people once inhabited
all this vast region who possessed some considerable knowledge of the arts and even the
sciences; a poople of whom the Indians possessed no Lnowledﬂe, but whose works have
survived the mutations of hundreds, and perhaps thousands of years, to attest that they
lived, and acted, and passed away. There have been various conjectures of the learned
concerning the time when, by what people, and even for what purpose, these monuments
of human ingenuity were erected. Their origin is deeply involved in the obscurity of
remote antiquity. Neither history, nor authentic tradition. afford any light by which to
conduct inquiries concerning them, and it is probable that no certainty upon the subject
will ever be attained. DBrief mention of some of these ancient works can not fail to in-
terest the reader. They are found distributed over the country generally from the
Alleghany Mountains to the Rocky Mountains. They are more numerous and more
remarkable, however, in some parts of the country than in others.

Some of the most remarkable fortifications in Ohio are at Worthington, Granville,
Athens, Marietta, Gallipolis, Chillicothe, and Circleville 5 also, on Paint Creek, 15 miles
northwest of Chillicothe, and on a plain three miles northeast of the last named city.
In some localities there are both mounds and fortifications, while in others there are
mounds only. The mounds vary in magnitude, and also somewhat in shape. Some are
conical, ending sharply at the summit, and as steep on the sides as the earth could be
made to lie. Others ave of the same form, except that they present a flat area on the
top, like a cone cut off at some distance from its vortex, in a plane coincident with its
base, or with the horizon. Others again, are of a semi globular shape. Of this descrip-
tion was that standing in Gallipolis. The largest one near Worthington is of the second
kind, and presents on the summit a level area of forty feet in diameter. There is one at
Marietta of this kind, but the area on the top does not exceed twenty feet in diameter.
Its perpendicular height is about fifty feet, and its circumference at the base twenty rods.
Those in Worthington and Gallipolis are each from fifty to a hundred feet in diameter
at their bases. A large mound once stood in the heart of the city of Chillicothe, but
was leveled forty or htty years ago to make room for the erection of a block of buildings.
and in its destruction a number of relics were exhumed. Several smaller mounds were
located in the same vicinity. They are found scattered in profusion in the valleys of the
Miamis, Scioto, Hocking and Muskingum rivers, as well as south of the Ohio river. One
of the largest is near the Ohio river, 14 miles below Wheeling. This is about 33 rods in
cucumierence and consequently between ten and eleven rods in diameter at its base.
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Its perpendicular height is about seventy feet. On the summit is an area of nearly sixty
feet in diameter, in the middle of which is a regular cavity, the cubical contents of which
are about 3,000 feet. Within a short distance of this mound are five smaller ones, some
of which are thirty feet in diameter. Some of the mounds mentioned, and others not
referred to, have been excavated, either by the antiquarian or in the construction of pub-
lic works, and in the most of them human bones have been discovered. Most of these
bones crumble in pieces or resolve iato dust shortly after being exposed to the air; ex-
cept in some instances, wherein the teeth, jaw, skull, and sometimes a few other bones,
by reason of their peculiar solidity, resist the effects of contact with the air. From the
fact of the finding human remains in them many have inferred that they were erected as
burial places for the dead. In some of them, however, which have been examined, no
human remains have been discovered, but pieces of pottery, stone hatchets, and other
relics, are found in nearly all.

Many of these mounds are composed of earth of a different quality from that which
is found in their immediate vicinity. This circumstance would seem to indicate that the
earth of which they were composed was transported some distance. A striking instance
of this difference of composition was first noticed some sixty or seventy years ago, in a
mound at Franklinton, near the main fork of the Scioto river. This mound was composed
altogether of clay, and the brick for the court-house in that town were made of it at that
time. In it were likewise found a much greater number of human bones than is usually
found in mounds of its size. The characteristics mentioned in connection with the mounds
in Ohio apply to those generally throughout the Northwest.

Not so numerous as the mounds, but more remarkable as involving the principles of
science, especially mathematics, are the fortifications, or earth walls, found in many
places. They are commonly supposed to have been forts, or military fortifications. They
generally consist of a circular wall, composed of earth, and usually as steep on the sides
as the dirt could conveniently be made to lie. Sometimes, though rarely, their form is
elliptical, or oval, and a few of them are quadrangular or square. In height they are
various ; some of them are so low as to be scarcely perceptible ; some from twenty to
thirty feet in height, while others again are of an intermediate elevation. The wall of
the same fort, however, is pretty uniformly of the same height all around. They are like-
wise equally various in the contents of the ground which they enclose, some containing
but a few square rods of ground, while others contain nearly one hundred acres. The number
of their entrances, or gateways, varies in different forts from one to eight or more, in pro-
portion to the magnitude of the enclosure. The walls are mostly single, but in some
instances these works have been found to consist of two parallel walls, adjacent to each
other. The forts are generally located on comparatively elevated ground, adjoining a
river or stream of water. Their situation is usually such as a skillful military engineer
or tactician would have selected for military positions. This fact would seem to
strengthen the theory that they were designed and constructed for fortifications.

The city of Circleville, Ohio, is located on the site of one of the most remarkable of
these fortifications, and from this circumstance takes its name. There are, or were,
indeed, two forts at that place, one circular, and the other square.

The square fort adjoins a circular one on the east, communicating with it by
a gateway. The circular fort consists of two parallel walls, whose tops are, apparently,
about three rods apart, the inner circle being forty-seven rods in diameter. Between
these two walls is a fosse, excavated sufficiently deep and broad to have afforded
earth enough for the construction of the exterior wall alone, and no more. From
this circumstance and others, the earth for the construction of the inner wall is
supposed to have been transported from a distance. The inner wall is composed
of clay, and the outer one of dirt and gravel of similar quality with that which
composes the neighboring ground, which is another circumstance quite conclusive
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of the correctness of the conjecture that the material for the inner wall was brought from
a distance. There is but one original opening, or passage, into the circular fort, and that
is on the east side, connecting it with the square one. The latter has seven avenues lead-
ing into it, exclusive of the one which connects with the circle. There is one at every
corner, and one on each side equi-distant from the angular openings. These avenues are
each twelve feet wide, and the walls on either hand rise immediately to their usual height,
which is about twenty feet. When the town of Circleville was originally laid out, the
trees growing upon the walls of these fortifications and the mounds enclosed in the square
one, were apparently of equal size and age, and those lying down in equal stages of decay,
with those in the surrounding forest, a circumstance proving the great antiquity of these
stupendous remains of former labor and ingenuity. Of course, the progress of modern
civilization in the building of a city over these ancient remains, has long since nearly oblit-
erated many of their parts. The above is a description of them as they appeared sixty
years ago, when Circleville was a mere village, and before the hand of modern vandalism
had marred or obliterated any of the parts. A somewhat minute description of these
ancient remains is given, not because they are more remarkable than many others found
in different parts of the Northwest, but as an example to show the magnitude of many
similar works. Among others in the same State may be mentioned a remarkable mound
near Marietta, which is enclosed by a wall embracing an area 230 feet long by 215 wide.
This mound is thirty feet high and elliptical in form. This mound, with the wall enclos-
ing it, stands apart from two other irregular enclosures, one containing fifty and the other
twenty-seven acres. Within the larger of these two enclosures there are four truncated
pyramids, three of which have graded passage ways to their summits. The largest pyra-
mid is 188 feet long by 132 feet wide, and is ten feet high. From the southern wall of
this enclosure there is a graded passage way 150 feet broad, extending 600 feet to the im-
mediate valley of the Muskingum river. This passage way is guarded by embankments
on either side from eight to ten feet high. In the smaller square there are no pyramidal
structures, but fronting each gate-way there is a circular mound. The walls of these
several enclosures are from twenty to thirty feet broad at the base, and from five to
six feet high. Besides these, many similar embankments may be traced in the same
vicinity.

Squier and Davis, authors of that most elaborate work, entitled *“The Ancient
Monuments of the Mississippi Valley,” estimated that there were in Ross county, Ohio,
at least one hundred enclosures and five hundred mounds. They give the probable num-
ber in that State at from one thousand to fifteen hundred enclosures, and ten thousand
mounds. These estimates are quite likely to be far below the actual number, as their
investigations were made many years ago, when large portions of the State were yet
covered with forests, and before any general interest had been awakened on the subject
of which they treated. Among the remarkable fortifications in Ross county is one at
Cedar Bank, on the east side of the Scioto river, about five miles north of Chillicothe.
It is a square form, enclosing an area of thirty-two acres. The west side of this enclos-
ure is formed by the high bluff bordering the river at this point. There are two gate-
ways opposite each other, one on the north and the other on the south side. Inside of
the enclosure, on a line with the gate-ways, there is a mound 245 feet long and 150 feet
broad.

When this work first attracted the attention of Mr. E. G. Squier, Dr. Davis, and
others engaged in archeaological research, it was in the midst of a dense forest of heavy
timber. Trees of the largest growth stood on the embankments, and covered the entire
area of ground enclosed. About a mile and a half below, on the same side of the
Scioto, are other fortifications, both circular and square, even more remarkable than the
one last described, on account of the forms and combinations which they exhibit. An-
other fortification in this county, in the form of a parallelogram, 2,800 feet long by 1,800
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feet wide, encloses several smaller works and mounds, which altogether make 3,000, 000
cubic feet of enbankment.

A scries of the most wonderful and most gigantic of these pre-historic Works, is to
be found in the Licking Valley, near Newark. The) cover an area of two-square miles.
The works are of such vast magnitude that even with our labor-saving implements to
construct them, would require the labor of thousands of men continued for many months.
“Fort Ancient,”” as it is called, in Warren county, Ohio, has nearly four miles of em-
bankment, f1om eighteen to twenty feet high.

Mounds and fortifications similar to those in Ohio are found in all the States of the
Northwest, and indeed, throughout the entire valley of the Mississippi and its tributaries.
In the valley of the Wabash, in Indiana, are many interesting remains of the works of
the Mound Builders. Near Kahokia, Illinois, there is a mound 2,000 feet in circumfer-
ence. and ninety feet high. Many remarkable objects of interest to the antiquary are
found in Wisconsin. Scattered over her undulating plains are earth-works, modeled
after the forms of men and animals. At Aztalan, in ]effelbon county, is an ancient forti-
fication 550 yards long and 275 yards wide. The walls are from four to five feet high,
and more than twenty feet in thickness at the base. Near the Blue Mounds, in that
State, there is another work, in form resembling a man in a recumbent position. It is
one hundred and twenty feet long and thirty feet across the trunk. At Prairieville there
is still another resembling a tur tle in shape which is fifty-six feet in length. At Cass-
ville there is one which is said to resemble the extinet mastodon. In some instances
these animal resemblances and forms are much defaced by time, while in other cases
they are distinctly visible. Fragments of ancient pottery are found scattered about most
of them.

Scattered over the surface of Iowa, also, are to be found many of these monuments
of a pre-historic race. The mounds especially are numerous, appearing most in that por-
tion of the State east of the Des Moines river, but in a few instances west of it. Groups
of mounds are found along lowa river, in Johnson county, presenting the same general
appearance with those in the States east of the Mississippi. Near the mouth of this
river, in Louisa county, are the remains of an ancient fortification, with a number of
mounds in the same vicinity, which have attracted the attention of the curious. In the
vicinity of Ottumwa, Wapello county, are a large number of mounds, several of which
have been examined. There is a chain of them in this last named county, commencing
near the mouth of Sugar Creek, a small tributary of the Des Moines, and extending
twelve miles northward, with distances between them in some instances as great as two
miles. Two of them were excavated several years ago. One of them was about 45 feet
in diameter, and situated upon the highest 0101md in the vicinity. The other was
directly north about one-fourth of a mile. Its diameter at the lmxp was about 76 fect.
In the center of this last named mound, was found, at the depth of four feet, a layer of
stone, with the appearance of having been subjected to the action of fire. There were
also found a mass of charcoal, a bed of ashes, and calcined human bones. A number of
relics were also found in the smaller mound first mentioned. These examinations were
made by several gentlemen of Ottumwa.

Mr. F. C. Roberts, in a Fort Madison paper, writes of the examination of a mound
sitnated about six miles north of that city, a few years ago. It is located on the hrow
of a hill, is of an elliptical shape, and small in size, bemo only about 30 feet long,
and 15 feet wide ; its height was about six feet. The mound contained a number ot
separate compartments, constructed as follows: First, there was a floor made of lime-
stone, which must have been brought a distance of several miles, as none nearer could
have been obtained. - This floor was laid regular and smooth, the best stone only being
used. Above the floor, with an 1ntelven1ng space of about twenty inches, there was a
roof, also made of limestone. The sides of this vault, if it may so be called, seemed to
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have once had stone walls, but they were more or less caved in. It was also thought that
the roof had originally been much higher. The compartments were made by partitions
or walls of stone. Each compartment was occupied by a human skeleton, and articles
of flint and stone, as well as some bones of animals. All the skeletons of human origin
were placed in a sitting position, with the knees drawn up, and the head inclined forward
between them. The arms were placed by the side, and sometimes clasped around the
knees. Besides the human bones, there were those of some large birds and of some
animal. Some of these were charred, and were found in connection with charcoal and
ashes. There were numerous flint weapons, and small three cornered stones.

In Clayton and other counties in the northeastern part of the State, the Mound
Builders have left numerous monuments of their existence in that region in pre-historic
times. The researches of Hon. Samuel Murdock, of Clayton county, have been exten-
sive and successful in giving to the scientific and antiquarian world much information in
rvelation to these works of ‘an ancient people who once occupied our continent. He has
collected a vast number of relics from the mounds in that portion of the State. After
long and thorough investigation, he gives it as his opinion that in Clayton county alone
there are not less than one hundred thousand artificial mounds, including the two classes, the
round and the elongated, the latter ranging from one hundred to six hundred feet in length.
All of them, so far as examinations have been made, contain more or less skeletons. One
which was examined near Clayton was estimated to have contained over one hundred bodies.
From investigations made, the inference is drawn that the elongated mounds are of greater
antiquity than the round ones. The skeletons found in the former are in a more ad-
vanced state of decay, and in some of them there is scarcely any trace of bones. In
nearly all the round mounds skeletons were found in a remarkably good state of pre-
servation, and can be obtained by the thousand. These facts indicate most conclusively
that the elongated mounds were the work of an older race of the Mound Builders, and
that they were erected ages before the round ones were. The fact that human remains
have been found in nearly all of both classes favors the theory that they were erected as
receptacles for the dead.

While workman were excavating a mound for the foundation of a warehouse in the
city of McGregor, in the Summer of 1874, human bones were found, and also a stone ax
weighing thirteen pounds. It was embedded twenty feet below the original suriace.

As stated, the work of the Mound Builders was not confined to that portion of the
State embracing the Mississippi drainage. Similar remains, though not so numerous, are
observed on the western slope of the water-shed between the two great rivers bordering
the State. Some five miles below Denison, Crawford county, in the valley of Boyer
river, there is a semi-circular group of artificial mounds. They are situated on a plateau,
rising above the first, or lower bottom, and are about nine in number, each rising to a
height of from five to six feet above the general level of the ground. Another similar
group is located on a second bottom, at the mouth of Paradise creek, in the same county.
Human remains have been found in some of them.

GALENA MOUNDS.

On the top of the high bluffs that skirt the west bank of the Mississippi, about two
and a half miles from Galena, are a number of these silent monuments of a pre-historic
age. The spot is one of surpassing beauty. From that point may be obtained a view of
a portion of three States,—Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin. A hundred feet below, at the
foot of the perpendicular cliffs, the traius of the Illinois Central Railroad thunder around
the curve, the portage is in full view, and the ** Father of Waters,” with its numerous
bayous and islands, sketches a grand panorama for miles above and below. Here,
probably thousands of years ago, a race of men now extinct, and unknown even in the
traditions of the Indians who inhabited that section for centuries before the discovery of




52 THE NORTHWEST TERRITORY,

America by Columbus, built these strangely wonderful and enigmatical mounds. At
this point these mounds are circular and conical in form. The largest one is at least forty
feet in diameter at the base, and not less than fifteen feet high, even yet, after it has been
beaten by the storms of many centuries. On its top stands the large stump of an oak
tree that was cut down about fifty years ago, and its annual rings indicate a growth of
at least two hundred years.

One of the most singular earth-works in Illinois was found on the top of a ridge near
the east bank of the Sinsinawa creek in the lead region. Itresembled some huge animal,
the head, ears, nose, legs and tail, and general outline of which being as perfect as if
made by men versed in modern art. The ridge on which it was situated stands on the
prairie, 300 yards wide, 100 feet in height, and rounded on the top by a deep deposit of
clay. Centrally, along the line of its summit, and thrown up in the form of an embank-
ment three feet high, extended the outline of a quadruped measuring 250 feet from the
tip of the nose to the end of the tail, and having a width of 18 feet at the center of the
body. The head was 35 feet in length, the ears 10 feet, legs 60 and tail 75. The curva-
ture in both the fore and hind legs was natural to an animal lying on its side. The
general outline of the figure most nearly resembled the extinct animal known to geolo-
gists as the Megatherium. The question naturally arises, By whom and for what purpose
was this earth figure raised ? Some have conjectured that numbers of this now extinct
animal lived and roamed over the prairies of Illinois when the Mound Builders first
made their appearance on the upper part of the Mississippi Valley, and that their wonder
and admiration, excited by the colossal dimensions of these huge creatures, found some
expression in the erection of this figure. The bones of some similar gigantic animals
were exhumed on this stream about three miles from the same place.

LARGE CITIES.

Mr. Breckenridge, who examined the antiquities of the Western country in 1817,
speaking of the mounds in the American Bottom, says: ¢ The great number and
extremely large size of some of them may be regarded as furnishing, with other circum-
stances, evidences of their antiquity. T have sometimes been induced to think that at
the period when they were constructed there was a population here as nuumerous as that
which once animated the borders of the Nile or Euphrates, or of Mexico. The most
numerous, as well as considerable, of these remains are found in precisely those parts of
the country where the traces of a numerous population might be looked for, namely,
from the mouth of the Ohio on the east side of the Mississippi, to the Illinois river, and
on the west from the St. Francis to the Missouri. I am perfectly satisfied that cities
similar to those of ancient Mexico, of several hundred thousand souls, have existed in
this country.”

It is sometimes difficult to distinguish the places of sepulture raised by the Mound
Builders from the more modern graves of the Indians. The tombs of the former were
in general larger than those of the latter, and were used as receptacles for a greater
number of bodies, and contain relics of art, evincing a higher degree of civilization than
that attained by the Indians. The ancient earthworks of the Mound-Builders have
occasionally been appropriated as burial places by the Indians, but the skeletons of the
latter may be distinguished from the osteological remains of the former by their greater
stature.

The fact that their works extend into Mexico and Peru has induced the belief that
it was their posterity that dwelt in these countries when they were first visited by the
Spaniards. The Mexican and Peruvian works, with the exception of their greater
magnitude, are similar. Relics common to all of them have been occasionally found, and
it is believed that the religious uses which they subserved were the same.

Having noticed briefly some of the various forms in which these stupendous works
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of men who lived far back in the centuries, whose annals have not come down to us in
any written language, we can say now that the most learned have only been able to
conjecture as to the remoteness of their antiquity. The evidences that they are of very
great age are abundant and conclusive, but how many hundreds or thousands of years?
This is the problem that many an antiquary would freely give years of study and inves-

tigation to solve. The length of time which elapsed during which these works were in
progress is another of the unsolved questions connected “with them, and yet there is
abundant eviderice that some of them are much older than others; that the process of
their construction extends over a large duration of time—a time during which the
Mound Builders themselves passed through the changes which mark the monuments that
they have left behind them. It is a well known fact that the manners and customs of
rude nations isolated from intercourse and commerce with the world, pass through the
process of change and development very slowly. The semi-civilized nations of eastern
lands, after the lapse of thousands of years, still cling to the manners and customs, and
the superstitions of their ancestors, who lived at the early dawn of our historic period.
They use the same rude implements of husbandry, the sume utensils in the household, the
same arms in warfare, and practice the same style of dress—ali with bunt little change or
modification. The changes are only sufficiently marked to be perceptible after many
generations have passed away. Situated as the Mound Builders were, we can but infer
that they too passed slowly through the processes of change, and the works which they
have left behind them ‘cho1ouohlv attest the truth of this plopommon Their older works
appear to be more elaborate and more intricate, showing that the eariier workers were
possessed of a higher dezree of attainment in the mechanical arts than those whose
works are more recent. The inference is that probably after long ages, they gradually
retrograded, and were finally subdued or driven southward into Mexico and Central
America, by the ancestors of the Indians, who came upon them from the northwest, as
the Goths and Vandals invaded and subverted the Roman Empire. This final subjuga-
tion may have resulted after centuries of warfare, during which time these fortifications
were constructed as defences against the enemy. That they were for military purposes
is scarcely susceptible of a doubt. This implies a state of warfare, and war implies an
enemy. The struggle ended in the final subjugation of that people to whom we apply
the name of Mound Builders—their conquerors and successors being a race of people in
whom we recognize to this day, traces of the Asiatic type.

We, another race of people, after the lapse of other ages, tread to-day, in our turn,
on the ruins of at least a limited civilization — a civilization older than that of the Aztecs,
whom Cortez found in Mexico. This great Mississippi valley was once a populous
empire, millions of whose subjects repose in the sepulchers scattered in our valle) and
over our prairies. While we bow at the shrine of a more intelligent Deity, and sirive to
build up o truer and better civilization. let us still remember that we tread on classic
around.
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CHAPTER IX.
WESTERN AND NORTHWESTERN STALE

Legislation in Regard to Ohio — Admission as a State — Description — Climate and Soil — Origin of Name — Seat

of Government — Legislation in Regard to Indiana — Description — Lost River — \Vy:m(lot Cave — Seat of
Government — Internal Implovements—— Vincennes — Illinois — Physical Features — Productions — Towns
and Cities —* Lover's Leap ” —* Buffalo Rock ”—** Cave in the Rock ” — Michigan — The Boundary Question

— Admission as a State— Description — History — Towns and Cities — Wisconsin — Description — Climate
and Productions — Objects of Interest — Towns and Cities — Sketch of Milwaukee — Minnesota — Descrip-
tion — Lakes — Climate and Productions — Natural Scenery — Red Pipe Stone— Ilistorical Sketch — Towns
and Cities — Nebraska — Description — Towns and Cities — Missouri— Organic Legislation — The * Missouri
Compromise ” — Description — Early Settlement — St. Louis.

OHIO.

Ohio was the first State formed out of the territory northwest of the river Ohio,
and was ceded to the United States by the General Assembly of Viruinia in 17383, and
‘accepted by the Congress of the United States, March 1, 1784. This territory was
divided into two separate governments by act of Conoxess of May 7, 1800. Ohio re-
mained a Territorial crovernment until under an act of Congress, <Lpploved April 30,
1802, it adopfed a State constitution, and was alloweid one 1ep1csenmt1ve in Congress.
On the first of November of the same year the constitution was presented in Con01eSs
The people having, on November 29, 1802, complied with the act of Congress of Apnl
30, 1802, Whe1eby the State became one of the United States, an act was passed and
a,pproved February 19, 1803, for the due execution of the laws of the United States
within that State.

The State embraces an area of about 39,964 square miles, or 25,576,960 acres.
There are no mountains, but the ceuntral portion of the State is elevated about 1,000 foet
above the level of the sea, while other portions are from 600 to 800 feet in elevation. A
belt of highlands north of the middle of the State separates the rivers flowing north into
Lake Erie from those flowing south into the Ohio river. The middle portion of the
State in great part is an elevated plain with occasional patclics of marsh land. A large
proportion of the State when first settled was covered with forests, but in the central
part there was some prairie. Boulders are found scattered over the surface, as they are
generally throug hout the Northwest.

The bituminous coal-fielil of the State extends over an area embracing nearly 12,000
square miles. It occupies the eastern and southeastern parts, with its northern boundary
running near Wooster, Newark, and Lancaster. There are also frequent beds of lime-
stone, as well as sandstone well suited for heavy masonry. The most important of the other
mineral productions is iron, which it possesses in great abundance. This is found run-
ning through the counties of Lawrence, Gallia, Jackson, Meigs, Vinton, Athens, and
Hockmg, in a bed 100 miles long by 12 wide. For fine castings it is not surpassed by
that found in any other part of the United States. Salt springs are also frequent.

The great river of the State is the Ohio, which forms its southern boundary, and
receives the tributary volume of waters ﬁowino from the Muskingum, Scioto, and Miami,
as well as those of many smaller streams. The interior rivers mentioned vary in length
from 110 to 200 miles. The Ohio is navigable by steamboats of the first-class dLllll)O
one-half the year to Pittsburgh. The Muskmgum is navigable by means of dams and
locks to Zanesville, 70 miles from its mouth, and at times 30 miles farther up to Coshoc-
ton. On the northern slope of the State, beginning at the northwest, are the Maumee,
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Sandusky, Huron, and Cuyahoga, all flowing into Lake Erle, and all flowing their entire
course within the State, except the Maumee, which rises in Indiana. The last-named
river is navigable for lake steamers a distance of 18 miles. Lake Erie coasts the State
about 150 miles un the north and northeast, affording several good harbors.

The climate in the southern part of the State is mild, while in the north the temper-
ature is equally as rigorous as in the same latitude near the Atlantic. Great droughts
have occasionally plevalled but the State is regarded as one of the most ploductne in
the Union. Indian corn, wheat, rye, oats, and barle,\, are the leading cereals. All the
fruits of the temperate latitudes are generally abundant. The forest trees are of many
kinds, including the several varieties of oalk, hickory, sugar maple, beech, poplar, ash,
sycamore, paw-paw, buckeye, dogwood, cherry, elm, and hackberry.

The State receivesits name from that of the river which formsits southern boundary.
It is of Indian or aboriginal origin. It is not easy to determine its real signification in
the Indian language, but some writers have claimed that it means handsome or beautiful.
This opinion would seem to be somewhat plausible from the fact that the early Frencl
explorers called it La Belle Riviere, or the Beautiful River, having probably learned the
signification of the Indian name, and therefore gave it a French name with the same
signification.

Olio was first partially settled by a few French emigrants on the Ohio river, while
they possassed Canada and Louisiana, about the middle of the last century. DBut these
cettlements were very iuconsiderable until the years 1787 and 1788, when the Ohio
Company and others from New England made the settlement at Marietta. The early
inhabitants were much aunoyed by the incursions of the Indians, who had successively
defeated Gen. Harmar and Gen. St. Clair, in 1791 and 17 ()-, bhut were themselves uttell\
routed by Gen. Wayne in August, 1794,  Fort Sandusky, in the war of 1812, was suc-
‘CebstHV defended by Maj. C10<Jhan then but 21 years of age, with 160 men against the
attack of Gen. Proctor, wwh 500 British regulars and as many Indians. Cincinnati was
laid out as early as 1738, but there were only a few settlers until after Wayne’s victory.
- It then improved mpldly, having in 1818 a population of UD\\ ard of 9,000. Chillicothe
was laid out in 1796, and in 1818 had a poyulatmn of 2,600. (;olumbus, the present
capital, was laid out early in the year 1812, and in 1818 contained about 1,500 inhabi-
tants. Cleveland was laid out in 14%, and about the same time a number of settlements
were made along the Miami. Until the legislature met in Columbus, in December, 1316,
Cineinnati and Chillicothe had alternately enjoyed the distinetion of being both the
Territorial and State capitals. In 1814 the first State-house, a plain brick building, was
erected at Columbus, the permanent seat of the State Government. In February, 1852
it was entirely consumed by five, and was succeeded by the prewnt fine State capitol,
which had been commenced prior to the destruction of the old one. The convention
which formed the first constitution of the State was held in Chillicothe, in November, 1802.

The following table shows the population of Ohio at the close of cach decade. from
1800 to 1870

| i
YEAR. WIII'TE, i COLORED. ' AGGREGATE.
I800. c o i e 15,023 337 45.3035
B3 o o 228,801 1.500 230,760
1820, L e e 576.572 4723 581,295
1830 oo 928,329 0.574 037.903
b 0 1T TP 1,502,122 I . 17.345 1.519,..67
1850 oo e il e 1,955,050 | 25.279 l‘ 1.080.329
1800 . i e e 2,302,508 | 36 673 *2,339.511
1870 - o e e e 2,601,946 t 63.213 | *3 663,260

* The above aggregate for 1860 includes 30 enumerated as Indians, and the aggregate for
1870 includes 100 enumerated as Indians,
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INDIANA.

Indiana was formed out of a part of the Northwestern Territory which was ceded to
the United States by Virginia. It received a separate Territorial form of govern-
ment by act of Congress of May 7, 1800, and William Henry Harrison was appointed
Governor. At this time it included all the territory west to the Mississippi river, includ-
ing all now embraced in the States of Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, and that part of
Minnesota east of the Mississippi. The seat of the territorial government was estab-
lished at Vincennes. By act of January 11, 1805, it was divided into two separate
governments, and that of Michigan created. Again, February 3, 1809, that of Illinois
was created. On the 19th of April, 1816, Congress passed an act to enable the people
of Indiana to form a constitution and State government. On the 29th of June of the
same year the people formed a constitution, and on the 11th of December, 1816, an act
of Congress was approved admitting the State into the Union. The laws of the United
States were extended to the State by an act of March 3, 1517.

Indiana is 278 miles in its greatest length from north to south, and about 144 miles
in width, and includes an area of 33,809 square miles, or 21,637,760 acres. It has no
mountains or great elevations, but portions south of White river are somewhat hilly.
North of the White and, Wabash rivers the country is generally level or slightly undulat-
ing. The rivers are generally bordered by rich alluvial bottom lands, sometimes extend-
ing for several miles in width. Some of the southeastern counties in places present a
rocky surface. The eastern part is generally heavily timbered, while the western is
chiefly prairie. The State has a gradual inclination toward the Ohio, and most of the
streams flow into that river. Lake Michigan borders the State on the northwest for a
distance of about 40 miles, while the Ohio forms the entire southern boundary. In the
northern part there are some small lakes. The Wabash is the largest interior river, and
with its tributaries drains nearly three-fourths of the State. At high water it is navig-
able by steamboats as far as Covington. White river is its principal tributary. It 1rises
in two branches in the eastern part of the State, the two branches uniting about 30 miles
from the Wabash. The Maumee is formed by the St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s in the
northeastern part of the State, and passes off into Ohio. The Kankakee, one of the
sources of the Illinois, drains the northwestern part of the State. Among other streams
are the Tippecanoe, Mississiniwa, Whitewater, Flat Rock, and the Blue rivers.

The State yields an abundance of coal, the great deposit being in the southwestern
portion, and embracing an area of nearly 8,000 square miles, or some twenty-two coun-
ties, in most of which it is profitably mined. There are alsoiron, zinc, gypsum, and lime
and sandstone. Many quarries of stone yield excellent building material.

Indiana is not without its natural wonders which have attracted the attention of the
curious. Among these is Lost river, in Orange county. This stream is about fifty feet
in width. It sinks many feet under ground, and then rises to the surface at a distance of
11 miles. Then there is Wyandot Cave, in Crawford county. In beauty and magnifi-
cence it almost rivals the celebrated Mammoth Cave in Kentucky. It has been explored
a distance of over 20 miles. Its greatest width is about 300 feet, and its greatest height
245 feet. Among its interior wonders are * Bandit’s Hall,” ¢ Pluto’s Ravine,” * Monu-
ment Mountain,” ¢ Lucifer’s Gorge,” and * Calypso’s Island.” The interior is brilliantly
sparred with pendant stalactites.

‘The climate is milder than in the same latitude on the Atlantic coast, but somewhat
subject to sudden changes. The soil is generally productive, and in the river bottoms
very deep, well adapted to Indian corn and other kinds of grain. The alluvial bottom
lands of the Wabash and its tributaries are especially noted for their fertility. The pro-
ductions are the various kinds of grain, vegetables, and fruits common in temperate lati-
tudes.
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Indiana has a large variety of forest trees. Among those indigenous to the State
are several kinds of oak, poplar, ash, walnut, hickory, elm, cherry, maple, buckeye, beech,
locust, sycamore, cottonwood, hackberry, mulberry, and some sassafras.

Indianapolis is the capital, and is situated on the west fork of White river, in Marion
county. The site was selected for the capital in 1820, while the whole country for forty
miles in every direction was covered with a dense forest. Previous to 1825 the State
capital was at Corydon, but in that year the public offices were removed to Indianapolis.
The State -house was erected at a cost of $60,000, and at that time was considered an
elegant building. It is now unsuited for the purposes of a great State like Indiana, and
will soon give place to a larger and more elegant structure. Indianapolis in 1840 had a
population of 2,692; in 1850 it had 8,900 : in 1860 it had 18,611 ; and in 1870 it had
48,244,

In works of internal improvement Indiana stands among the leading States of the
Mississippi valley. Railroads radiate in all directions from Indianapolis, and there is
scarcely a place in the State of any considerable importance that is not connected,
directly or indirectly, with the larger cities. Among her early improvements were the
Wabash and Erie Canal, connecting Evansville with Toledo, and the Whitewater Canal,
connecting Cambridge City with Lawrenceburg, on the Ohio. Of the Wabash and Erie
Canal, 379 miles are within the limits of Indiana. The Whitewater Canal is T4 miles
long. Indianapolis is the largest and most important city in the State, and among the
principal cities may be mentioned New Albany, Evansville, Fort Wayne, La Fayette,
Terre Haute, Madison, Laporte, Jeffersouville, Logansport, Crawfordsville, Lawrenceburg,
South Bend and Michigan City. Corydon, the former State capital, is 115 miles south
of Indianapolis, in Harrison county. When the seat of government was removed from
this place to Indianapolis, in 1824, it remained stationary for a long time, but within a
few years it has become more flourishing. Vincennes, the ancient seat of the Territorial
government, is on the left bank of the Wabash river, 120 miles south of Indianapolis.
It is the oldest town in the State, and possesses much historic interest, being first set-
tled by the French about the year 1735. Many of the present inhabitants are of French
descent. The seat of government was removed from Vincennes to Corydon in 1813.

The following table shows the population of Indiana. at the close of each decade,
from 1800 to 1870 :

COLORED. .  AGGREGATE.

YEAR. 1 WHITE, l
i
1800 - - e om oo e ‘ 2402 | 298 | 2,517
b €0 T 23.890 | 630 | 21.520
I820 o ool ' 135,738 | 1,420 147.173
I830 e e el oo i 339.399 3,032 343,031
G X L R | 678,008 ' 7,168 635,560
1850 c e o e e e i 977,154 i 11,202 938,416
1800 . o e e e el ! 1,338,710 | 11,428 #1,330.428
1870 o o i . ' 1,055,857 I 24,560 *1,650,637

“*The above aggregate for 1860 includes 290 enumerated as Indians, and the aggregate for
1870 includes 240 enumerated as Indians.

Irtaxois.

Illinois was the third State admitted to the Union from the Northwestern Territory.
It was set off from Indiana Territory as a separate and distinct territorial dependency,
under act of Congress approved February 3, 1809, and admitted as a sovereign and inde-
pendent State under act of Congress approved December 3, 1818.

5




58 THE NORTHWEST TERRITORY.

PHYSICAL FEATURES.

The extreme length of Illinois from north to south is about 380 miles, and its
greatest width about 200 miles. It embraces an area of 55,409 square miles, or 85,459,-
200 acres. The surface of the State is generally level, with a general inclination from
north to south, as indicated by the course of its rivers. There are some elevated bluffs
along the Mississippi and Illinois rivers, and a small tract of hilly country in the south-
ern part of the State. The northwest part also contains a considerable amount of broken
land. Some of the prairies are large, but in the early settlement of the State there were
many small prairies, skirted with fine groves of timber. The prairies are generally
undulating, and in their native state were clothed in a great variety of beautiful wild
flowers. The State is well supplied with minerals of great economic value. The region
of Galena, in the northwest part, has for many years yielded vast quantities of lead.
The coal fields cover an area of 44,000 square miles. There are salt springs in Gallatin,
Jackson and Vermillion counties ; and medicinal springs, chiefly sulphur and chalybeate,
bave been found in several places. Excellent building stone for heavy masonry, are
quarried at Joliet, Lemont, Quincy, and other places.

Illinois possesses preéminent facilities for water transportation, the Mississippi river
forming the entire western boundary, and the Ohio the entire southern, while Lake
Michigan bounds it on the northeast 60 miles. The Illinois river is navigable for steam-
boats 286 miles. Rock river, though having obstructions near its mouth, has in times of
high water been navigated for a considerable distance. Kaskaskia, Sangamon and Spoon
rivers have also been navigated by steamboat, but the construction of railroads has in a
great measure superseded the necessity of this means of transportation. Among the riv-
ers are the upper portion of the Wabash, which receives from this State the waters of the
Vermillion, Embarras and Little Wabash. The principal tributaries, or sources, of the
Illinois river are Kaskaskia, Des Plaines and Fox rivers. l.ake Peoria is an expansion of
the Illinois river, near the middle of the State. Lake Pishtoka, in the northeast part, is
a lake of some importance.

Illinois, extending through five degrees of latitude, presents considerable variety of
climate. Peaches and some other fruits, which do not succeed so well in the northern
part, rarely fail to yield abundantly in the southern part. The State has immense agri-
cultural capabilities, unsurpassed, indeed, by any other State in the Union, unless it may
be the younger State of Iowa. Among its agricultural staples are Indian corn, wheat,
oats, rye, potatoes, butter and cheese. Stock raising on the prairies of Illinois, has, for
many years, been carried on extensively. All the fraits and vegetables common to the
latitudes in which it is situated are successfully and abundantly produced.

Timber is plentiful, but not very equally diffused. The bottom lands are supplied
with fine growths of black and white walnut, ash, hackberry, elm, sugar maple, honey
locust, sycamore, cottonwood, hickory, and several species of oak. Some of these also
grow on the uplands, and in addition white oak, and other valuable kinds of timber.
White and yellow poplar flourish in the southern part, and eypress on the Ohio bottom
lands.

As we have seen, Illinois did not become a member of the Federal Union until 1818,
yet settlements were made within its limits about the same time that William Penn colo-
nized Pennsylvania, in the latter part of the seventeenth century. These settlements,
like other French colonies, failed to increase very rapidly, and it was not until after the
close of the Revolution, that extensive colonization commenced.

Springfield, the capital of Illinojs, was laid out in 1822. It is situated three miles
south of the Sangamon river, in Sangamon county, and is surrounded by rich and exten-
sive prairies, which have been transformed into splendid farms. Large quantities of
bituminous coal are mined in this vicinity. This eity will ever be memorable as the home
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of Abraham Lincoln, and as the place where his remains are entombed. In 1840 it had
a populatlon of 2,579; in 1850 it had 4,533 ; in 1860 it had 7,002 ; and in 1870 it had
17,364. Since the last date the population has increased rapidly. A new and magnifi-
cent State capitol has been erected, and Springfield may now be regarded as one of the
flourishing cities of Illinois. }

Cth’th, on the site of old Fort Dearborn, is now the largest interior city of the
United States. It stands on the shore of Lake Michigan, with the Chicago river flowing
through it. As the great commercial emporium of the Northwest, a special account of
this Clty will be given elsewhere. Among other large and thnvmff cities are Peoria,
Quincy, Galena, Bellevﬂle Alton, Rochford Bloommcrton, Ottaw&, Aurora, Lincoln,
Rock Island, Galesburg, Joliet and Jacksouville.

The internal improvements of Illinois are on a grand scale. The railroads traverse
almost every county, connecting her towns and cities with her great commercial city on
the lake, and with the markets of the East. Besides these, she has her great canal, from
Chicago to Peru, uniting the waters of Lake Michigan with the Mississippi river. This
canal is 100 miles long.

A few striking features of the natural scenery of this State may be mentioned.
Along the Mississippi are bold and picturesque bluffs, rising from one to three hundred
feet. ¢ Starved Rock ” and ¢ Lover’s L.eap ” are eminences on Illinois river, the former
being a perpendicular mass of limestone, eight miles below Ottawa, and rising 150 feet
above the river. It is so called from an incident in Indian warfare. A band of Illinois
Indians took refuge on this eminence from the Pottawatomies, but being surrounded by
the latter, they all died, it is said not of starvation, but of thirst. Nearly opposite
“ Lover’s Leap " is * Buffalo Rock,” 100 feet high. Here the Indians formerly drove the
Buffalo, and with shouts caused them to crowd each other over the precipice. On the
banks of the Ohio, in Hardin county, is ** Cave in the Rock,” the entrance to which is
but little above the water. The cave ascends gradually from the entrance to the extreme
limit, back 180 feet. In 1797 it was the rendezvous of a band of robbers, who sallied
forth to rob boatmen and emigrants. Other outlaws have since made it their abode.

The following table shows the population of Illinois at the close of each decade,
from 1800 to 1570.

YEAR. WHITE, COLORED. | AGGREGATE.

I- — B} i e
IS00_ ... ... e e e ’ 2,275 | 183 2,453
T8I0, o e . | 11,501 | 781 12,232
I1820 i oo e e { 53,788 | 1.374 55,162
I830 c o i el oo 153,001 | 2,584 137,445
T80 e il ol | 452,254 | 3929 | 170,183
T850 oo o e el ! 846,034 | 3.430 ’ 851,470
1860 _ ... ... e e 1,704.291 7,028 ®IL7T1,051
I870 e e e | 2,511,006 28,762 } 2,530,801

* The above aggregate for 1860 includes 32 enumerated Indians, and the same number
enumerated as Indians in 1870.

MiIcHIGAN.

Michigan was formed out of a part of the territory ceded to the United States by
the State of Virginia. It was detached from Indiana Territory, and became a separate
Territorial government under an act of Congress approved January 11, 1805. It re-
mained for more than thirty years under a territorial form of government, but embraced
a vast region not now included in the State. During this time there was considerable
1601sht10n in regard to its boundaries, the most ll’llp()lt‘hllt of which was the adjustment
of the boundaly line between Michigan and the State of Ohio, in 1836. In January,
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1833, a memorial of the Legislative Council of the Territory was presented to Congress,
praying for admission into the Union as a State. The prayer of the memorial was not
granted at that time, partly on account of the disputed boundary question. Finally, on
the 15th of June, 1836, an act was passed * to establish the northern boundary of the
State of Ohio, and to provide for the admission of the State of Michigan into the Union,
upon conditions therein expressed.” One of the conditions was, that if a convention of
delegates elected by the people of Michigan for the purpose of giving their assent to the
boundaues, as declared and established bv the act of June ]vth 19.36 should first ¢ive
their assent, then Michigan was to be declared one of the States of the Union. This
condition having been comphed with, Congress, on the 26th of January, 1837, passed an
act declaring I \Iu,hlgfm one of the United States, and admitting it into the Union upon
an equal footing with the original States.

Michigan occupies two peninsulas, the southern one lying between Lakes Erie, St.
Clair and Huron on the east, and Lake Michigan on the west; and the northern one be-
tween Lakes Michican and Huron on the south, and Lake Superior on the north. The
northern pemnbuh is about 820 miles in extreme length, from southeast to northiwest,
and 130 miles in its greatest width. The southern pemnsul(m is about 283 miles from
north to south, and 210 miles from east to west in its greatest width. The joint area of
the two peninsulas is 56,243 square miles, or 35,595, 520 acres. The northern peninsula
embraces about two-fifths of the total area.

The southern peninsula is generally an undulating plain, with a few slight elevations.
The shores of Lake Huron are often characterized by steep bluffs, while those of Lake
Michigan are coasted by shifting sand-hills, rising from one hundred to two hundred feet
in height. In the southern part of thib peninsula are large districts covered with thinly
scattered trees, called ¢ oak openings.”

The northern peninsula is in striking contrast with the southern, both as to soil and
surface. It is rugged, with streams abounding in water-falls. The Wisconsin, or Porcu-

b - . . . .
pine Mountains, form the water-shed between Lakes Michigan and Superior, and attain
an elevation of 2,000 feet in the northwestern portion of the peninsula. ~ The shores of

Lake Superior are composed of sandstone rock, which in places is worn by the winds and
waves into many strange and T:mmful shapes, resembling the ruins of castles, and form-
ing the celebratec « Pictured Rocks.” The northern penmsula of Michigan possesses
probably the richest copper mines in the world, occupying a belt one hundred and twenty
- miles in length by from two to six miles in width. It is rich in minerals, but rigorous in
climate and steule in soil. Coal is plentiful at Corunna, one hundred miles hom Detroit.
The State is so surrounded and intersected by lakes as to fairly entitle it to the sou-
briquet of ¢ The Lake State,”” There are a number of small lakes in the interior of the
State, which add to the general variety of scenery, but are not important to navigation.
The Straits of Mackinaw (formerly written Michilimackinac) divide the southern from
the northern peninsula, and connect the waters of Lakes Michigan and Huron by a navi-
gable channel. There are a number of small rivers, the most important in the southern
peninsula being St. Joseph’s, Kalamazoo, Grand, Muskegon and Manistee, all emptying
into Lake Mlchw'm, and Au Sable and Saginaw, ﬁowmor into Lake Hulon, and the
Huron and Raisin discharging their waters into Lake Erie. ~ The principal rivers of the
northern peninsula are the Menomonee, Montreal and Ontonagon.  The shores around
the lakes arve indented by numerous bays. Several small islands belong to Michigan, the
most imortant of which is Isle Royale, noted for its copper mines.

The climate of Michigan is generally rigorous, except in proximity to the lakes,
where the fruits of the temperate zone succeed admirably.  The northern peninsula is
favorable for Winter wheat, but Indian corn does not succeed well. In the southern
peninsula, Indian corn is produced abundantly, as well as the Winter grains. This part
of the State is pre-eminently agricultural.
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Portions of the northern peninsula are heavily timbered with white pine, spruce,
hemlock, birch, aspen, maple, ash and elm, and vast quantities of lumber are manufac-
tured at the fine mill-sites afforded by the rapid streams. Timber is plentiful also in the
southern peninsula, and consists chiefly of several species of oak, hickory, ash, basswood,
maple, elm, linden, locust, dogwood, poplar, beech, sycamore, cottonwood, black and
white walnut, cherry, pine, tamarack, cypress, cedar and chestnut.

Northern Michigan abounds in picturesque scenery, among which may be mentioned
the ¢ Pictured Rocks,” composed of sandstone of various colors. They extend for about
twelve miles, and rise 300 feet above the water. Sometimes cascades shoot over the
precipice, so that vessels can sail between them and the natural wall of the rock. This
portion-of the State every season attracts large numbers of excursionists and pleasure-
seekers, on account of its charming and interesting scenery.

The State is named for the lake which forms a part of its boundary, and signifies in
the Indian language, ¢ Great Water.” The first white settlements were by the French,
near Detroiv and at Mackinaw, in the latter half of the seventeenth century ; but these
colonies did not progress rapidly. This territory, with other French possessions in
North America, came into possession of Great Britain at the peace of 1763. It remained
under the dominion of Great Britain until the American Revolution, when it became the
possession of the United States. The British, however, did not surrender Detroit until
1796. This region was chiefly the scene of the exploits of the celebrated chief Pontiac,
after the expulsion of the French. During the war of 1812, Michigan became the
theater of several of the battles and many of the incidents connected with that war.
At Frenchtown, in this State, January 22, 1813, occurred a cruel massacre by the sav-
ages of a party of American prisoners of war. Gen. Harrison soon after drove the
enemy out of the Territory, and removed the seat of war into Canada, where he fought
and gained the battle of the Thames.

Lansing, the capital of Michigan, is situated on Grand river, in Ingham county, one
hundred and ten miles northwest of Detroit. It was selected for the seat of govern-
ment in 1847, at which time it was surrounded by an almost unbroken wilderness. The
river here affords excellent water power. A new and handsome State capitol has just
been completed.

Detroit, situated on the river from which it takes its name, eighteen miles from the
head of Lake Erie, is the largest city in the State. It was the capital until the removal
of the seat of government to Lansing, in 1850.  Historically it is one of the most inter-
esting cities in the West. The French had here a military post as early as 1670.  Three
Indian tribes, the Hurons, Pottawattamies and Ottawas, had their villages in the vicinity.
With other Frencl possessions, it passed into the hands of the DBritish at the peace of
1763, and twenty years later it came under the jurisdiction of the United States, although,
as stated above, it was not swrrendered until 1796,  June 11th, 1805, it was almost to-
tally destroyed by fire. Gen. Wm. Hull, first governor of the Territory of Michigan,
then projected the city on a new plan.  On the 18th of August, 1812, this same Gen.
Hull surrendered it into the hands of the DBritish, but the latter evacuated it September
20th of the same year. In 1870 the population was 79,677, and since then has rapidly
increased.

Among the other important towns and cities in the State, are Grand Rapids, Adrian,
Kalamazoo, Ann Arbor, Jackson and Monroe.

The following table shows the population of Michigan at the close of each decade,
from 1800 to 1870 :
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YEAR. WHITE. COLORED. AGGREGATE.
I800 - i iiie e ecelliiiieaas 551 —e- 551
T8I0 - o e el 4,618 . 144 3,762
I820 o el oo 8,591 174 8,763
I830 oo e e 31,346 293 31,639
I8 0 i e e 211,5060. 707 212,276
1850 i il e el 395,071 2,583 397,654
I800. o e e 736,142 6,799 #749,113
1870 .. .. e e e e eeiaean 1,167,282 11,849 *1,184,059

* The above aggregate for 1860 includes 6,172 enumerated as Indians, and the aggregate
for 1870 includes 4,926 enumerated as Indians.

W ISCONSIN.

Wisconsin was formed out of a portion of the Territory of Michigan, but was
originally a part of the Northwestern Territory ceded by the State of Virginia to the
United States. On the 12th of December, 1832, a resolution passed the house of rep-
resentatives directing a committee to inquire 1nt0 the expediency of creating a Terri-
torial government f01 Wisconsin out of a part of Michigan. On the 20th of Apnl 1836,
an act was passed and approved establishing a Territorial covernment. On the 20th of
June, 1838, an act was passed and approved to divide the Telntmy of Wisconsin, and to
establish the Territorial government of Iowa. June 12, 1838, an act was passed desig-
nating the boundary line between the State of Michigan and the Territory of Wisconsin.
On the 6th of August, 1846, an act was passed and approved to enable the people to
form a constitution and State government. On the 21st of January, 1847, the people
adopted a constitution, and on the 3d of March of the same year an act of Conm ess was
passed and approved for the admission of the State into the Union. By act of 1 May 29,
1848, the State was declared admitted into the Union, to be entitled to three represen-
tatives in Congress after March 3, 1849,

The extreme length of VV]SCOllblll from north to south is abont 285 miles, and its
greatest breadth from east to west is about 255 miles. Tt includes an area of about 53,-
924 square miles, or 34,511,360 acres. It is generally of an elevated rolling surface, with
a large proportion of prairie. There are no mountains, properly so called, though the
descent toward Lake Superior is quite abrupt, and the rivers full of rapids and falls,
which afford valuable mill-sites. The great lakes, Superior and Michigan, lave the
northern and eastern borders, besides which there are a number of smaller lakes, the
most important of which is Lake Winnebago, southeast of the middle of the State. It
is 28 miles long and 10 miles wide, and communicates with Green Bay through the Fox
or Neenah river. In the northwestern part are numerous small lakes, with clear water,
gravelly or rocky bottoms, and bold picturesque shores. The rivers generally flow in a
southwest direction and discharge their waters into the Mississippi, which flows along
the southwest border of the State more than 200 miles. The most important interior
river is the Wisconsin, which has a course of about 200 miles almost directly south, when
it changes its course westwardly, and flows about 100 miles further to its junction with
the Mississippi. At favorable stages it is navigable for steamboats 180 miles. The Bad
Axe, Black, Chippewa, and St. Croix rivers are important streams for floating timber and
lumber from the pine region in the northwest part of the State. The streams flowing
into Lake Superior are small, but rapid, affording excellent mill-sites.

The climate is severe and the Winters long, but the State is free from the unhealthy
changes which are common farther south. The south and middle portions form a fine

agricultural region. Wheat is the great staple production, though all kinds of small

grain and Indian corn are raised successfully. Large portions of the State are well
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:

adapted to grazing and the dairy. The northern part of the State, about the head-waters

of the Black and Chippewa rivers, and the sources of the rivers emptying into Lake

Superior, has but limited agricultural capabilities, as in that region are many ponds and
marshes, and also large qtnntlnes of boulders scattered over the surface.

There are many objects of interest to the tourist and the lover of the ploturesque.
The rivers abound in rapids and falls. In St. Louis river ihere is a series of cascades
which have a descent of 320 feet in 16 miles. The Menomonee river at Quinnesec Falls
dashes down over a perpendicular ledge of rocks 40 feet, and has a fall of 134 feet in a
mile and a half. Among other noted falls are the St. Croix, Chippewa and Big Bull
Falls in the Wisconsin river. Along the rivers are many grand views of bluffs, rising
from 150 to 290 feet, and at one place in Richland county on the Wisconsin, where it
passes through a narrow gorge, the cliffs have an elevation of from 400 to 500 feet. On
the MlSSlSSlppl, in La Crosse county, the rocksrise 500 feet perpendicularly above the water.

The great lead region extends into the southwestern part of Wisconsin. The deposit
here is intermingled to some extent with copper and zine, together with some silver.
Copper is found in a number of places, and also some iron ore. The iron ores of the
Lake Superior region extend into Wisconsin. Beautiful varieties of marble are found on
the Menomonee river and in other localities.

On the upper Wisconsin river, and other tributaries of the Mississippi. north of the
Wisconsin, are vast forests of pine, and immense quantities are annually floated down
the Mississippi to supply the markets in other States. Among other forest trees are
spruce, tamarack, cedar, hemlock, oak of several varieties, birch, aspen, basswood, hick-
ory, elm, ash. poplar, svcamore and sugar-maple.

Wisconsin was visited at an early period by French missionaries, and a settlement
was made in the latter part of the seventeenth century.

Madison, the capital of the State, is situated on an isthmus between Lakes Mendota
and Monona, 80 miles west of Milwaukee, and 132 miles northwest of Chicago. When
the place was selected for the seat of government in 1836, there were no buil dings ex-
cept a solitary log cabin. The State capitol is a fine looking stone building erected at a
cost of $500, 000 and stands on an elevation seventy feet above the lakes. The city
overlooks a clnrmuw -country, diversified by a pleasing variety of scenery. It has stead-
ily and rapidly increased in popul‘ttmn

The great city of Wisconsin is Milwaukee (called at an early day ** Milwacky ™)
and next to Chicago, may be regarded as the commercial metropolis of the Northwest.
It is situated on the west shole of Lake Michigan, about 90 miles north of Chicago.
Milwaukee river empties into the lake at this point. The city is situated on both sides
of the river, and has one of the best harbors on the whole chain of lakes. The fine
water power of the Milwaukee river is an important element in its prosperity. Being a
port of entry, the government has expended large sums in the improvements of its har-
Dor, and in the erection of public buildings.

In 1805 Jacques Vieau, a half- breed trader whose house was at Green Bay, visited
the country at the mouth of the Milwaukee river for the purpose of trading with the
Indians. This he did annually until in September, 1818, when he brought with him a
young man named Solomon Juneau, who became his son-in-law. The young man estab-
lished friendly relations with the Indians, and in 1822 erected a block-house on the site
of the present city of Milwaukee. He remained for eight yvears the only perma.nent
white resident, being visited occasionally by fur traders to whom he =o0ld goods. In 1836,
the village which ras orown to be a large city, began to appear. Juneau died in 1856,
at the age of 64 years, havi ing lived to see the place he founded grow to a prosperous and
ﬂOllll\han‘ city. In 1836 the population was 275; in 1840, it was 1,810 in 1850, it was
19,873 ; in 1860, it was 45,286 ; in 1870, it was 41 640 ; and at the present time (1880)
t is estimated at 123,000.
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Among other important towns and cities of Wisconsin are Racine, Janesville, Osh-
kosh, Fond du Lac, Watertown, Sheboygan, Beloit, Kenosha, La Crosse, Wauwatosa,
‘Manitowoc, Portage City, Platteville, Sheboygan Falls, Beaver Dam, Whitewater, Port
W hiugon, Tyean Bay, Mineral Point, Shullsburg, Monroe, Prescott, and Hudson.

‘fhe folwwro ¢ hows the population of Wisconsin at the close of each
decade iror i&tu pe Laitt:

YEAR. { T Ui "PED, t AGGREGATE.
\ _

X800 - o o o e e ] TI5 _ .
I8X0 o e e e L ! ———- i
1820 e maaas ] ______ ! ———— -
I830 . . i e i ______ i mmeean
1840 e el ; 30,749 196 | 30,945
1850 oo e il | 304,756 635 | 305,391
1860 . i 773,693 L171 | ¥775.881
1870 o o e i 1,051,351 2,113 | *1,05.4,670

* The above aggregate for 1860 includes 1,017 enumerated as Indians, and the aggregate
for 1870 includes 1,206 enumerated as Indians.

MINNESOTA.

The eastern portion of Minnesota formed a part of the territory surrendered by the
French to Great Britain at the peace of 1763, and subsequently by the latter to the
United States at the close of the Revolution. The western portion is a part of the
territory known as the Louisiana Purchase, ceded by France to the United States in
1803. It received a Territorial form of government under an act of Congress which
became a law March 3, 1849, and was admitted into the Union as a State May 11, 1853.

The extreme length of Minnesota, north and south, is about 380 miles, and in width
is about 300 miles. It embraces an area of 81,259 square miles, or 52,005,760 acres.
The face of the country generally presents the appearance of an undulating plain,
although it is the most elevated tract of country between the Gulf of Mexico and Hud-
son’s Bay. There are no mountains, but the summits of the water-sheds rise to a height
of nearly two thousand feet above the level of the sea.

Minnesota is one of the best watered States in the Union, being drained by many
rivers and dotted over with innumerable small lakes and some of considerable size. The
great Mississippi has its humble origin as a mere rivulet in Lake Itasca. 'This diminutive
stream, here but a few feet in width, first meanders in a northeasterly direction, receiv-
ing tribute as it passes from a number of other small lakes, when it changes its course to
the south, and after meandering a length of six hundred miles in Minnesota, dashes its
waters over the falls of St. Anthony, then flows along the border of the State two hundred
miles further, and thence grandly pursues its course to the Gulf of Mexico. Several tribu-
taries of the Mississippi drain the southeastern portion of the State. The Red River of
the North drains the northern part, passing off into Hudson’s Bay. It is the outlet of a
number of lakes, among which are Traverse, Otter Tail, and Red. This river also forms
the west boundary of the State for about two hundred miles. That portion of the State
sloping toward Lake Superior is drained by the St. Louis and its tributaries. St. Peters,
or Minnesota river, has a total length of over four hundred miles within the State. Its
principal branch is Blue Earth or Mankato river, which flows nearly north. The St.
Peters, Crow Wing and Crow rivers are tributaries of the Mississippi from the west.

Lake Superior forms a part of the eastern boundary,and the Lake of the Woods a
part of the northern. Among other lakes of considerable size are Rainy, Red Lake,
Lake Cass, and Leech Lake. Devil Lake in the northwest part is about forty miles long
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and fifteen miles wide, and is said to have no visible outlet. Lake Pepin is an expansion
of the Mississippi in the northeastern part of the State, and is a beautiful sheet of water.
The State abounds in small lakes which are mostly clear and beautiful. Owing to the
multitude of lakes Minnesota seldom suffers from inundations, as they tend to check the
sudden rise and violence of the streams.

The climate of the northern part of Minnesota is severe, but in the southern part is
not so rigorous as to prevent fair crops of Indian corn from being produced some seasons.
Wheat and other Winter grains succeed admirably in nearly all parts. In the valleys of
the rivers the soil is excellent, and even the valley of the Red River of the North is
regarded as a fine agricultural region. Wheat is the great staple and the facilities for
manufacturmor flour are unsurpassed, as the water-power is practically unlimited.

A portmn of the State is heavily timbered with pine, and one of the great industries
is the manufacture of lumber. KExtensive forests of pine grow on the Rum, St. Croix,
and Pine rivers, and on the shores of the Mississippi, below Pokecamin Falls. Taken,
as a whole, however, Minnesota can not be called a well-wooded country. The river bot-
toms furnish some very good growths of oak, aspen, soft maple, basswood, ash, birch,
white walnut, linden, and elm. In the swamps or marshy places are found tamarack,
cedar, and cypress.

Minnesota presents to the tourist many natural objects of interest, especially in her
grand and beautiful scenery along the Mississippi and around her lakes. St. Anthony’s
Falls are celebrated, not so much for their magnitude as a cataract, as for their geological
interest and the wild scenery connected with them. Like Niagara, the falls are divided
by an island, with the larger volume of water passing on the west side. This west
division is 310 yards wide. The greatest perpendicular fall of water is but 163 feet, but
including the rapids the descent is 58 feet in 260 rods. The rivers of Minnesota have
numerous picturesque falls and rapids, and are in many places bordered with perpendicu-
lar bluffs of limestone and sandstone.

So far as revealed by geological examination, Minnesota possesses no great mineral
or metallic wealth. There is, however, a rich deposit of iron ore in that part of the State
bordering on Lake Superior. A thin vein of lead was discovered by the geological corps
of Prof. Owen on Waraju river, and some copper was found, but not *“in place,” having
probably been carried thither by the drift. Stone suitable for building purposes exists
in great abundance. In the southwest part of the State is a singular deposit known as
“red pipestone.” Of this the Indians made their pipes, and the place of its deposit was
held in great sacredness by them. Itis said that different tribes at enmity with each
other, met here on terms of amity and smoked the pipe of peace. Longfellow has
rendered this locality celebrated in ¢ Hiawatha.” It was here—

“ On the Mountains of the Prairie,
On the great Red Pipe-stone Quarry,
Gitche Manito, the mighty,
IHe the Master of Life, descending,
On the red crags of the quarry,
Stood erect, and called the nations,
Called the tribes of meun together.”

The first white men who are said to have visited the country now embraced in
Minnesota, were two fur traders in the year 1654. They returned to Montreal two
years afterward and gave a glowing account of the country. This was followed by the
visits of trappers and missionaries, and to the latter we are indebted for the first printed
accounts of Minnesota. In 1805 an exploring expedition under Pike traversed the
country. A military post was established at Fort Snelling in 1819. Excepting a British
settlement at Pembina, which was not then known to be within the limits of the United
States, no settlements were formed in Minnesota until after 1840.

St. Paul, the capital of Minnesota, is in Ramsey county, on the bank of the Missis-
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sippi, 2070 miles from its mouth, and nine miles by land below the Falls of St. Anthony.
The first settlement was made about the year 1840. The population has increased
rapidly, and as a manufacturing, commercial and business place it has assumed consider-
able importance. Minneapolis, a few miles above St. Paul, is a rapidly growing ecity,
and is noted for its great water power and manufacturing resources. Among other im-
portant towns are Stillwater, Red Wing, St. Anthony, Fort Snelling, and Mankato.

The following table shows the population of Minnesota at the close of each decade
from 1850 to 1870:

YEAR. WIIITE. COLORED. AGGREGATL.
I850. & e e el 6,038 39 6,077
I860. o 169,395 | 259 | #172,023
1870 o e e 438,257 759 | *439,706

* The above aggregate for 1860 includes 2,369 enumerated as Indians, and the aggregate
for 1870 includes 6go enumerated as Indians.

NEBRASKA.

Nebraska is formed out of a part of the territory ceded to the United States by
France by the treaty of April 30, 1804. It was erected into a separate Territory May
80, 1854, the limits subsequently being greatly reduced by the formation of Dakota
Territory in 1861, a right reserved in the act creating the Territory of Nebraska. It was
admitted into the Union as a State, March 1, 1867.

Nebraska is in its extreme length from east to west about 412 miles, and in breadth
from north to south about 208 miles, embracing an area of 75,905 square miles, or
48,636,800 acres. The greater portion of the State is an elevated undulating prairie
with a general inclination toward the Missouri river. There are no mountains or very
high hills. The soil is various, but generally fertile, except in the western portion near
the base of the Rocky Mountains. The bottom lands along the rivers are not surpassed
in fertility by any in the United States, while the higher unduhtmg prairie is equally
productive with that of other Western States. When the prairies are once broken they
are easy of cultivation, the soil being light and mellow. The staple productions are
wheat, Indian corn, oats, and other cereals common to the latitude. The climate is
mild, as compared with that of the same latitude on the Atlantic. The Summers are
sometimes very warm, and the extreme western part is occasionally deficient in rain.
Taken as a whole, however, this is destined to become one of the foremost agricultural
States in the Union.

Nebraska is deficient in native timber, but the older settled portions are dotted over
with groves of artificial or cultivated timber, which is so rapid in its growth as to require
but a few years to produce enough for the ordinary wants of the settler. The rivers and
streams are generally bordered with groves of native trees, including oak, walnut, hick-
ory, cottonwood and willow. Along the Missouririver in places are some heavy growths
of cottonwood.

The Missouri river forms the entire eastern boundary, and is navigable for steam-
boats throughout the whole extent of that boundary and for hundreds of miles above.
Among the important interior rivers are the Platte, the Niobrara, the Republican Fork
of the Kansas, the Elkhorn, the Loup Fork of the Platte, the Big Blue and the Nemaha.
These rivers are so distributed, as, with their numerous tributaries, to afford admirable
drainage to all parts of the State, and as a consequence it is free from marshes, conduc-
ing to the excellent health for which Nebraska is noted.

So far as yet revealed, the State is not rich in minerals. Coal, however, has recently
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been discovered in the southeastern part, in a vein sufficiently thick for mining. Near
Lincoln are some salt springs of sufficient magnitude to yield large quantities of salt.
On Platte river and other streams both limestone and sandstone are obtained of suitable
quality for building material.

Rapid progress has been made in the construction of railroads in Nebraska. Among
them are the Union Pacific and its branches, the Burlington & Missouri River and its
branches, and others, affording railroad advantages to a large portion of the State, and
connecting the principal towns with the main lines, east, west and south.

Lincoln, the capital of Nebraska, is in Lancaster county, in the southeastern part of
the State. Here are most of the State institutions. It is a thriving young city and is in
the midst of a fine agricultural portion of the State. Near it, on a little stream known
as Salt Creek, are a number of salt springs, and considerable quantities of salt have been
manufactured. Railroads connect it with all the great markets of the country.

Omaha is the leading commercial city of the State, and is located on the west bank
of the Missouri river in Douglas county. It is eighteen miles by land above the mouth
of the Platte river. The principal portion of the city is situated on gently rising slopes
extending from the river to the bluifs. The elevations are crowned with fine residences,
and command pleasant views of the river and valley, with the city of Council Bluffs,
Towa, in the distance. Since the completion of the Union Pacific Railroad it has grown
in population and wealth very rapidly. A costly iron railroad bridge spans the Missouri
river at this point. As a produce, shipping and general commercial point it is rapidly
growing into prominence. It was the first capital of the Territory and State, and takes
its name from a tribe of Indians.

Among other important towns and cities are Nebraska City, Columbus, Kearney,
Grand Island, Hastings, Plattsmouth, Tecumseh, and Niobrara.

The following table shows the population of Nebraska by the census of 1860 and
1870 :

YEAR. } WIHITE. i\ COLORED. | AGGREGATE.
. . t
e e e
3T T S j 28,696 Sz ¢ 28,841
22,117 789 122,093

In the aggregate for 1860, the enumeration includes 63 Indians, and in that of 1870, the
enumeration includes 87 Indians.

MISSOURI.

Missouri was formed out of a part of the territory ceded by France to the United
States in 1803. By an act approved March 26, 1804, the French, or Louisiana purchase,
was divided, that part embracing the present State of Missouri being at first designated
as the District of Louisiana. The name was changed to Territory of Louisiana, by an
act passed March 3, 1805, and again by an act of June 4, 1812, Louisiana Territory was
changed to Missouri Territory. By an act passed March 2, 1819, the southern portion
was detached and organized as the Territory of Arkansas. During the same year the
people of the Territory of Missouri, through their Legislative Council and House of
Representatives, memorialized Congress for admission into the Union as a State. On the
6th of March following an act was passed to authorize the people of the Territory to
form a State constitution. Missouri being the first State formed wholly out of a territory
west of the Mississippi, the question of the extension of slavery came up and gave rise
to a stormy debate in Congress while the Missouri Dbill, as it was called, was pending.
The propriety and expediency of extending that institution to the new States west of
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the Mississippi was powerfully and earnestly contested, and resulted in a compromise
restricting slavery to certain limits, and prohibited the extension of slavery to certain
territory. The bill, however, of March 6th, passed without restrictions. The people on
the 19th of July, 1820, adopted their constitution, which was laid before Congress
November 16th of the same year. The Senate passed a joint resolution declaring the
admission of the State of Missouri into the Union. This was referred to a select
committee in the House of Representatives, and on the 10th of February, 1821, Mr.
Clay made a report. The House rejected the resolution, and on motion of Mr. Clay a
committee on the part of the House was appointed to join a commitiee on the part of the
Senate to consider the subject and report. On the 26th of February Mr. Clay, from the
joint committee, reported a ¢ Resolution providing for the admission of the State of
Missouri into the Union, on a certain condition.” This resolution was passed and
approved March 2, 1821. The condition was that Missouri, by its legislature, should
assent to a condition that a part of the State constitution should never be construed to
authorize the passage of a law by which any citizen of either of the States in the Union
should be excluded from the enjoyment of any of the priviliges and immunities to which
such citizen is entitled under the Constitution of the United States. What was known
as the “ Missouri Compromise,” was embraced in the act of the previous session, which
authorized the people of the State of Missouri to form a State constitution, and consisted
of a compromise section in the bill by which slavery was to be forever prohibited in that
part of the territory west of the Mississippi (except the State of Missouri), lying north
of thirty -six degrees and thirty minutes north latitude. Thus, after fierce and stormy
debates, running through two sessions of Congress, Missouri came into the Union, and
the exciting question of slavery was supposed also to have been settled. On the 10th
of August, 1821, President Monroe issued his proclamation declaring the admission of
Missouri completed, according to law.

Missouri in its greatest length from east to west is about 285 miles, and in width
from north to south, 280 miles. It embraces an area of 67,380 square miles, or 43,123,200
acres. That portion of it north of the Missow? river is mostly undulating praivie and
timber land, while that portion south of the Missouri river is characterized by a great
variety of surface. In the southeast part, near the Mississippi, is an extensive area of
marshy land. The region forming the outskirts of the Ozark Mountains is hilly and
broken. West of the Osage river is a vast expanse of prairie. 'T'he geological features
of Missouri are exceedingly interesting. Coal, iron and several kinds of stone and
marble for building purposes exist in great abundance. A vast region, in the vicinity of
Iron Mountain and Pilot Knob, produces iron of the best quality, and exists in inex-
haustible quantity. It is also found in other parts of the State. There is also lead,
which has been mined in considerable quantities. Copper is found throughout the
mineral region, but is found combined with other minerals. Silver is also combined with
lead ore. The bituminous coal deposits are mainly on both sides of the Missouri river,
below the mouth of the Osage, and extending forty miles up that river. Cannel - coval is
found in Callaway county.

Missowri possesses the advantages of two of the greatest navigable rivers in the
United States— the Mississippi, which forms her entire eastern boundary, and the
Missouri, which flows along her northwestern border nearly two hundred miles, and
crosses the State in a south - casterly course to its junction with the Mississippi. As
both of these rivers are navigable for the largest steamers, the State has easy and ready
commercial intercourse to the Gulf of Mexico and the Rocky Mountains, as well as up
the Ohio to Pittsburg. Besides the Missouri, the State has several important interior
rivers, to-wit: Grand river and Chariton, tributarvies of the Missouri river from the
north, and the Osage and Gasconade from the south; also, Salt river and Maramec,
tributaries of the Mississippi. The St. Francis and White river drain the south - eastern
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part, passing from the State into Arkansas. The Osage is navigable for steamboats
about 275 miles.

Missouri as a State has many material resources, fitting her for becoming one of the
most wealthy and populous States in the Union. The soil is generally excellent, produc-
ing the finest crops, while those portions not so well adapted to amlcultme are rich in
minerals. The greater portion of the State is well timbered. In the river bottoms are
heavy growths of oak, elm, ash, hickory, cottonwood, sugar, and white and black walnut.
On the uplands also are found a great variety of trees. Various fruits, including apples,
pears, peaches, plums, cherries and strawberries, are produced in the greatest abundance.
Among the staple productions are Indian corn, wheat, oats, potatoes, hemp and tobacco.
A great variety of other crops are also raised.

The State has an uneven and variable climate —the Winters being very cold and the
Summers excessively hot. Chills and fever are common to some extent along the rivers.

The earliest settlement in Missourl seems to have been by the French, about the
year 1719, Aboutb that time they built what was called Fort Orleans, near Jefferson City,
and the next year worked the lead mines to some extent. Ste. Genevieve was settled in
1755, also by the French, and is the oldest town in the State. Missouri’s greatest com-
mercial metropolis, St. Louis, was first settled in 1764, the earliest settlers being mostly
French.

Jefferson City, the capital of the State, is situated on the right bank of the Missouri
river, in Cole county. It is 128 miles by land, and 155 miles bv water from St. Louis.
The location being elevated, commands a fine view of the river, with the pleasant and
picturesque scenery which is presented at this point on the Missouri.

St. Louis, the great commercial city of Missouri, as well as of a large portion of the
West, is situated on the right bank of the Mississippi, 20 miles below the mouth of the
Missouri, and 174 miles above the mouth of the Ohio. Itis T44 miles below the Falls
of St. Anthony, and 1,194 miles above New Orleans. The city enjovs many natural ad-
vantages as a commelcml emporium, being situated nearly mldwzw between the two
oceans, and centrally in the finest doncultmal region on the 0101)9 With two of the
greatest navigable rivers on the continent, affmdmg her water lnghways to the ocean,
to many of the large inland cities of the countw, and to the great agricultural and
mineral districts away up in the Yellow Stone regions, St. Loms is 911181\' and rapidly
going forward to a grand future. Her alveady great and constantly improving system of
r(ulways is tending every year to open up to ler larger fields of business and commereial
intercourse. Of late years a strong rivalry has sprung up between St. Louis and Chicago
in regard to population, ete., cach claiming to be the third city in the Union. The in-
crease of St. Louis since the close of the war of the rebellion has been great, the ascen-
dancy being at an annual rate of about ten per cent. At this rate of increase she is fast
earning the soubriquet of the ¢ Future Great City.”

The site on which St. Louis stands was selected February 15, 1764, by Laclede, as a
post possessing peculiar advantages for collecting and trading in furs, as well as for de-
fense against the Indians. For many years it was but a froutiev village, the principal
trade of which was in furs, Buffalo robes, and other collections of tmppel\ and hunters.
A great part of the population was absent during the hunting and trapping seasons, so
that the infancy of this city was almost a struggle for existence. As late as 1820 the
population was only 4,598. The first brick house was evected in 1813. In 1822 St.
Louis was chartered as a city, under the title given by Laclede in honor of Louis XV of
France. In 1830 the population was 6,694, an increase of only 2,096 in ten years. In
1840 the population had reached 16,469 ; in 1850 it was 77 ,950, including 2,650 slaves ;
in 1860 the population was 160,773 ; and in 1870 it was 312,963.

Kansas City, one of the rapidly advancing young cities of the State, is situated on
the Missouri river just below the mouth of the Kansas. In 1870 the population was
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82,260. Since that time there has been a rapid increase, both in population and
business.

St. Joseph is one of the flourishing cities, and is situated on the left, or east bank of
the Missouri river, 496 miles by water from St. Louis. It was laid out in 1843, and be-
came an important point of departure for overland emigration to California and Oregon.
In 1870 the population was 19,560, but has rapidly increased since then.

Among the important and thriving towns and cities are Hannibal, Springfield, Boon-
ville, Lexington, Chillicothe, Independence, Palmyra, Canton, Iron Mount and Moberly.

The following table shows the population of Missouri at the close of each decade,

from 1810 to 1870:

YEAR. WHITE. COLORED. AGGREGATE.
b =5 (o TN 17,227 3,618 20,845
I820. oo e e 55,988 10,509 66,557
8 T 114,795 25,000 140,455
< 7o J 323,888 59,814 383,702
1850 i ot e e e 502,004 90,040° 682,044
I860 . o o e e 1,063,489 118,503 *1,182,012
I870 o e i iiaao. 1,603,146 118,071 | *1,721,295

* The aggregate for 1860 includes 20 enumecrated as Indians, and the aggregate for 1870
includes 75 enumerated as Indians.

CHAPTER X.

SKETCH OF CHICAGO.

First White Visitors — The Name — Jean Baptiste — John Kinzie — Fort Dearborn — Evacuation — The Massacre
— Heroic Women — Capt. Heald — Capt. Wells — Scalping the Wounded — Fort Dearborn Re-built — Illinois
and Michigan Canal— Chicago Laid Out — Removal of Indians—City Organization — Pioneer Religious

Societies — Public Improvements.

The history of so great a city as Chicago, like that of London, or Paris, or New
York, by reason of its commercial, financial and other relations to the world at large, is
a history of world-wide interest. Not that Chicago may yet be compared in size, popu-
lation or wealth with the great cities named, would we mention it in connection with
them, and yet, considering its age, it is greater than either of them. In its ratio of in-
crease in population, commerce, and general progress, it is to-day outstripping them. In
what civilized part of the globe is Chicago not heard of, read of, and known? If, so
many centuries after the founding of Rome, mankind still feel interested in the mythical
story of Romulus and Remus, may not the present and future generations read with
interest the more authentic story of the founding of a great modern city ?

The Jesuit missionary and explorer, Marquette, first visited the place where Chicago
is located, in 1673. Again, in the winter of 1674-5, he camped near the site of the pres-
ent city, from December until near the close of March. Upon his arrival, in December,
the Chicago river was frozen over, and the ground covered with snow. The name is of
Indian origin, and was applied to the river. By the French voyageurs it is variously
spelled, the majority rendering it Chicagou. The place is mentioned by Berrot in 1770.

In 1796, Jean Baptiste, a trader from the West Indies, found his way to the mouth
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of the little stream known as Chicago river, and engaged in trading with the Indians.
Here for eight years, almost alone, he maintained trade and intercourse with the savages,
until, in 1804, Fort Dearborn was erected, and a trading post was established by John
Kinzie, who became the successor of Jean Baptiste. Fort Dearborn, as first constructed,
was a very rude and primitive stockade, which cost the government only about fifty dol-
lars. It stood on the south bank of Chicago river, half a mile from the lake. The few
soldiers sent to erect and garrison it were in charge of Major Whistler. For a time, being
unable to procure grain for bread, the soldiers were obliged to subsist in part upon acorns.
The original settler, Jean Baptiste, or as his full name was written, Jean Baptiste Point
au Sable, sold his cabin to Mzr. Kinzie, and the latter erected on the site the building
known to the early settlers as the ¢ Kinzie House.” This became aresort for the officers
and others connected with the garrison, In 1812 the garrison had a force of 54 men,
under the command of Capt. Nathan Heald, with Lieutenant Lenai L. Helm and Ensign
Ronan. Dr. Voorhees was surgeon. The only white residents, except the officers and
soldiers, at that time, were Mr. Kinzie and his family, the wives of Capt. Heald and
Lieut. Helm, and a few Canadians, with their families. Nearly up to this time the most
friendly relations had been maintained with the Indians—the principal tribes by whom
they were surrounded being the Pottawatomies and Winnebagoes. The battle of Tip-
pecanoe had been fought the year before, and the influence of Tecumseh began to be
observable in the conduct of the Indians. They were also aware of the difficulties
between the United States and Great Britain, and had yielded to the influences brought
to bear by the latter. In April of this year, suspicious parties of Winnebagoes beoa,n to
hover about the fort, remaining in the vicinity for several days. The inhabitants became
alarmed, and the families took 1'efug‘e in the fort. On the Tth of August a Pottawatta-
mie chief appeared at the fort with an order or dispatch from Gen. Hull, at Detroit,
directing Capt. Heald to evacuate Fort Dearborn, and distribute all the government prop-
erty to the neighboring Indians. The chief who brought the dquatch advised Capt.
Heald to make no distribution to the Indians. He told him it would be better to leave
the fort and stores as they were, and that while the Indians were distributing the stores
among themselves, the whites might escape to Fort Wayne. On the 12th of August
Capt. Heald held a council with the Indians, but the other officers refused to join him.
They feared treachery on the part of the Indians, and indeed had been informed that
their intention was to murder the white people. In the council Capt. Heald had taken
the precaution to open a port-hole displaying a cannon directed upon the council, and
probably by that means kept the Indians from molesting him at that time. Acting under
the advice of Mr. Kinzie, he withheld the ammunition and arms from the Indians, throw-
ing them, together with the liquors, into the Chicago river. On that day Black Part-
ridge, a friendly chief, said to Capt. Heald: ¢ Linden birds have been singing in my ears
to-day ; be careful on the march you are going to take.” On the 13th the Indians dis-
covered the powder floating on the surface of the water, a discovery which had the effect
to exasperate them the more, and they began to indulge in threats. Meantime prepara-
tions were made to leave the fort.

Capt. Wells, an uncle of Mrs. Heald, had been adopted by the famous Miami
Warrior, Little Turtle, and had become chief of a band of Miamis. On the 14th he was
seen approaching with a band of his Miami warriors, coming to assist Capt. Heald in
defendmo the fort, having at Fort Wayne heard of the danoex which threatened the
garrison and the settlers. But all means for defending the fort had been destroyed the
night before. All, therefore, took up their line of 11](1101], with Capt. Wells and his
Miamis in the lead, followed by Capt. Heald, with his wife riding by his side. Mr.
Kinzie had always been on the most friendly terms with the Indians, and still hoped that
his personal efforts might influence them to allow the whites to leave unmolested. He
determined to accompany the expedition, leaving his family in a boat in the care of a
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friendly Indian. In case any misfortune should happen to him, his family was to be sent
to the place where Niles, Michigan, is now located, where he had another trading post.
Along the shore of Lake Michigan slowly marched the little band of whites, with a hlendly
escort of Pottawatamies, and Capt. Wells and his Miamis, the latter in advance. When
they had reached what were known as the “Sand Hills,”” the Miami advance guard came
rushing back, Capt. Wells exclaiming, ¢ They are about to attack ; form 1nbtfmtlv At
that moment a shower of bullets came whistling over the sand hllls, behind which the
Indians had concealed themselves for the murderous attack. The cowardly Miamis
were panic-stricken, ane took to flight, leaving their heroic leader to his fate. He was at
the side of his niece, Mrs. Heald, when the attack was made, and, after expressing to her
the utter hopelessness of their situation, dashed into the fight. There were 54 soldiers,
12 civilians and three women, all poorly armed, against 500 Indian warriors. The little
band had no alternative but to sell their lives as dearly as possible. They charged upon
their murderous assailants, and drove them from their position back to the prairie. There
the conflict continued until two-thirds of the whites were killed and wounded. Mus.
Heald, Mrs. Helm and Mrs. Holt, all took part in the combat. In a wagon were twelve
children, and a painted demon tomahawked them all, seeing which, Capt. Wells ex-
claimed, ¢If butchering women and children is your game, I will kill too,” and then
spurred his horse toward the Indian camp, where they had left their squaws and papooses.
He was pursued by several young warriors, who sent bullets whistling about him, killing
his horse and wounding Capt. Wells. They attempted to take him a prisoner, but he
resolved not to be taken alive. Calling a young chief a squaw, an epithet which which
excites the fiercest resentment in an “Indian warrior, the young chief instantly toma-
hawked him.

The three women fought as bravely as the soldiers. Mrs. Heald was an expert in
the use of the rifle, but received several severe wounds. During the conflict the hand
of a savage was raised to tomahawk her, when she exclaimed in his own language,
“Surely you will not kill a squaw.” Her words had the effect to change his purpose,
and her life was spared. Another warrior attempted to tomahawk Mrs. Helm. He
struck her a glancing blow on the shoulder, when she seized him and attempted to wrest
from him his scalping knife, which was in the sheath attached to his belt. At that
moment the friendly Black Partridge dragged her from her antagonist, and in spite of
her struggles carried her to the lake and plunged her in, at the same time holding her so
she would not drown. By this means he saved her life, as he intended. The third
woman, Mrs. Holt, the wife of Sergeant Holt, was a large woman, and as strong and
brave as an amazon. She rode a fine, spirited horse, which more than once the Indians
tried to take from her. Her husband had been disabled in the fight, and with his sword,
which she had taken, she kept the savages at bay for some time. She was finally, how-
ever, taken prisoner, and remained a long time a captive among the Indians, but was sub-
sequently ransomed.

After two-thirds of the whites had been slain or disabled, twenty-eight men suec-
-ceeded in gaining an eminence on the prairie, and the Indians desisted from further pur-
suit. The chiefs held a consultation, and gave the sign that they were ready to parley.
Capt. Heald went forward and met the clnef Blackbird, on the prairie, when terms of
surrender were agreed upon. The whites were to deliver up their arms and become pris-
oners, to be exchanged or ransomed in the future. All were taken to the Indian camp
near the abandoned fort, where the wounded Mrs. Helm had previously been taken by
Black Partridge. By the terms of surrender no provision had been made as to the dis-
position of the wounded. It was the understanding of the Indians that the British
general, Proctor, had offered a bounty for American scalps delivered at Malden. Here
there was another scene of horror. Most of the wounded men were killed and scalped.

Such is a hasty glace at scenes that were witnessed on this then wild shore of Lake
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Michigan. Such were the experiences and the struggles of the heroic men and women
who ventured forth into the wilderness to plant the germs of civilization, and to lay the
foundations of future cities and States. The site on which now stands a city which ranks
among the greatest on the continent, is consecrated by the blood shed by heroes on that
bright 156th day of August, 1812.

Fort Dearborn was rebuilt in 1816, under the direction of Capt. Bradley, and was
occupied until 1837, when, the Indians having removed from the country, it was
abandoned.

Congress, on the 2d of March, 1827, granted to the State of Illinois every alternate
section of land for six miles on either side of the line of the then proposed Illinois and
Michigan canal, to aid in its construction, from Chicago to the head of navigation of the
Illinois river. The State accepted the grant, and on the 22d of January, 1829, organized
a board of canal commissioners, with power to lay out towns along the line. Under this
authority the commissioners employed Mr. James Thompson to survey the town of Chi-
cago. His first map of the town bears date August 4,1830. In 1831 the place contained
about a dozen families, not including the ofﬁcers and soldiers in Fort Dearborn. On the
10th of August, 1833, it was 01cranized by the election of five trustees—there being
twenty—elght voters. On the 26th of September of the same year, a treaty was signed
with the chiefs of the Pottawattamies, seven thousand of the tribe being present, and on
the 1st of October they were removed west of the Mississippi. The first charter of the
city was passed by the Legislature of Illinois, and approved Mavch 4,1837. Under
this charter an election was held May 1st, of the same year. A census was taken on the
1st of July, when the entire population was shown to be 4,170. The city then contained
four warehouses, three hundred and twenty-eight dwellings, twenty-nine dry goods
stores, five hardware stores, three drug stores, nineteen provision stores, ten taverns,
twenty-six groceries, seventeen lawyers’ offices, and five churches. It then embraced an
area of 560 acres. At this date grain and flour had to be imported from the Kast to feed
the people, for the iron arteries of trade did not then stretch out over the prairies of
Illinois, Towa, and other States. There were no exportations of produce until 1839, and
not until 1842 did the exports exceed the imports. Grain was sold in the streets by the
wagon Joad, the trade being restricted to a few neighboring farmers of Illinois.

Of religious organizations the Methodists were the pioneers, being represented in
1831, 1832, ‘md 1883 by Rev. Jesse Walker. Their first quarterly meetm0 was held in
the Fall of 1833, and in the Spring of the next year the first regular class was formed.
The first Presbyterian church was organized June 26, 1833, the first pastor being Rev.
James Porter. It consisted at the time of twenty five members from the garrison and
nine from the citizens of the town. The first detl\t church was m_,amzed Octobel 19,
1833 ; and the first Episcopal church, St. James, in 1834, The first Catholic church was
built by Rev. Schofler, in 18334,

6
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GENERAL HisTorYy oF [LLINOIS.

CHAPTER L

The Indians — Illinois Confederacy — Starved Rock — Manners and Customs — A Life and Death Combat.

THE INDIANS.

Following the Mound Builders as inhabitants of North America, were, as it is
supposed, the people who reared the magnificent cities, the ruins of which are found in
Central America. This people was far more civilized and advanced in the arts than were
the Mound Builders. The cities built by them, judging from the ruins of broken
columns, fallen arches and crumbling walls of temples, palaces and pyramids, which in
some places for miles bestrew the ground, must have been of great extent, magnificent
and very populous. When we consider the vast period of time necessary to erect such
colossal structures, and, again, the time required to reduce them to their present ruined
state, we can conceive something of their antiquity. These cities must have been old
when many of the ancient cities of the Orient were being built.

The third race inhabiting North America, distinct from the former two in every
particular, is the present Indians. They were, when visited by the early discoverers,
without cultivation, refinement or literature, and far behind the Mound Builders in the
knowledge of the arts. The question of their origin has long interested archaologists,
and is the most difficult they have been called upon to answer. Of their predecessors
the Indian tribes knew nothing: they had even no traditions respecting them. It is
quite certain that they were the successors of a race which had entirely passed away
ages before the discovery of the New World. One hypothesis is that the American
Indians are an original race indigenous to the Western Hemisphere. Those who enter-
tain this view think their peculiarities of physical structure preclude the possibility of a
common parentage with the rest of mankind. Prominent among those distinctive traits
is the hair, which in the red man is round, in the white man oval, and in the black man
flat.

A more common supposition, however, is that they are a derivative race, and sprang
from one or more of the ancient peoples of Asia. In the absence of all authentic
history, and when even tradition is wanting, any attempt to point out the particular
location of their origin must prove unsatisfactory. Though the exact place of origin may
never be known, yet the striking coincidence of physical organization between the
Oriental type of mankind and the Indians point unmistakably to some part of Asia as
the place whence they emigrated, which was originally peopled to a great extent by the
children of Shem. In this connection it has been claimed that the meeting of the
Europeans, Indians and Africans on the continent of America, is the fulfillment of a
prophecy as recorded in Genesis ix. 27: ¢ God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell
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in the tents of Shem ; and Canaan shall be his servant.” Assuming the theory to be
true that the Indian tribes are of Shemitic origin, they were met on thls continent in the
fifteenth century by the Japhethic race, after the two stocks had passed around the globe by
directly different routes. A few years afterward the Hamitic branch of the human family
were brought from the coast of Africa. During the occupancy of the continent by the
three distinct races, the children of Japheth have grown and prospered, while the called
and not voluntary sons of Ham have endured a servitude in the wider stretching valleys
of the tents of Shem.

When Christopher Columbus had finally succeeded in demonstrating the truth of
his theery that by sailing westward from Europe land would be discovered, landing on
the Island of Bermuda he supposed he had reached the East Indies. This was an error,
but it led to the adoption of the name of ¢ Indians” for the inhabitants of the island
and the main land of America, by which name the red men of America have ever since
been known.

Of the several great branches of North American Indians the only ones entitled to
consideration in Illinois history are the Algonquins and Iroquois. At the time of the
discovery of America the former occupied the Atlantic seaboard, while the home of the
Iroquois was as an island in this vast area of Algonquin population. The latter great
nation spread over a vast territory, and various tribes of Algonquin lineage sprang up
over the country, adopting, in time, distinet tribal customs and laws. An almost con-
tinuous warfare was carried on between tribes ; but later, on the entrance of the white
man into their beloved homes, every foot of territory was fiercely disputed by the con-
federacy of many neighboring tribes. The Algonquins formed the most extensive alliance
to resist the encroachment of the whites, especially the English. Such was the nature
of King Philip’s war. This king with his Algonquin braves sp1e‘1d terror and desolation
th1ou0hout New England. With the Al(ronqmno as the controlling spirit, a confederacy
of continental proportions was the result, embracing in its alliance the tribes of every
name and lineage from the Northern lakes to the g‘ulf. Pontiac, having breathed into
them his implacable hate of the English intruders, ordered the conflict to commence, and
all the British colonies trembled before the desolating fury of Indian vengeance.

ILLINOIS CONFEDERACY.

The Illinois confederacy, the various tribes of which comprised most of the Indians
of Illinois at one time, was composed of five tribes: the Tamarvoas, Michigans, Kaskaskias,
Cahokas, and Peorias. The Illinois, Miamis and Delawares were of the same stock. As
early as 1670 the priest Father Marquette mentions frequent visits made by individuals
of this confederacy to the missionary station at St. Esprit, near the western extremity of
Lake Superior. At that time they lived west of the Mississippi, in eight villages, whither
they had been driven from the shores of Lake Michigan by the Iroquois. Shmtl} after-
ward they began to return to their old hunting 0101111de, and most of them finally settled
in Tllinois. Joliet and Marquette, in 1673, met with a band of them on their famous
voyage of discovery down the Mississippi. They were treated with the greatest hospi-
tality by the principal chief. On their return voyage up the Illinois river they stopped
at the principal town of the confederacy, situated on the banks of the river seven miles
below the present town of Ottawa. It was then called Kaskaskia. Marquette returned
to the village in 1675 and established the mission of the Immaculate Conception, the
oldest in Ilhnom When, 1679, LaSalle visited the town, it had greatly increased,
numbering 460 lodges, and at the annual assembly of the different t11bes, from 6,000 to
8,000 souls. In common with other western tribes, they became involved in the con-
spiracy of Pontiac, although displaying no very great warlike spirit. Pontiac lost his
life by the hands of one of “the braves of the Illinois tribe, which so enraged the nations
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that had followed him as their leader that they fell upon the Illinois to avenge his death,

and almost annihilated them.
STARVED ROCK.

Tradition states that a band of this tribe, in order to escape the general slaughter, took
refuge upon the high rock on the Illinois river since known as Starved Rock. Nature
has made this one of the most formidable military fortresses in the world. From the
waters which wash its base it rises to an altitude of 125 feet. Three of its sides it is im-
possible to scale, while the one next to the land may be climbed with difficulty. From
its summit, almost as inaccessible as an eagle’s nest, the valley of the Illinois is seen as a
landscape of exquisite beauty. The river near by struggles between a number of wooded
islands, while further below it quietly meanders through vast meadows till it disappears
like a thread of light in the dim distance. On the summit of this rock the Illinois were
besieged by a superior force of the Pottawattomies whom the great strength of their
natural fortress enabled them to keep at bay. Hunger and thirst, however, soon ac-
complished what the enemy was unable to effect. Surrounded by a relentless foe, with-
out food or water, they took a last look at their beautiful hunting grounds, and with true
Indian fortitude lay down and died from starvation. Years afterward their bones were
seen whitening in that place.

At the beginning of the present century the remnants of this once powerful con-
federacy were forced into a small compass around Kaskaskia. A few years later they
emigrated to the Southwest, and in 1350 they were in the Indian Territory, and numbered
but eighty-four persons.

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS.

The art of hunting not only supplied the Indian with food, but, like that of war, was
a means of gratifying his love of distinction. The male children, as soon as they ac-
quired sufficient age and strength, were furnished with a bow and arrow and taught to
shoot birds and other small game. Success in killing large quadrupeds required years of
careful study and practice, and the art was as sedulously inculcated in the minds of the
rising generation as are the elements of reading, writing and arithmetic in the common
schools of civilized communities. The mazes of the forest and the dense, tall grasses of
the prairies were the best fields for the exercise of the hunter’s skill. No feet could be
impressed in the yielding soil but that the tracks were the objects of the most searching
scrutiny, and revealed at a glance the animal that made them, the direction it was pur-
suing, and the time that had elapsed since it had passed. In a forest country he selected
the valleys, because they were most frequently the resort of game. The most easily
taken, perhaps, of all the animals of the chase was the deer. It is endowed with a curi-
osity which prompts it to stop in its flight and look back at the approaching hunter, who
always avails himself of this opportunity to let fly the fatal arrow.

Their general councils were composed of the chiefs and old men. When in counecil,
they usually sat in concentric circles around the speaker,and each individual, notwith-
standing the fiery passions that rankled within, preserved an exterior as immovable as if
cast in bronze. Before commencing business a person appeared with the sacred pipe, and
another with fire to kindle it. After being lighted, it was first presented to heaven, sec-
ondly to the earth, thirdly to the presiding spirit, and lastly the several councilors, each
of whom took a whiff. These formalities were observed with as close exactness as state
etiquette in civilized courts. .

The dwellings of the Indians were of the simplest and rudest character. On some
pleasant spot by the bank of a river, or near an ever-running spring, they raised their
groups of wigwams, constructed of the bark of trees, and easily taken down and
removed to another spot. The dwelling-places of the chiefs were sometimes more
spacious, and constructed with greater care, but of the same materials. Skins taken in
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the chase served them for repose. Though principally dependent upon hunting and fish-
ing, the uncertain supply from those sources led them to cultivate small patches of corn.
Every family did every thing necessary within itself, commerce, or an interchange of arti-
cles, being almost unknown to them. In cases of dispute and dissension, each Indian
relied upon himself for retaliation. Blood for blood was the rule, and the relatives of the
slain man were bound to obtain bloody revenge for his death. This principle gave rise,
as a matter of course, to innumerable and bitter feuds, and wars of extermination where
such were possible. War, indeed, rather than peace, was the Indian’s glory and delight,
—war, not conducted as civilization, but war whereindividual skill, endurance, gallantry
and cruelty were prime requisites. For such a purpose as revenge the Indian would
make great sacrifices, and display a patience and perseverance truly heroic ; but when
the excitement was over, he sank back into a listless, unoccupied, well-nigh useless sav-
age. During the intervals of his more exciting pursuits, the Indian employed his time
in decorating his person with all the refinement of paint and feathers, and in the manu-
facture of his arms and canoes. These were constructed of bark, and so light that they
could easily be carried on the shoulder from stream to stream. His amusements were
the war-dance, athletic games, the narration of his exploits, and listening to the oratory
of the chiefs; but during long periods of such existence he remained in a state of torpor,
gazing listlessly upon the trees of the forests and the clouds that sailed above them ; and
this vacancy imprinted an habitual gravity, and even melancholy, upon his general de-
portment.

The main labor and drudgery of Indian communities fell upon the women. The
planting, tending and gathering of the crops, making mats and baskets, carrying burdens,
—in fact, all things of the kind were performed by them, thus making their condition but
little better than that of slaves. Marriage was merely a matter of bargain and sale, the
husband giving presents to the father of the bride. In general they had but few children.
They were subjected to many and severe attacks of sickness, and at times famine and
pestilence swept away whole tribes.

A LIFE AND DEATH COMBAT.

The most desperate single-handed combat with Indians ever fought on the soil of
Illinois was that of Tom Higgins, August 21, 1814. Higgins was 25 years old, of a
muscular and compact build, not tall, but strong and active. In danger he possessed a
quick and discerning judgment, and was without fear. He was a member of Journey’s
rangers, consisting of eleven men, stationed at Hill’s Fort, eight miles southwest of the
present Greenville, Putnam county. Discovering Indian signs near the fort, the com-
pany, early the following morning, started on the trail. They had not gone far before
they were in an ambuscade of a larger party. At the first fire their commander, Journey,
and three men fell, and six retreated to the fort; but Higgins stopped to ‘“ have another
pull at the red-skins,” and, taking deliberate aim at a straggling savage, shot him down.
Higgins’ horse had been wounded at the first fire, as he supposed, mortally. Coming to,
he was about to effect his escape, when the familiar voice of Burgess hailed him from the
long grass, ¢ Tom, don’t leave me.” Higgins told him to come along, but Burgess re-
plied that his leg was smashed. Higgins attempted to raise him on his horse, but the
animal took fright and ran away. Higgins then directed Burgess to limp off as well as
he could ; and by crawling through the grass he reached the fort, while the former loaded
his gun and remained behind to protect him against the pursuing enemy. When Burgess
was well out of the way, Higgins took another route, which led by a small thicket, to throw
any wandering enemy off the trail. Here he was confronted by three savages approaching.
He ran to a little ravine near for shelter, but in the effort discovered for the first time
that he was badly wounded in the leg. He was closely pressed by the largest, a powerful
Indian, who lodged a ball in his thigh. He fell, but instantly rose again, only, however,
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to draw the fire of the other two, and again fell wounded. The Indians now advanced
upon him with their tomahawks and scalping knives ; but as he presented his gun first at
one, then at another, from his place in the ravine, each wavered in his purpose. Neither
party had time to load, and the large Indian, supposing finally that Higgins’ gun was
empty, rushed forward with uplifted tomahawk and yell ; but as he came near enough, was
shotdown. At this the others raised the war-whoop, and rushed upon the wounded Hig-
gins, and now a hand-to-hand conflict ensued. They darted at him with their knives
time and again, inflicting many ghastly flesh-wounds, which bled profusely. One of the
assailants threw his tomahawk at him with such precision as to sever his ear and lay bare
his skull, knocking him down. They now rushed in on him, but he kicked them off, and
grasping one of their spears thrust at him, was raised up by it. He quickly seized his
gun, and by a powerful blow crushed in the skull of one, but broke his rifle. His rve-
maining antagonist still kept up the contest, making thrusts with his knife at the bleed-
ing and exhausted Higgins, which he parried with his broken gun as well as he could.
Most of this desperate engagement was in plain view of the fort; but the rangers, having
been in one ambuscade, saw in this fight only a ruse to draw out the balance of the gar-
rison. But a Mrs. Pursely, residing at the fort, no longer able to see so brave a man
contend for his life unaided, seized a gun, mounted a horse, and started to his rescue.
At this the men took courage and hastened along. The Indian, seeing aid coming, fled.
Higgins, being nearly hacked to pieces, fainted from loss of blood. He was carried to
the fort. There being no surgeon, his comrades cut two balls from his flesh ; others re-
maining in. For days his life was despaired of ; but by tender nursing he ultimately re-
gained his health, although badly crippled. He resided in Fayette county for many
years after, and died in 1829.

CHAPTHER IL

FRENCH OCCUPATION.

Nicholas Perrot— LaSalle’s Explorations— Indian Against Indian— Great Battle of the Illinois —Frenchmen
Driven Away — Inhuman Butchery — Tonti Safe at Green Bay— LaSalle’s Return — LaSalle’s Assassination —
First Settlements — John Law — Bubbles.

The first white man who ever set foot on the soil embraced within the boundary of
the present populous State of Illinois was Nicholas Perrot, a Frenchman. He was sent
to Chicago in the year 1671 by M. Talon, Intendant of Canada, for the purpose of
inviting the Western Indians to a great peace convention to be held at Green Bay.
This convention had for its chief object the promulgation of a plan for the discovery of
the Mississippi river. This great river had been discovered by De Soto, the Spanish
explorer, nearly one hundred and fifty years previously, but his nation left the country a
wilderness, without further exploration or settlement within its borders, in which con-
dition it remained until the river was discovered by Joliet and Marquette in 1673. It
was deemed a wise policy to secure, as far as possible, the friendship and co -operation
of the Indians, far and near, before venturing upon an enterprise which their hostility
might render disastrous. Thus the great convention was called.

LASALLE'S EXPLORATIONS.

The first French occupation of Illinois was effected by LaSalle, in 1680. Having
constructed a vessel, the ¢ Griffin,” above the falls of Niagara, he sailed to Green Bay, and
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passed thence in canoe to the mouth of the St. Joseph river, by which and the Kankakee
he reached the Illinois in January, 1680 ; and on the 8d he entered the expansion of the
river now called Peoria lake. Here, at the lower end of the lake, on its eastern bank,
now in Tazewell county, he erected Fort Crevecceur. The place where this ancient
fort stood may still be seen just below the outlet of Peoria lake. It had, however, but
a temporary existence. From this point LaSalle determined, at that time, to descend
the Mississippi to its mouth. This he did not do, however, until two years later. Re-
turning to Fort Frontenac for the purpose of getting material with which to rig his
vessel, he left the fort at Peoria in charge of his lieutenant, Henri Tonti, an Italian, who
had lost one of his hands by the explosion of a grenade in the Sicilian wars. Tonti had
with him fifteen men, most of whom disliked LaSalle, and were ripe for a revolt the first
opportunity. Two men who had, previous to LaSalle’s departure, been sent to look for
the ¢¢ Griffin,” now returned and reported that the vessel was lost, and that Fort Fronte-
nac was in the hands of LaSalle’s creditors. 'This disheartening intelligence had the
effect to enkindle a spirit of mutiny among the garrison. Tonti had no sooner left the
fort, with a few men, to fortify what was afterward known as Starved Rock, than the
garrison at the fort refused longer to submit to authority. They destroyed the fort,
seized the ammunition, provisions, and other portables of value, and fled. Only two of
their number remained true. These hastened to apprise Tonti of what Lad occurred.
He thereupon sent four of the men with him to inform LaSalle. Thus was Tonti in the
midst of treacherous savages, with only five men, two of whom were the friars Ribourde
and Membre. With these he immediately returned to the fort, collected what tools had
not been destroyed, and conveyed them to the great town of the Illinois Indians. By
this voluntary display of confidence he hoped to remove the jealousy created in the
minds of the Illinois by the enemies of LaSalle. Here he awaited, unmolested, the
return of LaSalle.
GREAT BATTLE OF THE ILLINOIS.

Neither Tonti nor his wild associates suspected that hordes of Iroquois were gather-
ing preparatory to rushing down upon their country and reducing it to an uninhabited
waste. Already these hell - hounds of the wilderness had destroyed the Hurons, Eries,
and other natives of the lakes, and were now dirvecting their attention to the Illinois for
new victims. Five hundred Iroquois warriors set out for the homes of the Illinois. All
was fancied security and idle repose in the great town of this tribe, as the enemy
stealthily approached. Suddenly as a clap of thnnder from a cloudless sky the listless
inhabitants were awakened from their lethargy. A Shawnee Indian, on his return home
after a visit to the Illinois, first discovered the invaders. To save his friends from the
impending danger, he hurriedly retwrned and apprised them of the coming enemy. This
intelligence spread with lightning rapidity over the town, and each wigwam disgorged
its boisterous and astounded inmates. Women snatched their children, and in a delirium
of fright wandered aimlessly about, rending the air with their screams. The men, more
self- possessed, seized their arms 1eady for the coming fray. Tonti, long an ob]ect of
suspicion, was soon surrounded by an angry crowd of warriors, who zu,cmed him of
being an emissary of the enemy. His inability to defend himself properly, in conse-
quence of not fully understanding their language, left them still inclined to believe him
guilty, and they seized his effects from the fort and threw them into the river. The
women and children were sent down the river for safety, and the warriors, not exceeding
four hundred, as most of their young men were off hunting, returned to the Vlllzwe
Along the shores of the river they kindled huge bonfires, and spent the entire night in
greasing their bodies, painting their faces, and performing the war - dance, to prepare for
the approaching enemy. At early dawn the scouts who had been sent out returned,
closely followed by the Iroquois. The scouts had seen a chief arrayed in French cos-
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tume, and reported their suspicions that LaSalle was in the camp of the enemy, and
Tonti again became an object of jealousy. A concourse of wildly gesticulating savages
1mmed1ately gathered about him, demanding his life, and nothing saved him from their
uplifted weapons but a promise that he and his men would go with them to meet the
enemy. With their suspicions partly lulled, they hurriedly crossed the river and met the
foe, when both commenced firing. Tonti, seeing that the Illinois were outnumbered and
likely to be defeated, determined, at the imminent risk of his life, to stay the fight by an
attempt at mediation. Presuming on the treaty of peace then existing between the
French and Iroquois, he exchanged his gun for a belt of wampum and advanced to meet
the savage multitude, attended by three companions, who, being unnecessarily exposed
to danoel, were dismissed, and he proceeded alone. A short walk brought him in the
midst of a pack of yelpmg devils, writhing and distorted with fiendish rage, and impa-
tient to shed his blood. As the result of his swarthy Italian complexion and half-savage
costume, he was at first taken for an Indian, and before the mistake was discovered a
young warrior approached and stabbed at his heart. Fortunately the blade was turned
aside by coming in contact with a rib, yet a large flesh wound was inflicted, which bled
profusely. At this juncture a chief discovered his true character, and he was led to the
rear and efforts were made to staunch his wound. When sufficiently recovered, he
declared the Illinois were under the protection of the French, and demanded, in consid-
eration of the treaty hetween the latter and the Iroquois, that they should be suffered to
remain without further molestation. During this conference a young warrior snatched
Tonti’s hat, and, fleeing with it to the front, held it aloft on the end of his gun in view
of the Illinois. The latter, judging that Tonti had been killed, renewed the fight with
great vigor. Simultaneously, intelligence was brought to the Iroquois that Frenchmen
were assisting their enemies in the fight, when the contest over Tonti was renewed with
redoubled fury. Some declared that he should be immediately put to death, while
others, friendly to LaSalle, with equal earnestness demanded that he should be set at
liberty. During their clamorous debate, his hair was several times lifted by a huge
savage who stood at his back with a qcalpino‘ knife ready for execution.

Tonti at length turned the current of the angry COl]tl‘OVC‘l\\ in lhis favor, by stating
that the Illinois were 1,200 strong, and that there were 60 Frenchmen at the \111d<*e
ready to assist them. This statement obtained at least a partial credence, and his tor-
mentors now determined to use him as an instrument to delude the Illinois with a pre-
tended truce. The old warriors, therefore, advanced to the front and ordered the firing
to cease, while Tonti, dizzy from the loss of blood, was furnished with an emblem of
peace and sent staggering across the plain to rejoin the Illinois.  The two friars who had
just returned from a distant hut, whither they had repaired for prayer and weditation,
were the first to meet him and bless God for what they regarded as a miraculons deliver-
ance. With the assurance brought by Tonti, the [linois re-crossed the river to their
lodges, followed by the enemy as far as the opposite bauk.  Not long atter, large numbers
of the latter, under the mee\t of hunting, also crossed the river and hungy in threaten-
ing groups about the town. These hostile indications. and the well- known disregard
which the Iroquois had always evinced for their pledges, soon convineed the Illinois that
their only safety was in flicht.  With this conviction they set fire to their village, and
while the vast volume of flames and smoke diverted the atrention of the enemy, they
quietly dropped down the river to join their women and children. s soon as the flames
would permit, the Iroquois entrenched themselves on the site ot the village. Tonti and
his men were ordered by the suspicious savages to leave their hut and take up theirabode
in the fort.

At first the Iroquois were much elated at the discomfiture of the Illinois, but when
two days afterward they discovered them reconnoitering their intrenchments, their cour-
age greatly subsided. With fear they recalled the exaggerations of Tonti respecting
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their numbers, and concluded to send him with a hostage to make overtures of peace.
He and his hostage were received with delight by the Illinois, who readily assented to
the proposal which he brought, and in turn sent back with him a hostage to the Iroquois.
On his return to the fort his life was again placed in jeopardy, and the treaty was with
great difficulty ratified. The young and inexperienced Illinois hostage betrayed to his
crafty interviewers the numerical weakness of his tribe, and the savages immediately
rushed upon Tonti, and charged him with having deprived them of the spoils and honors
of victory. It now required all the tact of which he was master to escape. After much
difficulty, however, the treaty was concluded, but the savages, to show their contempt
for it, immediately commenced constructing canoes in which to descend the river and
attack the Illinois.

FRENCHMEN DRIVEN AWAY.

Tonti managed to apprise the latter of their designs, and he and Membre were soon
after summoned to attend a council of the Iroquois, who still labored under a wholesome
fear of Count Frontenac, and disliking to attack the Illinois in the presence of the
French, they thought to try to induce them to leave the country. At the assembling of
the council, six packages of beaver skins were introduced, and the savage orator, present-
ing them separately to Tonti, explained the nature of each. ¢ The first two,” said he,
« ywere to declare that the children of Count Frontenac, that is, the Illinois, should not
be eaten ; the next was a plaster to heal the wounds of Tonti; the next was oil where-
with to anoint him and Membre, that they might not be fatigued in traveling ; the next
proclaimed that the sun was bright; and the sixth and last required them to decamp and
go home.”

At the mention of going home, Tonti demanded of them when they intended to set
the example by leaving the Illinois in the peaceable possession of their country, which
they had so unjustly invaded. The council grew boisterous and angry at the idea that
they should be demanded to do what they required of the French, and some of its mem-
bers, forgetting their previous pledge, declared that they would ¢ eat Illinois flesh before
they departed.” Tonti, in imitation of the Indians’ manner of expressing scorn, indig-
nantly kicked away the presents of fur, saying, since they intended to devour the chil-
dren of Frontenac with cannibal ferocity, he would not accept their gifts. This stern
rebuke resulted in the expulsion of Tonti and his companion from the council, and the
next day the chiefs ordered them to leave the country.

Tonti had now, at the great peril of his life, tried every expedient to prevent the
slaughter of the Illinois. There was little to be accomplished by longer remaining in
the country, and as longer delay might imperil the lives of his own men, he determined
to depart, not knowing where or when he would be able to rejoin LaSalle. With this
object in view, the party, consisting of six persons, embarked in canoes, which soon
proved leaky, and they were compelled to land for the purpose of making repairs. While
thus employed, Father Ribourde attracted by the beauty of the surrounding landscape,
wandered forth among the groves for meditation and prayer. Notreturning in due time,
Tonti became alarmed, and started with a companion to ascertain the cause of the long
delay. They soon discovered tracks of Indians, by whom it was supposed he had been
seized, and guns were fired to direct his return, in case he was alive. Seeing nothing of
him during the day, at night they built fires along the bank of the river and retired to
the opposite side, to see who might approach them. Near midnight a number of Indians
were seen flitting about the light, by whom, no doubt, had been made the tracks seen
the previous day. It was afterward learned that they were a band of Kickapoos, who
had for several days been hovering about the camp of the Iroquois in quest of scalps.
They had fell in with the inoffensive old friar and scalped him. Thus, in the 65th year
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of his age, the only heir to a wealthy Burgundian house perished under the war-club of
the savages for whose salvation he had renounced ease and affluence.

INHUMAN BUTCHERY.

During this tragedy a far more revolting one was being enacted in the great town of
Illinois. The Iroqueis were tearing open the graves of the dead, and w1eak1no their
vengeance upon the bodies made hideous by putlehwmon At this desecration, it is said,
they even ate portions of the dead bodies, while subjecting them to every indignity that
brutal hate could inflict. Still unsated by their hellish brutalities, and now unrestrained
by the presence of the French, they started in pursuit of the retreating Illinois. Day
after day they and the opposing forces moved in compact array down the river, neither
being able to gain any advantage over the other. At length the Iroquois obtained by
falsehood that which number and prowess denied them. They gave out that their object
was to possess the country, not by destroying, but by driving out its present inhabitants.
Deceived by this false statement, the Illinois separated, some descending the Mississippi
and others crossing to the western shore. The Tamaroas, more credulous than the rest,
remained near the mouth of the Illinois, and were suddenly attacked by an overwhelm-
ing force of the enemy. The men fled in dismay, and the women and children, to the
number of 700, fell into the hands of the ferocious enemy. Then followed the tortures,
butcheries and burnings which only the infuriated and imbruted Iroquois could perpetrate.
LaSalle on his return discovered the half-charred bodies of women and children still
bound to the stakes where they had suffered all the torments hellish hate could devise.
In addition to those who had been burnt, the mangled bodies of women and children
thickly covered the ground, many of which bore marks of brutality too horrid for record.

After the ravenous horde had sufficiently glutted their greed for carnage, they re-
tired from the country. The_Illinois returned and rebuilt their town.

TONTI SATFE AT GREEN BAY.

After the death of Ribourde, Tonti and his men again resumed their jomrney. Soon
again their craft became dlbdb]ed when they abandoned it and started on foot for Lake
Mlchlgan. Their supply of provisions soon became exhausted, and they were compelled
to subsist in a great measure on roots and herbs.  One of their companion wandered off
in search of game, and lost his way, and several days clapsed before he rejoined them.
In his absence he was without flints and bullets, yet contrived to shoot some turkeys by
using slugs cut from a pewter porringer and a firebrand to discharge his gun. Tonti fell
sick of a fever and r)lmtly retarded the progress of the nnubh Nearing “Green B: ay, the
cold increased and the means of subsistence decreased and the party would have perished
had they not found a few ears of corn and some frozen squashes in the fields of a deserted
village. Near the close of November they had reached the Pottawatomics, who warmly
greeted them. Their chief was an ardent admirer of the French, and was accustomed to
say: ‘“There were but three great captains in the world,—himself, Tonti and LaSalle.”
For the above account of Tonti’s encounter with the Iroquois, we are indebted to David-
son and Stuve’s History of Illinois.

LA SALLE'S RETURN.

LaSalle returned to Peoria only to meet the hideous picture of devastation. Tonti
had escaped, but LaSalle knew not whither. Passing down the lake in search of him
and his men, LaSalle discovered that the fort had been destroyed; but the vessel which
he had partly construeted was still on the stocks, and but slightly injured.  After further
fruitless search he fastened to a tree a painting representing himself and party sitting in
a{Fcanoe and bearing a pipe of peace, and to the painting attached a letter addressed to

onti.
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LaSalle was born in France in 1643, of wealthy parentage, and educated in a college
of the Jesuits, from which he separated and came to Canada, a poor man, in 1666. He
was a man of daring genius, and outstripped all his competitors in exploits and travel
and commerce with the Indians. He was granted a large tract of land at LaChine,
where he established himself in the fur trade. In 1669 he visited the headquarters of the
great Iroquois confederacy, at Onondaga, New York, and, obtaining guides, explored the
Ohio river to the falls at Louisville. For many years previous, it must be remembered,
missionaries and traders were obliged to make their way to the Northwest through
Canada on account of the fierce hostility of the Iroquois along the lower lakes of Niagara
river, which entirely closed this latter route to the upper lakes. They carried on their
commerce chiefly by canoes, paddling them through Ottawa river to Lake Nipissing. car-
rying them across the portage to French river, and descending that to Lake Huron.
This being the route by which they reached the Northwest, we have an explanation of
the fact that all the earliest Jesuit missions were established in the neighborhood of the
upper lakes. LaSalle conceived the grand idea of opening the route by Niagara river and
the lower lakes to Canada commerce bv suil vessels. connecting it with tlie nawr ation of
the Mississippi, and thus opening a magnificent water communication from the Gulf of
St. Lawrence to the Gulf of Mexico. This truly grand and comyprehensive purpose seems
to have animated him in his wonderful achievements, and the matchless difficulties and
hardships he surmounted. As the first step in the accomplishment of this object he
established himself on Lake Ontario, and built and garrisoned Fort Frontenac, the site of
the present city of Kingston, Canada. Here he obtained a grant of land from the French
crown, and a body of troops, by which he repulsed the Iroquois and opened passage to
Niagara Falls. Having by this masterly stroke made it safe to attempt a hitherto un-
tried expedition, his next step, as we have seen, was to build a ship with which to sail
the lakes. He was successful in this undertaking, though his ultimate purpose was de-
feated by a strange combination of untoward circumstances. The Jesuits evidently
hated LaSalle and platted against him, because he had abandoned them and united with
a rival order. The fur traders were also jealous of his success in opening new channels
of commerce. While they were plodding with their bark canoes through the Ottawa. he

was constructing sailing vessels to command the trade of the lakes and the Mississippi.
These great phnb excited the jealousy and envy of small traders, introduced treason and
revolt into the ranks of his men, and finally led to the foul assassination by which his
great achievements were permanently ended.

LA SALLE'S ASSASSINATION.

Again visiting the Illinois in the year 1682. LaSalle descended the Mississippi to
the Gulf of Mexico. He erected a standard npon which he inseribed the arms of France,
and took formal possession of the whole valley of this mighty riverin the name of Louis
XIV., then reigning, and in honor of w hom he named the country Louisiana. LaSalle
then returned to Flauue, was appointed Governor, and returned with a tleet of immi-
grants {or the purpose of planting a colony in Illinois. They arrived in due time in the
Gulf of Mexico, but failing to find the mouth of the Mississippi. up which they intended
to sail, his supply ship, with the immigrants, was driven ashore and wrecked on
M'Lt'wmda Bay. With the fragments of the vessel he constructed rude huts and stock-
ades on the shore for the protection of his followers. calling the post Fort St. Louis. He
then made a trip into New Mexico in search of silver mines, but. meeting with disap-
pointment, returned to fiud his colony reduced to forty souls.  He then resolved to travel
on foot to Illinois. With some twenty of his men thev filed out of their fort on the 12th
of January, 1b57, and, after the pa1tnlo——\\ hich was one of sighs, of tears, and of em-
braces, all seeming intuitively to know that they should see each other no more—they
started on their disastrous j journey. Two of the party, Du Haut and Leotot, when on a
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hunting expedition in company with a nephew of LaSalle, assassinated him while asleep.
The long absence of his nephew caused LaSalle to go in search of him. On approaching
the murderers of his nephew, they fired upon him, killing him instantly. They then
despoiled the body of its clothing, and left it to be devoured by the wild beasts of the
forest. Thus, at the age of 43, perished one whose exploits have so greatly enriched the
history of the New World. To estimate aright the marvels of his patient fortitude, one
must follow on his track through the vast scene of his interminable journeyings, those
thousands of weary miles of forest, marsh, and river, where, again and again, in the bit-
terness of baffled striving, the untiring pllcmm pubhed onward toward the goal he never
was to attain. America owes him an endunnor memory ; for in this mascuhne figure, cast
in iron, she sees the heroic pioneer who wulded her to the possession of her richest
heritage.

T%nti, who had been stationed at the fort on the Illinois, learning of LaSalle’s un-
successful voyage, immediately started down the Mississippi to his relief. Reaching the
Gulf, he found no traces of the colony. He then returned, leaving some of his men at the
mouth of the Arkansas. These were discovered by the remnant of LaSalle’s followers,
who guided them to the fort on the Illinois, where they reported that LaSalle was in
Mexico. The little band left at Fort St. Louis were finally destroyed by the Indians,
and the murderers of LaSalle were shot. Thus ends the sad chapter of Robert Cavalier

de LaSalle’s exploration.
FIRST SETTLEMENT.

The first mission in Illinois, as we have already seen, was commenced by Marquette in
April, 1675. He called the religious society which he established the ¢ Mission of the
Immaculate Conception,” and the town of Kaskaskia. The first military occupation of
the country was at Fort Crevecceur, erected in 1680 ; but there is no evidence that a set-
tlement was commenced there, or at Peoria, on the lake above, at that early date. The
first settlement of which there is any authentic account was commenced with the build-
ing of Fort St. Louis on the Illinois river in 1682; but this was soon abandoned. The
oldest permanent settlement, not only in Illinois, but in the valley of the Mississippi, is
at Kaskaskia, situated six miles above the mouth of the Kaskaskia river. This was
settled in 1690 by the removal of the mission from old Kaskaskia, or Ft. St. Louis, on the
INlinois river. Cahokia was settled about the same time. The reason for the removal of
the old Kaskaskia settlement and mission, was probably because the dangerous and diffi-
cult route by Lake Michigan and the Chicago portage had been almost abandoned, and
travelers and traders traveled down and up the Mississippi by the Fox and Wisconsin
rivers. It was removed to the v101n1ty of the Mississippi in order to be in the line of
travel from Canada to Louisiana, that is, the lower part of it, for it was all Louisiana
then south of the lakes. Illinois came into possession of the French in 1682, and was a
dependency of Canada and a part of Louisiana. During the period of French rule in
Louisiana, the population probably never exceeded ten thousand. To the year 1730 the
following five distinct settlements were made in the territory of Illinois, numbering, in
population, 140 French families, about 600 * converted’ Indians, and many traders;
Cahokia, near the mouth of Cahokia creek and about five miles below the present city of
St. Louis ; St. Philip, about forty-five miles below Cahokia ; Fort Chartres, twelve miles
above Kaskaskia; Kaskaskia, situated on the Kaskaskia river six miles above its con-
fluence with the Mississippi, and Prairie du Rocher, near Fort Chartres. Fort Chartres
was build under the direction of the Mississippi Company in 1718, and was for a time the
headquarters of the military commandants of the district of Illinois, and the most im-
pregnable fortress in North America. It was also the center of wealth and fashion in the
West. For about eighty years the French retained peaceable possession of Illinois.
Their amiable disposition and tact of ingratiating themselves with the Indians enabled
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them to escape almost entirely the broils which weakened and destroyed other colonies.
Whether exploring remote rivers or traversing hunting grounds in pursuit of game, in
the social circle or as participants in the religious exercises of the church, the red men
became their associates and were treated with the kindness and consideration of brothers.
For more than a hundred years peace between the white man and the red was unbroken,
and when at last this reign of harmony terminated it was not caused by the conciliatory
Frenchman, but by the blunt and sturdy Anglo-Saxon. During this century, or until
the country was occupied by the English, no regular court was ever held. When, in
1765, the country passed into the hands of the English, many of the French, rather than
submit to a change in their institutions, preferred to leave their homes and seek a new
abode. There are, however, at the present time a few remnants of the old French stock
in the State, who still retain to a great extent the ancient habits and customs of their
fathers.

The first settlement by Americans was made by a few families from Virginia, who
founded a small colony near Bellefontaine, in Monroe county, in 1784.

THE MISSISSIPPI COMPANY.

During the earliest period of French occupation of this country, M. Tonti, LaSalle’s
attendant, was commander-in-chief of all the territory embraced between Canada and
the Gulf of Mexico, and extending east and west of the Mississippi as far as his ambi-
tion or imagination pleased to allow. He spent twenty-one years in establishing forts
and organizing the first settlements of Illinois. September 14, 1712, the French govern-
ment granted a monopoly of all the trade and commerce of the country to M. Crozat, a
wealthy merchant of Paris, who established a trading company in Illinois, and it was by
this means that the early settlements became permanent and others established. Crozat
surrendered his charter in 1717, and the Company of the West, better known as the
Mississippi Company, was organized, to aid and assist the banking system of John Law,
the most famous speculator of modern times, and perhaps at one time the wealthiest pri-
vate individual the world has ever known ; but his treasure was transitory. Under the
Company of the West a branch was organized called the Company of St. Philip’s, for
the purpose of working the rich silver mines supposed to be in Illinois, and Philip Ren-
ault was appointed as its agent. In 1719 he sailed from France with two hundred
miners, laborers and mechanics. During 1719 the Company of the West was by royal
order united with the Royal Company of the Indies, and had the influence and support
of the crown, who was deluded by the belief that immense wealth would flow into the
empty treasury of France. This gigantic scheme, one of the most extensive and won-
derful bubbles ever blown up to astonish, deceive and ruin thousands of people, was set
in operation by the fertile brain of John Law. Law was born in Scotland in 1671, and
so rapid had been his career that at the age of twenty-three he was a “Dbankrupt, an
adulterer, a murderer and an exiled outlaw.” But he possessed great financial ability,
and by his agreeable and attractive manners, and his enthusiastic advocacy of his schemes,
he succeeded in inflaming the imagination of the mercurial Frenchmen, whose greed for
gain led them to adopt any plans for obtaining wealth.

Law arrived in Paris with two and a half millions of franes, which he had gained at
the gambling table, just at the right time. Louis XIV. had just died and left as a legacy
empty coffers and an immense public debt. Lvery thing and every body was taxed to
the last penny to pay even the interest. All the sources of industry were dried up ; the
very wind which wafted the barks of commerce seemed to have died away under the
pressure of the time; trade stood still; the merchant, the trader, the artificer, once flour-
ishing in affluence, were transformed into clamorous beggars. The life-blood that ani-
mated the kingdom was stagnated in all its arteries, and the danger of an awful crisis
became such that the nation was on the verge of bankruptey. At this critical juncture
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John Law arrived and proposed his grand scheme of the Mississippi Company; 200,000
shares of stock at 500 livres each were at first issued. This sold readily and great profits
were realized. More stock was issued, speculation became rife, the fever seized every
body, and the wildest speculating frenzy pervaded the whole nation. Illinois was thought
to contain vast and rich mines of minerals. Kaskaskia, then scakcely more than the set-
tlement of a few savages, was spoken of as an emporium of the most extensive traffic,
and as rivaling some of the cities of Europe in refinement, fashion and religious culture.
Law was in the zenith of his glory, and the people in the zenith of theiv infatuation. The
high and the low, the rich and the poor, were at once filled with visions of untold wealth,
and every age, set, rank and condition were buying and selling stocks. Law issued stock
again and again, and readily sold until 2,235,000,000 livres were in circulation, equaling
about $450,000,000. While confidence lasted an impetus was given to trade never before
known. Anillusory policy everywhere prevailed, and so dazzled the eye that none could
see in the horizon the dark cloud announcing the approaching storm. Law at the time
was the most influential man in Europe. His house was beset from morning till night
with eager applicants for stock. Dukes, marquises and counts, with their wives and
dauOhters, waited for hours in the street below his door. Finding his residence too small,
he chanored it for the Place Vendome, whither the crowd followed him, and the spacious
square had the appearance of a public market. The boulevards and public gardens were
forsaken, and the Place Vendome became the most fashionable place in Paris ; and he was
unable to wait upon even one-tenth part of his applicants. The bubble burst after a few
years, scattering ruin and distress in every direction. Law, a short time previous the
most popular man in Europe, fled to Brussels, and in 1729 died in Venice, in obscurity
and poverty.

CHAPTER TIL
ENGLISH RULE

First Throes of the American Revolution — More About Gen. Clark —ITis Gallant Exploits — ITe Captures
Kaskaskia and Vincennes — The County of Illinois Established — Patrick Henry — John Todd — A Civil
Government Provided.

As early as 1750 there could be perceived the first throes of the revolution, which
gave a new master and new institutions to Illinois. France claimed the whole valley of
the Mississippi, and England the right to extend her possessions westward as far as
she might desire. Thlou(rh colonial controversies the two mother countries were precip-
itated into a bloody war within the Northwestern Territory, George Washington firing
the first gun of the military struggle which resulted in the overthrow of the French not
only in Tlinois but in North Ametica. The French evinced a determination to retain
control of the territory bordering the Ohio and Mississippi from Canada to the Gulf, and
so long as the English colonies were confined to the sea-coast there was little reason for
controversy. As the English, however, became acquainted with this beautiful and fertile
portion of our country, they not only learned the value of the vast territory, but also re-
solved to set up a counter claim to the soil. The French established numerous military and
trading posts from the frontiers of Canada to New Orleans, and in order to establish also
their claims to jurisdiction over the country they carved the lilies of France on the forest
trees, or sunk plates of metal in the ground. These measures did not, however, deter
the English from going on with their explorations ; and though neither party resorted to
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arms, yet the conflict was gathering, and it was only a question of time when the storm
should burst upon the frontier settlement. The French based their claims upon discov-
eries, the English on grants of territory extending from ocean to ocean, but neither party
paid the least attention to the prior claims of the Indians. From this position of affairs,
it was evident that actual collision between the contending parties would not much longer
be deferred. The English Government, in anticipation of a war, urged the Governor of
Virginia to lose no time in building two forts, which were equipped by arms from
England. The French anticipated the English and gathered a considerable force to de-
tend their possessions. The Governor determined to send a messenger to the nearest
French post and demand an explanation. This resolution of the Governor brought into
the history of our country for the first time the man of all others whom America most
loves to honor, namely, George Washington. He was chosen, although not yet twenty-
one years of age, as the one to perform this delicate and difficult mission. With five
companions he set out on Nov. 10, 1753, and after a perilous journey returned Jan. 6,
1754.  The strugele commenced and continued long, and was bloody and fierce ; but on

GEN. GEORGE ROGERS CLARK.

the 10th of October, 1765, the eusion of France was replaced on the ramparts of Fort
Chartres by the flag of Great Britain. This fort was the depot of supplies and the place
of rendezvous for the united forces of the French. At this time the colonies of the
Atlantic seaboard were assembled in preliminary congress at New York, dreaming of lib-
erty and independence for the continent; and Washington, who led the expedition
against the French for the English king, in less than ten years was commanding the
forces opposed to the English tyrant. Illinois, besides being constructively a part of
Florida for over one hundred years, during which time no Spaniard set foot upon her
soil or rested his eyes upon her beautiful plains, for nearly ninety years had been in the
actual occupation of the French, their puny settlements slumbering quietly in colonial
dependence on the distant waters of the Kaskaskia, Illinois and Wabash.

GEN. CLARK'S EXPLOITS AND SUCCESSES.

The Northwest Territory was now entirely under English rule, and on the breaking
out of the Revolutionary war the British held every post of importance in the West.
While the colonists of the Fast were maintaining a fierce struggle with the armies of

4
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England, their western frontiers were ravaged by mercil:ss butcheries of Indian warfare.
The jealousy of the savage was aroused to action by the rapid extension of American
settlement westward and the improper influence exerted by a number of military posts
garrisoned by British troops. To prevent indiscriminate slaughters arising from these
causes, Illinois became the theater of some of the most daring exploits connected with
American history. The hero of the achievements by which this beautiful land was
snatched as a gem from the British crown, was George Rogers Clark, of Virginia. He
had closely watched the movements of the British throughout the Northwest, and under-
stood their whole plan ; he also knew the Indians were not unanimously in accord with
the English, and therefore was convinced that if the British could be defeated and ex-
pelled from the Northwest, the natives might be easily awed into neutrality. Having
convinced himself that the enterprise against the Illinois settlement might easily succeed,
he repaired to the capital of Virginia, arriving November 5, 1777. While he was on his
way, fortunately, Burgoyne was defeated (October 17), and the spirits of the colonists
were thereby greatly encouraged. Patrick Henry was Governor of Virginia, and at once
entered heartily into Clark’s plans. After satisfying the Virginia leaders of the feasibility
of his project, he received two sets of instructions—one secret, the other open. The
latter authorized him to enlist seven companies to go to Kentucky, and serve three months
after their arrival in the West. The secret order authorized him to arm these troops, to
procure his powder and lead of General Hand at Pittsburg, and to proceed at once to
subjugate the country.

HE TAKES KASKASKIA.

With these instructions Col. Clark repaired to Pittsburg, choosing rather to raise his
men west of the mountains, as he well knew all were needed in the colonies in the con-
flict there. He sent Col. W. B. Smith to Holstein and Captains Helm and Bowman to
other localities to enlist men; but none of them succeeded in raising the required num-
ber. The settlers in these parts were afraid to leave their own firesides exposed to a
vigilant foe, and but few could be induced to join the expedition. With these companies
and several private volunteers Clark commenced his descent of the Ohio, which he navi-
gated as far as the falls, where he took possession of and fortified Corn Island, a small island
between the present cities of Louisville, Ky., and New Albany, Ind. Here, after having
completed his arrangements and announced to the men their real destination, he left a
small garrison ; and on the 24th of June, during a total eclipse of the sun, which to them
augured no good, they floated down the river. His plan was to go by water as far as Fort
Massac, and thence march direct to Kaskaskia. Here he intended to surprise the gar-
rison, and after its capture go to Cahokia, then to Vincennes, and lastly to Detroit.
Should he fail, he intended to march directly to the Mississippi river and cross it into the
Spanish country. Before his start he received good items of information; one that an
alliance had been formed between France and the United States, and the other that the
Indians throughout the Illinois country and the inhabitants at the various frontier posts
had been led by the British to believe that the ¢ Long Knives,” or Virginians, were the
most fierce, bloodthirsty and cruel savages that ever scalped a foe. With this impression
on their minds, Clark saw that proper management would cause them to submit at once
from fear, if surprised, and then from gratitude would become friendly, if treated with
unexpected lenity. The march to Kaskaskia was made through a hot July sun, they ar-
riving on the evening of the 4th of July, 1778. They captured the fort near the village
and soon after the village itself, by surprise, and without the loss of a single man and
without killing any of the enemy. After sufficiently working on the fears of the natives,
Clark told them they were at perfect liberty to worship as they pleased, and to take
whichever side of the great conflict they would ; also he would protect them against any
barbarity from British or Indian foe. This had the desired effect; and the inhabitants,
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so unexpectedly and so gratefully surprised by the unlooked-for turn of affairs, at once
swore allegiance to the American arms; and when Clark desired to go to Cahokia on the
6th of July, they accompanied him, and through their influence the inhabitants of the
place surrendered and gladly placed themselves under his protection.

In the person of M. Gibault, priest of Kaskaskia, Clark found a powerful ally and
generous friend. Clark saw that, to retain possession of the Northwest and treat suc-
cessfully with the Indians, he must establish a government for the colonies he had taken.
St. Vincent, the post next in importance to Detroit, remained yet to be taken before the
Mississippi valley was conquered. M. Gibault told him that he would alone, by per-
suasion, lead Vincennes to throw off its connection with England. Clark gladly accepted
this offer, and July 14th, in company with a fellow-townsman, Gibault started on his
mission of peace. On the 1st of August he returned with the cheerful intelligence that
every thing was peaceably adjusted at Vincennes in favor of the Americans. During the
interval, Col. Clark established his courts, placed garrisons at Kaskaskia and Cahokm,
successfully re-enlisted his men, and sent word to have a fort (which proved the germ of
Louisville) erected at the falls of the Ohio.

While the American commander was thus negotiating with the Indians, Hamilton,
the British Governor of Detroit, heard of Clark’s invasion, and was greatly incensed
because the country which he had in charge should be wrested from him by a few ragged
militia. He therefore hurriedly collected a force, marched by way of the Wabash, and
appeared before the fort at Vincennes. The inhabitants made an effort to defend the
town, and when Hamilton’s forces arrived, Captain Helm and a man named Henry were
the only Americans in the fort. These men had been sent by Clark. The latter charged
a cannon and placed it in the open gateway, and the Captain stood by it with a hOhted
match and cried out, as Hamilton came in hailing distance, *Halt!”™ The British
officer, not knowing the strength of the garrison, stopped, and demanded the surrender
of the fort. Helm exclaimed, ¢ No man shall enter here till I know the terms.”
Hamilton responded, * You shall have the honors of war.”” The entire garrison con-
sisted of one officer and one private.

VINCENNES CAPTURED.

On taking Kaskaskia, Clark made a prisoner of Rocheblave, commander of the
place, and got possession of all his written instructions for the conduct of the war.
From these papers he received important information respecting the plans of Col. Ham-
ilton, Governor at Detroit, who was intending to make a vigorous and concerted attack
upon the frontier. After arriving at Vincennes, however, he gave up his intended
campaign for the Winter, and trusting to his distance tfrom danger and to the difficulty
of approaching him, sent off his Indian warriors to prevent troops from coming down the
Ohio, and to annoy the Americans in all ways. Thus he sat quietly down to pass the
Winter with only about eighty soldiers, but secure, as he thought from molestation. But
he evidently did not re alize the character of the men with whom he was contending.
Clark, althongh he could muster only one hundred and thirty men, determined to take
advantage of Hamilton's weakness and security, and attack him as the only means of
saving himself; for unless he captured Hamilton, Hamilton would capture him. Ac-
(,01(1111013 , about the beginning of February, 1779, he dispatched a small galley which he
had fitted out. mounted with two four- 1)01111(191\ and four swivels and manned with a
company of soldiers, and carrying stores for his men, with ordevs to force her way up the
Wabash, to take her station a few miles below Vincennes, and to allow no person to pass
her. He himself marched with his little band, and spent sixteen days in traversing the
country from Kaskaskia to Vincennes, passing with incredible fatigue “through woods and

marshes. He was five days in crossing the bottom lands of the Wabash ; and for five
miles was frequently up to the breast in water. After overcoming difficulties which had
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been thought insurmountable, he appeared before the place and completely surprised it.
The inhabitants readily submitted, but Hamilton at first defended himself in the fort.
Next day, however, he surrendered himself und his garrison prisoners-of-war. By his
activity in encouraging the hostilities of the Indians and by the revolting enormities
perpetrated by those savages, Hamilton had rendered himself so obnoxious that he was
thrown in prison and put in irons. During his command of the British frontier posts he
offered prizes to the Indians for all the scalps of the Americans they would bring him,
and earned in consequence thereof the title, ¢ Hair-Buyer General,”” by which he was
ever afterward known.

The services of Clark proved of essential advantage to his countrymen. They dis-
concerted the plans of Hamilton, and not only saved the western frontier from depreda-
tions by the savages, but also greatly cooled the ardor of the Indians for carrying on a
contest in which they were not likely to be the gainers. Had it not been for this small
army, a union of all the tribes from Maine to Geomm against the colonies might have
been effected, and the whole current of our history changed.

COUNTY OF ILLINOIS.

In October, 1778, after the successful campaign of Col. Clark, the Assembly of Vir-
ginia erected the conque1ed country, embracing all the territory northwest of the Ohio
river, into the County of Illinois, which was doubtless the Targest county in the world,
exceeding in its dimensions the whole of Great Britain and Treland. To speak more
deﬁnitely, it contained the territory now embraced in the great States of Ohio, Indiana,
Tlinois, Wisconsin and Michigan. On the 12th of Deoember 1778, John Todd was
appointed Lieutenant-Commandant of this county by Patrick ]Iem) then Governor of
Virginia, and accordingly, also, the first of Illinois County.

CHAPTEIR TV.
FORMATION OF ILLINOIS TERRITORY.

Ordinance of 1787 — Sympathy with Slavery — Governor St. Clair— The Territory Divided into Counties.

Illinois County remained a part of Virginia until that State ceded the Northwest
Territory to the United States in 1784, as heretofore noted. This cession was really
made in 1781, but the deed was not executed until March 1, 1784, hence the condition
and government of the country remained the same as if no cession or transfer of domain
had been contemplated. Immediately after the deed of cession, Congress, by ordinance,
established a form of government, for the entire region from the Gulf to the Lakes,
although the whole of it had not been acquired, and this form of government for the
Northwestern Territory continued until the passage of the ordinance of 1787. No one
can study the secret history of this ordinance and not feel that Providence was guiding
with sleepless eye the destinies of these unborn States. American legislation has never
achieved any thing more admirable, as an internal government, than this comprehensive
ordinance. Its provisions concerning the distribution of property, the principles of civil
and religious liberty which it laid at the foundation of the communities since established,
and the efficient and simple organization by which it created the first machinery of civil
society, are worthy of all the praise that has ever been given them.
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THE ORDINANCE OF 1787.

This ordinance has a marvelous and interesting history. CTonsiderable controversy
has been indulged in as to who is entitled to the credit for framing it. This belongs,
undoubtedly, to Nathan Dane ; and to Rufus King and Timothy Pickering belong the
credit for suggesting the proviso contained in it against slavery, and also for aids to
religion and knowledde, and for assuring forever the common use, without charge, of the
meat national hlfrhwa}s of the \11581551pp1 the St. Lawrence and their tributaries to all
tho citizens of the United States. To Thomas Jefferson is also due much credit, as some
features of this ordinance were embraced in his ordinance of 1784, But the part taken
by each in the long, laborious and eventful struggle which had so glorious a consumma-
tion in the ordinance, consecrating forever, by one imprescriptible and unchangeable mon-
ument, the very heart of our country to Freedom, Knowledge, and Union, will forever
honor the names of those illustrious statesmen.

Mr. Jefferson had vainly tried to secure a system of government for the Northwest-
crn Territory. He was an emancipationist and favored the exclusion of slavery from the
territory, but the South voted him down every time he proposed a measure of this nature.
In 1787, as late as July 10, an organizing act without the anti-slavery clause was pend-
ing. This concession to the South was expected to carry it. Congress was in session in
New York. On July 5, Rev. Manasseh Cutler, of Massachusetts, came into New York
to lobby on the Northwestern Territory. Every thing seemed to fall into his hands.
Events were ripe. The state of the public credit, the growing of Southern prejudice,
the basis of his mission, his personal character, all combined to complete one of those
sudden and marvelous revolutions of public sentiment that once in five or ten centuries
are seen to sweep over a country like the breath of the Almighty.

Cutler was a graduate of Yale. He had studied and taken degrees in the three learned
professions, medicine, law, and divinity. He had published a scientific examination of
the plants of New England. As a scientist in America his name stood second only to
that of Franklin. He was a courtly gentleman of the old style, a man of commandmcr
presence and of inviting face. The Southern members said they had never seen such a
gentleman in the North. He came representing a Massachusetts company that desired
fo purchase a tract of land, now included in Ohio, for the purpose of planting a colony.
It was a speculation. Govemment money was w orth eighteen cents on the dollar. This
company had collected enough to purchase 1,500,000 acres of land. Other speculators
in New York made Dr. Cutler their agent, which enabled him to represent a demand for
5,500,000 acres. As this would reduce the national debt. and Jefferson’s poliey was to
plOVlde for the public credit, it presented a good opportunity to do something.

Massachusetts then owned the territory of Maine. which she was crowding on the
market. She was opposed to opening the Northwestern region. This fired the zeal of
Virginia. The South caught the inspiration, and all exalted Dr. Cutler. The entire
South rallied around him. Massachusetts could not vote against him. because many of
the constituents of her members were interested personally in the Western ~peullat10n.
Thus Cutler, making friends in the South, and doubtless using all the arts of the lobby,
was enabled to command the situation. True to deeper convictions. he dictated one of
the most compact and finished documents of wise statesmanship that has ever adorned
any human law book. He borrowed from Jefferson the term - Articles of Compact.”
which, preceding the federal constitution. rose into the most sacred character. He then
followed very closely the constitution of Massachusetts, adopted three years before. Its
most prominent points were:

1 The exclusion of slavery from the territory forever.

. Provisions for public schools, giving one township for a seminary and every
qeetlon numbered 16 in each township; “that is one thirty-sixth of all the land for public
schools.
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8. A provision prohibiting the adoption of any constitution or the enactment of any
law that should nullify pre-existing contracts.

Be it forever remembered that this compact declared that religion, morality, and
knowledge being necessary to good government and the happiness of mankind, schools
and the means of education shall always be encouraged.” Dr. Cutler planted himself on
this platform and would not yield. Giving his unqualified declaration that it was that
or nothing—that unless they could make the land desirable they did not want it—he
took his horse and buggy and started for the constitutional convention at Philadelphia.
On July 13, 1787, the bill was put upon its passage, and was unanimously adopted. Thus
the great States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, a vast empire, were
consecrated to freedom, intelligence, and morality. Thus the great heart of the nation
was prepared to save the union of States, for it was this act that was the salvation of the
republic and the destruction of slavery. Soon the South saw their great blunder and
tried to have the compact repealed. In 1803 Congress referred it to a committee, of

GEN. ARTHUR ST. CLAIR.

which John Randolph was chairman. He reported that this ordinance was a compact
and opposed repeal. Thus it stood, a rock in the way of the on-rushing sea of slavery.

SYMPATHY WITH SLAVERY.

With all this timely aid it was, however, a most desperate and protracted struggle
to keep the soil of Illinois sacred to freedom. It was the natural battle-field for the irre-
pressible conflict. In the southern end of the State slavery preceded the compact. It
existed among the old French settlers, and was hard to eradicate. That portion was
also settled from the slave States, and this population brought their laws, customs, and
institutions with them. A stream of population from the North poured into the northern
part of the State. These sections misunderstood and hated each other perfectly. The
Southerners regarded the Yankees as a skinning, tricky, penurious race of peddlers, fill-
ing the country with tinware, brass clocks, and wooden nutmegs. The Northerner
thought of the Southerner as a lean, lank, lazy creature, burrowing in a hut, and rioting
in whisky, dirt, and ignorance. These causes aided in making the struggle long and
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bitter. So strong was the sympathy with slavery that, in spite of the ordinance of 1787,
and in spite of the deed of cession, it was determined to allow the old French settlers to
retain their slaves.
This part of the history of Illinois will be made to form a separate chapter of this
volume.
GOVERNOR ST. CLAIR.

October 5, 1778, Congress appointed Maj. Gen. Arthur St. Clair to be Governor of
this vast territory. Gov. St. Clair was born in Scotland, and came to America in 1775.
He served in the French and English wars, and was a major general in the war of the
Revolution. He was elected to Congress in 1786, and was chosen to preside over the
deliberations of that body.
ILLINOIS TERRITORY

After the division of the Northwestern Territory, Illinois became one of the counties
of Indnnm Territory, from which it was separated by an act of Congress approved Feb-
ruary 3, 1809, forming the Territory of Illinois, with the capital at Kaskaskia. and a
population estimated at 9,000. At the time of separation from Indiana it was made to
include the present State of Wisconsin. Under the administration of Gov. St. Clair it
had been divided into two counties — St. Clair and Randolph. President Madizon first
appointed John Boyle, of Kentucky, to be the Governor of the new dependency, but the
office was not to his liking, and a change was affected by which Ninian Edwards became
the first Governor of Illinois. When the Territory was created, Mr. Edwards was serv-
ing as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, of which Boyle was an associate judze. To
suit their respective inclinations they exchanoed offices, and Mr. Edwards, through the
influence of Henry Clay, was appcinted to the office declined by Mr. Boyle. and the
latter became Chief Justice of Kentucky. Mr. Edwards is remembered as a large. fine
looking man, and one who wielded a ready pen and an elogquent tongue. He served as
territorial governor with distinction, and after the organization of the State was elected
to the same position, being the third governor.

CHAPTER V.
FIRST AMERICAN SETTLERS

The Advance Guard — Route of Travel and Means of Transportation — Grades of Government — First Feleral
Judges — The Law-Making Power — The First Legislature — Population in 1309 — Location of Selemenis —
Personal Sketches of the Members of the First Territorial Legislature, ete.

Emigration westward from the Atlantic States commenced about 1779-30, and there
can be no doubt that the brilliant achievements of Gen. Clark. heretofore noted. as they
spread abroad, exercised a great influence in directing attention to the fertile prairies ot
Illinois. \’Lu'chmo thro‘mh the country as his army did. they had every opportunizy of
seeing its rare bemuty and examining its exceeding richness and general adaprabilicy o
1011(:ultu1a1 purposes. The knowledge of the country thus gaine od by the men compos-
ing this little army of Spartan heroes was not long in \pleadmo to the alder settled parts
of America, nor was it long until immigrants began to come in and select sites for homes
and the pursuit of fortune. The increase of population from American immigration was
necessarily slow for many vears. This immigration was not confined to any one locality.
but was scattered about in different sections, so that, notwithstanding the presence of an
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estimated population of 9,000, a part of whom were French and French half-breeds, when
the Territory was organized, the country still seemed like an undisturbed wilderness, as
indeed by far the larger part of it was.

In the Spring of 1780, three hundred family boats arrived at the Falls of Ohio
(Louisville), the most of them destined for Kentucky.* Some of them, however, were
bound for Illinois. Among these there were James Moore, Shadrack Bond, James Gar-
rison, Robert Kidd and Larken Rutherford, from Maryland and Virginia, the two last
having been with Gen. Clark. In those perilous times they had crossed the Alleghany
Mountains without molestation, descended the Ohio, stemmed the Mississippi, and landed
safely at Kaskaskia. James Moore, the leader of this little band of pioneers, and some
others, settled among the hills near Bellefontaine, in what is now Monroe county, while
the remainder settled in the American Bottom (from which fact that name had its origin),
near Harrisonville. James Piggot, John Doyle, Robert Whitehead and another man,
named Bowen, soldiers in Clark’s expedition, came soon after. Doyle was a man of
family and taught school, and was, perhaps, the first to engage in teaching as a profession
in Illinois. He could also speak French and Indian, and was frequently employed as
Indian interpreter. No other American immigrants came till 1785, when the little band
was reinforced by Joseph Ogle, Joseph Warley and James Andrews, from Virginia, each
of them with a large family. James Leman, George Atcherson, David Waddell and their
families, and several others, came in 1786.f The families here named were the advance
guard of that mighty host that came to occupy Illinois in after years, and make it the
grandest of all the States.

'GRADES OF GOVERNMENT.

During the time Illinois formed a part of Indiana Territory, from 1800 to February,
1809, the government was of two grades: first, the law-making power, consisting of the
Governor and judges, and, second, the Territorial Legislature, composed of a House of
Representatives, elected by the people, and a Council appointed by the President and
Senate of the United States. Illinois remained under the first grade until 1312,

Nathaniel Pope, a relative of Gov. Edwards, was appointed Territorial Seccre-
tary. He was born at the Falls of the Ohio, in Kentucky. Was one of the early gradu-
ates of Transylvania University at Lexington, after which he chose the profession of the
law. At the age of twenty-one years he emigrated to St. Genevieve, then in Upper
Louisiana, but now in Missouri, where he acquired full command of the French language.
When twenty-six years of age, he received the appointment of Secretary of the Territory
of illinois, and on the 25th day of April, 1809, at St. Genevieve, before Judge Shrader,
he took the prescribed oath of office and came to Illinois to enter upon the dutics of his
position. In the absence of the Governor, the Secretary was empowered, under the
ordinance of 1787, to discharge the duties of the executive, and on the 28th day of April,
three days after taking the oath of office, he inaugurated the new government by procla-
mation. The counties of St. Clair and Randolph, previously organized, were reinstated
as the two counties of Illinois Territory. On the 3d of May he appointed and commis-
sioned Elias Rector to be Attorney-General; John Hay, Sheriff; Enoch Moore, Coroner ;
and seventeen justices of the peace. Hence it will be seen that the honor of starting the
civil government of Illinois Territory belongs to Nathaniel Pope, the first Territorial
Secretary.

Governor Edwards assumed the duties of his office on the 11th of June following,
having subscribed to the oath of office before leaving Kentucky.

FIRST FEDERAL JUDGES.

On the organization of the Territory, Jesse B. Thomas, Alexander Stuart and William
*Butler's Kentucky. tAnnals of the West.
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Sprigg were appointed Federal Judges. On the 16th of June, 1809, Governor Edwards,
and Judges Stuart and Sprigg met together as a legislative body, as provided in the fifth
section of the ordinance of 1787, and re-enacted such of the laws of the Indiana Terri-
tory as were suitable and applicable to Illinois, and with which the people had been famil-
iar for nine years, all laws local or special to Indiana, being rejected. Many of these laws
were as old as the Northwestern Territory, some of them having been imported from
Pennsylvania and some of them from Massachusetts. They were adopted without change
of phraseology.

Under the act of Territorial organization, provision was made for the advancement
of the government from the first to the second grade whenever the Governor should be
satisfied that a majority of the freeholders desired the same. Choosing to be guided by
the popular will, Governor Edwards, on the 4th day of February, 1812, issued an order
directing an election to be held in each county on the second Monday in April, to enable
the people to determine whether they would enter upon the second grade. The question
was decided in the affirmative by a large majority. Congress approved the action of the
people, and on the 21st day of May an act was passed by which Illinois was raised to the
second grade of government. That act also extended the right of suffrage to any white
male person twenty-one years of age, who had paid a territorial tax and resided in the
Territory one year next preceding any election, ete.

For nearly four years after the Territory was organized, no legislature existed. The
Governor was both executive and, in a great measure, the law-making power. The pow-
ers thus exercised were conferred by the ordinance of 1787, under which the privileges
of the citizen were limited to the freehold property class. The elective franchise was
denied to all who were not the owners of fifty acres of land, and no one could aspire to
a seat in the Legislature unless he was a freeholder of two hundred to five hundred acres
of land. Those of the territorial officers not appointed by the President, were appointed
by the Governor. The people were not permitted to elect justices of the peace, county
surveyors, treasurers, coroners, sheriffs, clerks, judges of the inferior courts, nor even choose
the officers of the territorial militia. All this power, and much more, was vested in the
Governor.

At the time of the organization of the Tenlt01y, the population was estimated at

9,000. The census of 1810 returned a total of 12,282,  Of this number 11,501 were
wlnteb, 168 were slaves, and 613 of all others except Indians. The settlements had
extended north to the Wood River country in the present county of Madison; east,along
Silver creek and up Kaskaskia river, and south and east from Kaskaskia for a distance of
fiftcen miles on the Fort Massac road. The Birds had located at the mouth of the Ohio,
at the present site of Cairo. At old Massac and the Ohio salines a small settlement had
been recognized for some time. At Shawneetown there had been a few straggling houses
since 1805. A few families were scattered along the west side of the Wabash, a man named
MecCawley having pushed inland as far as the Vincennes road-crossing of the Little Wa-
bash. These, howevel were mostly abandoned during the war of 1812, The settlements
were all weak, and flom 1810 until the close of the war, there was no immigration
of note.

Such was the extent of settlements and population when the people voted in favor
of advancing their Government to the second grade. September 16, following, the
Governor ‘Lnd judges having organized Madison, Gallatin and Johnson counties, their
establishment was published by ploolamation. This increased the number of counties to
five. Another proclamation of the same date ordered an election to be held in each
county on the 8th, 9th and 10th days of October, for five members of the legislative
council, seven members of the House and a delemte to Congress. Shadrach Bond was
elected as delegate to Congress. The choice for members of the Council and House of
Representatives resulted :
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Council — Benjamin Talbot, Gallatin county; William Biggs, St. Clair county;
Samuel Judy, Madison county; Pierre Menard, Randolph county; Thomas Ferguson,
Johnson county—->.

House— George Fisher, Randolph county ; Phillip Trammel and Alexander Wilson,
Gallatin county ; John Grammar, Johnson county ; Joshua Oglesby and Jacob Short,
St. Clair county ; William Jones, Madison county—7.

This was a new departure for the people of Illinois, and the dawning of that politi-
cal career that has made the State so noted among the other States of the Union, and the
first election for law-makers ever held in the Territory. Stuve’s History of Illinois,
published in 1876, preserves the following sketches of the members :

PIERRE MENARD, chosen to preside over the deliberations of the council, was a
Canadian Frenchman, and had settled at Kaskaskia in 1790. He was a merchant, and
enjoyed an extensive trade with the Indians, over whom he exercised a great influence,
and was, for many years, government agent for them. He was well informed, energetic,
frank and honest, and very popular with all classes.

WiLLiaM Biges was an intelligent and respectable member, who had been a soldier
in Clark’s expedition, and ten years afterward had been a prisoner for several years
among the Kickapoos. He wrote and published a complete narrative of his Indian
captivity, and in 1826 Congress voted him three sections of land. He was County
Judge for many years.

SAMUEL JUDY was a man of energy, fortitude and enterprise. The Fall preceding
he commanded the corps of spies in Gov. Edwards’ military campagn to Peoria Lake.
Some of his descendants still reside in Madison county.

JosHUA OGLESBY was a local Methodist preacher of ordinary education. He
resided on a farm and was greatly respected by his neighbors.

JAcoB SHORT, the colleague of Oglesby, removed to Illinois with his father Moses
in 1796, and pursued farming. He distinguished himself as a ranger in the war of 1812.

GEORGE FISHER possessed a fair education, and was a physician by profession. He
removed from Virginia to Kaskaskia in 1800 and engaged in merchandising, but resided
on a farm when elected to the vorritorial assembly. He was afterwards in public life.

Pariuie TRAMMEL was a man of discriminating mind, inclined to the profession of
arms. He was the lessee of the United saline in Gallatin county.

ALEXANDER WiLsoN (Mr. Trammel’s colleague), was a popular tavern keeper at
Shawneetown, and a man of fair ability.

WiLLiaM JoNES was a Baptist preacher, grave in his deportment, and possessed of
moderate abilities. He was born in North Carolina, removed to Illinois in 1806, in the
Rattan Prairie east of Alton.*

JOHN GRAMMAR made his first appearance in public at this first session of the
Illinois Territorial Legislature. He had no education, but was a man of great natural
shrewdness. He afterward represented Union county frequently during a period of
twenty years.

It was related of him that after his election, in ovder to procure clothing suitable to
the occasion and in which to appear in the Assembly, himself and family gathered a
large quantity of hickory nuts, which were taken to the Ohio saline and traded for blue
strouding, such as the Indians wore for breech-cloths. When the neighboring women
assembled to make up the garments, it was found that he had not invested quite enough
nuts. The pattern was measured in every way possible, but it was unmistakably scant.
After exhausting every device to make the goods ‘hold out” and fill the desired
measure, the women decided that the next best and only thing that could be done would
be to make a * bob-tailed coat and a long pair of leggings,”” which resolution they carried
into execution. And arrayed in this suit he made his appearance at the capital, and

*Annals of the West.



GENERAL HISTORY OF ILLINOIS. 99

continued to wear it the greater part of the session. ¢ Notwithstanding his illiteracy,”
says Mr. Ford, ¢ he had the honor of originating the practice much followed by public
men since, of voting against all new measures, it being easier to conciliate public opinion
for being remiss in voting for a good measure, than to suffer arraignment for aiding in
the passage of an unpopular one.”

By proclamation, issued on the 10th of November, the Governor ordered the mem-
bers elect to convene at Kaskaskia, the seat of government, on the 25th of that month.
The two bodies met in a large, rough old building of uncut limestone,* with steep roof
and gables, of unpainted boards, situated in the center of a square, which, after the ruin
and abandonment of Fort Chartres, had served the French as the headquarters of the
military commandant. The first floor, a large, low, cheerless room, was fitted up for the
House, and a small chamber above for the Council Chamber. Pierre Menard was chosen
President of the Council, and John Thomas as Secretary. William C. Greenup was
elected Clerk of the House. The two Houses elected a door-keeper in common. All
the twelve members boarded with one family, and lodged, it has been said, in one room.
* * * * The members addressed themselves to the business in hand, with-
out delay or circumlocution. Windy speeches and contention were unknown, and
parliamentary tacticians, if any there were, met with no indulgence ; and it has been
naively remarked that not a lawyer appeared on the roll of names.

CHAPTHER VI.
THE WAR OF 1812

The Outbreak — Massacre at Fort Dearborn — Slaughter of Prisoners — Kinzie Family Saved — Expedition Against
the Indians— An Indian Killed — Town Burned — Peoria Burned — Second Expedition Against the Indians —
Expedition up the Mississippi — A Desperate Fight — Another Expedition,

For some years previous to the war between the United States and England, in 1812,
considerable trouble was experienced with the Indians. Marauding bands of savages
would attack small settlements and inhumanly butcher all the inhabitants, and mutilate
their dead bodies. To protect themselves, the settlers organized companies of rangers
and erected block-houses and stockades in every settlement. The largest, strongest and
best of these was Fort Russell, near the present village of Edwardsville. This stockade
was made the main rendezvous for troops and military stores, and Gov. Edwards, who,
during the perilous times of 1812, when Indian hostilities threatened on every hand,
assumed command of the Illinois forces, established his headquarters at this place. The
Indians were incited to many of these depredations by English emissaries, who for
years continued their dastardly work of ¢ setting the red men, like dogs, upon the
whites.”

In the Summer of 1811 a peace convention was held with the Pottawatomies at
Peoria, when they promised that peace should prevail; but their promises were soon
broken. Tecumsell, the great warrior, and fit successor of Pontiac, started in the Spring
of 1211, to arouse the Southern Indians to war against the whites. The purpose of this
chieftain was well kunown to Gov. Harrison, of Indiana Territory, who determined during
Tecumseh’s absence to strike and disperse the hostile forces collected at Tippecanoe.
This he successfully did on Nov. 7, winning the sobriquet of * Tippecanoe,” by which he
was afterwards commonly known. Several peace councils were held, at which the Indi-

*Stuve.
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ans promised good behavior, but only to deceive the whites. Almost all the savages of
the Northwest were thoroughly stirred up and did not desire peace. The British agents
at various points, in anticipation of war with the United States, sought to enlist the favor
of the savages by distributing to them large supplies of arms, ammunition and other
goods.

The English continued their insults to our flag upon the high seas, and their govern-
ment 1efusmcr to relinquish its offensive course, all hopes of peace and safe commercial
relations were abandoned, and Congress, on the 19th of June, 1812, formally declared
war against Great Britain. In Illinois the threatened Indian troubles had already caused
a more thorough organization of the militia and greater protection by the erection of
forts. As intimated, the Indians took the war-path long before the declaration of hostili-
ties between the two civilized nations, committing great depredations, the most atrocious
of which was the

MASSACRE AT FORT DEARBORN.

During the war of 1812 between the United States and England, the greatest, as well
as the most revolting, massacre of whites that ever occurred in Illinois, was perpetrated
by the Pottawatomie Indians, at Fort Dearborn. This fort was built by the Government,
in 1804, on the south side of the Chicago river, and was garrisoned by 54 men under
command of Capt. Nathan Heald, assisted by Lieutenant Helm and Ensign Ronan; Dr.
Voorhees, surgeon. The residents at the post at that time were the wives of officers
Heald and Helm and a few of the soldiers, Mr. Kinzie and his family, and a few Cana-
dians. The soldiers and Mr. Kinzie were on the most friendly terms with the Pottawato-
mies and Winnebagoes, the principal tribes around them.

On the Tth of August, 1812, arrived the order from Gen. Hull, at Detroit, to evacu-
ate Fort Dearborn, and distribute all United States property to the Indians. Chicago
was so deep in the wilderness that this was the first intimation the garrison received of
the declaration of war made on the 19th of June. The Indian chief who brought the
dispatch advised Capt. Heald not to evacuate, but that if he should decide to do so, it
be done immediately,and by forced marches elude the concentration of the savages before
the news be circulated among them. To this most excellent advice the Captain gave no
heed, but on the 12th held a council with the Indians, apprising them of the orders re-
ceived, and offering a liberal reward for an escort of Pottawatomies to Fort Wayne. The
Indians, with many plOfGSSiOIlb of friendship, assented to all he proposed, and promised
all he required. The remaining officers refused to join in the council, for they had been
informed that treachery was deswned — that the Indians intended to murder those in
the council, and then destroy those in the fort. The port holes were open, displaying
cannons pointing directly upon the council. This action, it is supposed, prevented a
massacre at that time.

Mr. Kinzie, who knew the Indians well, begged Capt. Heald not to confide in their
promises, or distribute the arms and ammunition among them, for it would only put
power in their hands to destroy the whites. This argument, true and excellent in itself,
was now certainly inopportune, and would only incense the treacherous foe. DBut the
Captain resolved to follow it, and accordingly on the night of the 13th, after the distri-
bution of the other p10pelty, the arms were broken, and the barrels of whisky, of which
there was a large quantity, were rolled quietly thlouOh the sally-port, their heads
Inocked in and their conténts emptied into the river. On that night the lurking red-
skins crept near the fort and discovered the destruction of the plonnsed booty going on
within. The next morning the powder was seen floating on the surface of the river,  and
the Indians asserted that such an abundance of * fire-water” had been emptied into the
river as to make it taste  groggy.” Many of them drank of it freely.

On the 14th the desponding garrison was somewhat cheered by the arrival of Capt.
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Wells, with 15 friendly Miamis. Capt. Wells heard at Fort Wayne of the order to evacu-
ate Fort Dearborn, and knowing the hostile intentions of the Indians, made a rapid march
through the wilderness to protect, if possible, his niece, Mrs. Heald, and the officers and
the garrison from certain destruction. But he came too late. Every means for its
defense had been destroyed the night before, and arrangements were made for leaving
the fort on the following morning.

The fatal morning of the 16th at length dawned brightly on the world. The sun
shone in unclouded splendor upon the glassy waters of Lake Michigan. At 9 A. 31, the
party moved out of the southern gate of the fort, in military array. The band, feeling
the solemnity of the occasion, struck up the Dead March in Saul. Capt. Wells, with his
face blackened after the manner of the Indians, led the advance guard at the head of
his friendly Miamis, the garrison with loaded arms, the baggage wagons with the sick,
and the women and children following, while the Pottawatomie Indians, about 500 in
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OLD FORT DEARBORN.

number, who had pledged their honor to escort the whites in safety to Fort Wayne,
brought up the rear. The party took the road along the lake shore. On reaching the
range of sand-hills separating the beach from the prairie, about one mile and a half from
the fort, the Indians defiled to the right into the prairie, bringing the sand-hills between
them and the whites. This divergence was scarcely effected when Capt. Wells, who had
kept in advance with his Indians, rode furiously back and exclaimed, * They are about
to attack us. TForm instantly and charge upon them!” These words were scarcely
uttered before a volley of balls from Indian muskets was poured in upon them. The
troops were hastily formed into line and charged up the bank. One veteran
of 70 fell as they ascended. The Indians were driven back to the prairie, and
then the battle was waged by 54 soldiers, 12 civilians, and three or four women — the
cowardly Miamis having fled at the outset — against 500 Indian warriors. The whites
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behaved gallantly, and sold their lives dearly. They fought desperately until two-thirds
of their number were slain ; the remaining 27 surrendered. And now the most sicken-
ing and heart-rending butehe1y of this calamitous day was committed by a young sav-
age, who assailed one of the baggage wagons containing 12 children, every one of which
fell beneath his murderous tomahawk. When Capt. W'ells, who with the others had
become prisoner, beheld this scene at a distance, he exclaimed in a tone loud enough to
be heard by the savages, “ If this be your game, I can kill, too;”” and turning his horse,
started for the place where the Indians had left thelr squaws and children. The Indians
hotly pursued, but he avoided their deadly bullets for a time. Soon his horse was killed
and he severelv wounded. With a yell the young braves rushed to make him their pris-
oner and reserve him for torture. But an enraged warrior stabbed him in the back, and
he fell dead. His heart was afterward taken out, cut in pieces and distributed among
the tribes. Billy Caldwell, a half-breed Wyandot, well-known in Chicago long after-
ward, buried his remains the next day. Wells street in Chicago, perpetuates his
memory.

In this fearful conbat women bore a conspicuous part. A wife of one of th= soldiers,
who had frequently heard that the Indians subjected their prisoners to tortures worse
than death, resolved not to be taken alive, and continued fighting until she was literally
cut to pieces. Mrs. Heald was an excellent equestrian, and an expert in the use of the
rifle. She fought bravely, receiving several wounds. Though faint from loss of blood,
she managed to keep in her saddie. A savage raised his tomahawk to kill her, when she
looked him full in the face, and with a sweet smile and gentle voice said, in his own
language, “Surely you would not kill a squaw.” The arm of the savage fell, and the life
of this heroic woman was saved. Mrs. Helm had an encounter with a stalwart Indian,
who attempted to tomahawk her. Springing to one side, she received the glancing blow
on her shoulder, and at the same time she seized the savage round the neck and en-
deavored to get his scalping-knife which hung in a sheath at his breast. While she was
thus struggling, she was dragged from his grasp by another and an older Indian. The
latter bore. he1, str110011n0' and resisting, to the lake and plunged her in. She soon per-
ceived it was not lus 1ntent10n to drown her, because he held her in such a position as to
keep her head out of the water. She recognized him to be a celebrated chief called Black
Partridge. When the firing ceased she was conducted up the sand-bank.

SLAUGHTER OF PRISONERS.

The prisoners were taken back to the Indian camp, when a new scene of horror was
enacted. The wounded not being included in the terms of the surrender, as it was in-
terpreted by the Indians, and the British general, Proctor, having offered a liberal bounty
for American scalps, nearly all the. wounded were killed and sc: 1lped, and the price of the
trophies was afterwards paid by the British general. In the stipulation of surrender,
Capt. Heald had not particularly mentioned the wounded. These helpless sufferers, on
reaching the Indian camp, were therefore regarded by the brutal savages as fit subjects
upon which to display their cruelty and satisfy their desire for blood. Referring to the
terrible hutchery of the prisoners, in an account given by Mrs. Helm, she says: * An
old squaw, infuriated by the loss of friends or excited by the sanguinavy scenes around
her, seemed possessed of demoniac fury. She seized a stable- forle and assaulted one
miserable victim, who lay groaning and writhing in the agonies of his wound, aggravated
by the scorchmg beams of the sun. With a (Ie,hcacy of feeling, scarcely to Liave been
expected under such circumstances, Wan-bee-nece-wan stretched a mat across two poles,
between me and this dreadful scene. I was thus spared, in some degree, a view of its
horrors, although I could not entirely close my cars to the cries of the sufferer. The
following night five more of the wounded prisoners were tomahawked.”
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KINZIE FAMILY SAVED.

That evening, about suadown, a council of chiefs was held to decide the fate of the
prisoners, and it was agreed to deliver them to the British commander at Detroit. After
dark, many warriors from a distance came into camp, who were thirsting for blood, and
were determined to murder the prisoners regardless of the terms of surrender. Black
Partridge, with a few of his friends, surrounded Kinzie’s house to protect the inmates
from the tomahawks of the bloodthirsty savages. Soon a band of hostile warriors rushed
by them into the house, and stood with tomahawks and scalping-knives, awaiting the
signal from their chief to commence the work of death. Black Partridge said to Mrs.
Kinzie: * We are doing every thing in our power to save you, but all is now lost ; you
and your friends, together with all the prisoners of the camp, will now be slain.” At
that moment a canoe was heard approaching the shore, when Black Partridge ran down
to the river, trying in the darkness to make out the new comers, and at the same time

OLD KINZIE HOUSE.

shouted, *“Who are you?” In the bow of the approaching canoe stood a rall. manly
personage, with a rifle in his hand. He jumped ashore exclaiming. = I am Sau-ga-nash.”
“Then make all speed to the house : our friends are in danger.aud yvou only can save
them.” It was Billy Caldwell, the half-breed Wyandot. He hurried forward. entered
the house with a resolute step, deliberately removed his accoutrements, placed his ritle
behind the door, and saluted the Indians: > How now. my triends! a good day to vou.
I was told there were enemies here. but am ¢lad to find only friends.”  Diverted by the
coolness of his manner, they were ashamed to avow their murderous purpose, and simply
asked for some cotton goods to wrap their dead. for burial. And thus. by his presence
of mind, Caldwell averted the murder of the Kinzie family and the prisoners.  The latter,
with their wives and children, were dispersed amony the Pottawatomie tibes along the
Illinois, Rock, and Wabash rivers, and some to Milwaukee.  The most of them were
ransomed at Detroit the following Spring. .\ part of them. however, remained in
captivity another year.
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EXPEDITION AGAINST THE INDIANS.

By the middle of August, through the disgraceful surrender of Gen. Hull, at De-
troit, and the evacuation of Fort Dearborn and massacre of its garrison, the British and
Indians were in possession of the whole Northwest. The savages, emboldened by their
successes, penetrated deeper into the settlements, committing great depredations. The
activity and success of the enemy aroused the people to a realization of the great danger
their homes and families were in. Gov. Edwards collected a force of 350 men at Camp
Russell, and Capt. Russell came from Vincennes with about 50 more.  Being officered
and equipped, they proceeded about the middle of October on horseback, carrying with
them twenty days’ rations, to Peoria.  Capt. Craig was sent with two boats up the Illi-
nois, with provisions and tools to build a fort.  The little army proceeded to Peoria lake,
where was located a Pottawatomie village. They arrived late at night, within a few
miles of the village, without their presence being known to the Indians. Four men were
sent out that night to reconnoiter the position of the village. = The four brave men who
volunteered for this perilous service were Thomas Carlin (afterward Governor), and
Robert, Stephen and Davis Whiteside. ~ They proceeded to the village and explored it
and the approaches to it thoroughly, without starting an Indian or provoking the bark
of adog. The low lands between the Indian village and the troops were covered with a
rank growth of tall grass, so high and dense as to readily conceal an Indian on horse-
back, until within a few feet of him. The ground had become still more yielding by
recent rains, rendering it almost impassable by mounted men. To prevent detection, the
soldiers had camped without lighting the usual camp-fires. The men lay down in their
cold and cheerless camp, with many misgivings. They well remembered how the skulk-
ing savages fell upon Harrison’s men at Tippecanoe during the night. To add to their
fears, a gun in the hands of a soldier was carelessly discharged, raising great consterna-
tion in the camp.

AN INDIAN KILLED.

Through a dense fog which prevailed the following morning, the army took up its
line of march for the Indian town, Capt. Judy with his corps of spies in advance. In
the tall grass they came up with an Indian and his squaw, both mounted. The Indian
wanted to surrender, but Judy observed that he ¢ did not leave home to take prisoners,”
and instantly shot one of them. With the blood streaming from his mouth and nose,
and in his agony *singing the death song,” the dying Indian raised his gun, shot and
mortally wounded a Mr. Wright, and in a few minutes expired.  Many guns were im-
mediately discharged at the other Indian, not then known to be a squaw, all of which
missed her. Badly scared, and her husband killed by her side, the agonizing wails of the
squaw were healt-lendlng She was taken prisoner, and afterward rostored to her

nation.
TOWN BURNED.

On nearing the town a general charge was made, the Indians flecing to the interior
wilderness. Some of their warriors made a stand, when a sharp engagement oceurred,
but the Indians were routed. In their flight they left behind all their Winter’s store
of provisions, which was taken, and their “town burned.  Some Indian children were
found who had been left in the hurried ﬂi(r'ht, also some disabled adults, one of whom
was in a starving condition and with a voracious appetite partook of the bread given him.
He is said to have been killed by a cowardly trooper straggling behind, after “the main
army had resumed its retrograde march, who wanted to be “able to boast that he had killed
an Indian.

About the time Gov. Edwards started with his little band against the ]ll(]l(tlls, Gen.
Hopkins, with 2,000 Kentucky riflemen, left Vincennes to cross the prairvies of Ilinois

.




o

"JJIHD VAAVLIO FHI OYVILNOd

ZaNQy
araTIanYRY

¢G0T ‘SIONITII A0 XYOLSIH TVIANTD



106 GENERAL HISTORY OF ILLINOIS.

and destroy the Indian villages along the Illinois river. Edwards, with his rangers, ex-
pected to act in concert with Gen. Hopkins’ riflemen.  After marching 80 or 90 miles
into the enemy’s country, Gen. Hopkins' men became dissatisfied, and on Oct. 20 the
entire army turned and retreated homeward before even a foe had been met. After the
victory of the Illinois rangers they heard nothing of Gen. Hopkins and his 2,000 mounted
Kentuckyriflemen ; and apprehending that a large force of warriors would be speedily col-
lected, it was deemed prudent not to protract their stay, and accordingly the retrograde
march was commenced the very day of the attack.

PEORIA BURNED.

The force of Capt. Craig, in charge of the provision boats, was not idle during this
time. They proceeded to Peoria, where they were fired on by ten Indians during the
night, who immediately fled. ~Capt. Craig discovered, at daylight, their tracks leading
up into the French town. He inquired of the French their whereabouts, who denied all
knowledge of them, and said they ¢ had heard or seen nothing ;” but he took the entire
number prisoners, burned and destroyed Peoria, and bore the captured inhabitants away
on his boats to a point below the present city of Alton, where he landed and left them
in the woods,—men, women and children,—in the inclement month of November, with-
out shelter, and without food other than the slender stores they had themselves gathered
up before their departure. They found their way to St. Louis in an almost starving
condition. The burning of Peoria and taking its inhabitants prisoners, on the mere
suspicion that they sympathized with the Indians, was generally regarded as a needless,
if not wanton, act of military power.

SECOND EXPEDITION AGAINST THE INDIANS.

In the early part of 18183, the country was put in as good defense as the sparse pop-
ulation admitted. In spite of the precaution taken, numerous depredations and murders
were committed by the Indians, which again aroused the whites, and another expedition
was sent against the foe, who had collected in large numbers in and around Peoria.
This army was composed of about 900 men, collected from both Illinois and Missouri,
and under command of Gen. Howard. They marched across the broad prairies of Illinois
to Peoria, where there was a small stockade in charge of United States troops. Two
days previously the Indians made an attack on the fort, but were repulsed. Being in the
enemy’s country, knowing their stealthy habits, and the troops at no time observing a
high degree of discipline, many unnecessary night alarms occurred, yet the enemy were
far away. The army marched up the lake to Chillicothe, burning on its way two deserted
villages. At the present site of Peoria the troops remained in camp several weeks.
While there they built a fort, which they named in honor of Gen. George Rogers Clark,
who with his brave Virginians wrested Illinois from the English during the Revolutionary
struggle. This fort was destroyed by fire in 1818. It gave a name to Peoria which it
wore for several years. After the building of Fort Crevecceur, in 1680, Peoria lake was
very familiar to Western travel and history ; but there is no authentic account of a per-
manent European settlement there until 1778, when La Ville de Meillet, named after its
founder, was started. Owing to the quality of the water and its greater salubrity, the
location was changed to the present site of Peoria, and by 1796 the old had been entirely
abandoned for the new village. After its destruction in 1812 it was not settled again
until 1819, and then by American pioneers, though in 1818 Fort Clark was built there.

EXPEDITION UP THE MISSISSIPPI.

The second campaign against the Indians at Peoria closed without an engagement,
or even a sight of the enemy, yet great was the benefit derived from it. It showed to
the Indian the power and resources of his white foe.  Still the calendar of the horrible




GENERAL HISTORY OF ILLINOIS. 107

deeds of butchery of the following year is long and bloody. A joint expedition again
moved against the Indians in 1814, under Gov. Clark, of Missouri. This time they went
up the Mississippi in barges, Prairie du Chien being the point of destination. There they
found a small garrison of British troops, which, however, soon fled, as did the inhabi-
tants, leaving Clark in full possession. He immediately set to work and erected Fort
Shelby. The Governor returned to St. Louis, leaving his men in peaceable possession of
the place, but a large force of British and Indians came down upon them, and the entire
garrison surrendered. In the mean time Gen. Howard sent 108 men to strengthen the
garrison. Of this number 66 were Illinois rangers, under Capts. Rector and Riggs, who
occupied two boats. The remainder were with Lieut. Campbell.

A DESPERATE FIGHT.

At Rock Island Campbell was warned to turn back, as an attack was contemplated.
The other boats passed on up the river and were some two miles ahead when Campbell’s
barge was struck by a strong gale which forced it against a small island near the Illinois
shore. Thinking it best to lie to till the wind abated, sentinels were stationed while the
men went ashore to cook breakfast. At this time a large number of Indians on the main
shore under Black Hawk commenced an attack. The savages in canoes passed rapidly
to the island, and with a war-whoop rushed upon the men, who retreated and sought
refuge in the barge. A battle of brisk musketry now ensued between the few regulars
aboard the stranded barge and the hordes of Indians under cover of trees on the island,
with severe loss to the former. Meanwhile Capts. Rector and Riggs, ahead with their
barges, seeing the smoke of battle, attempted to return; but in the strong gale, Riggs’
boat became unmanageable and was stranded on the rapids. Rector, to avoid a similar
disaster, let go his anchor. The rangers, however, opened with good aim and telling
effect upon the savages. The unequal combat having raged for some time and about
closing, the commander’s barge, with many wounded and several dead on board—among
the former Lieut. Campbell—was discovered to be on fire. Now Rector and his brave
Illinois rangers, comprehending the horrid situation, performed, without delay, as cool
and heroic a deed—and did it well—as ever imperiled the life of mortal man. In the
howling gale, in full view of hundreds of infuriated savages, and within range of their
rifles, they deliberately raised anchor, lightened their barge by casting overboard quanti-
ties of provisions, and guided it with the utmost labor down the swift current, to the
windward of the burning barge,-and under the galling fire of the enemy rescued all the
survivors, and removed the wounded and dying to their vessel. This was a deed of noble
daring and as heroic as any performed during the war in the West. Rector hurried with
his over-crowded vessel to St. Louis.

It was now feared that Riggs and his company were captured and sacrificed by the
savages. His vessel, which was strong and well armed, was for a time surrounded by
the Indians, but the whites on the inside were well sheltered. The wind becoming
allayed in the evening, the boat, under cover of the night, glided safely down the river
without the loss of a single man.

ANOTHER EXPEDITION.

Notwithstanding the disastrous termination of the two expeditions already sent out,
during the year 1814, still another was projected. It was under Maj. Zachary Taylor,
afterward President. Rector and Whiteside, with the Illinoisan, were in command of
boats. The expedition passed Rock Island unmolested, when it was learned the country
was not only swarming with Indians, but that the English were there in command with
a detachment of regulars and artillery. The advanced boats in command of Rector,
Whiteside and Hempstead, turned about and began to descend the rapids, fighting with
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great gallantry the hordes of the enemy, who were pouring their fire into them from the
shore at every step.

Near the mouth of Rock river Maj. Taylor anchored his fleet out in the Mississippi.
During the night the English planted a battery of six pieces down at the water’s edge,
to sink or disable the boats, and filled the islands with redskins to butcher the whites,
who might, unarmed, seek refuge there. But in this scheme they were frustrated. In
the morning Taylor ordered all the force, except 20 boatmen on each vessel, to the upper
island to dislodge the enemy. The order was executed with great gallantry, the island
scoured, many of the savages killed, and the rest driven to the lower island. In the
meantime the British cannon told with effect upon the fleet. The men rushed back and
the boats were dropped down the stream out of range of the cannon. Capt. Rector was
now ordered with his company to make a sortie on the lower island, which he did, driving
the Indians back among the willows; but they being re-inforced, in turn hurled Rector
back upon the sand-beach.

A council of officers called by Taylor had by this time decided that their force was
too small to contend with the enemy, who outnumbered them three to one, and the boats
were in full retreat down the river. As Rector attempted to get under way his boat
grounded, and the savages, with demoniac yells, surrounded it, when a most desperate
hand-to-hand conflict ensued. The gallant ranger, Samuel Whiteside, observing the
imminent peril of his brave Illinois comrade, went immediately to his rescue, who but
for his timely aid would undoubtedly have been overpowered, with all his force, and
murdered.

Thus ended the last, like the two previous expeditions up the Mississippi during the
war of 1812, in defeat and disaster. The enemy was in undisputed possession of all the
country north of the Illinois river, and the prospects respecting those territories boded
nothing but gloom. With the approach of Winter, however, Indian depredations ceased
to be committed, and the peace of Ghent, Dec. 24, 1814, closed the war.

CHAPTHR VIIL
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ILLINOIS TERRITORY ADMITTED AS A STATE.
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On the 18th day of April, 1818, the Congress of the United States passed an act
entitled ‘“ An act to enable the people of the Territory of Illinois to form a constitution
and State government, and for the admission of such State into the Union on an equal
footing with the original States.” Immediately after the passage, approval and publica-
tion of this act, an election was ordered to choose delegates to form a State convention.

At this time there were fifteen organized counties in the territory, all in the southern
part of the State, to which section the settlement of the territory had been confined.

These counties were organized in the following chronological order :
St. Clair, 1790 ; Randolph, 1795; Madison, Gallatin and Johnson, 1812 ; Edwards,
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1814 ; White, Monroe, Pope and Jackson, 1816 ; Crawford and Bond, 1817 ; Union,
Washington and Franklin, 1818.

MEETING OF THE CONVENTION.

The convention assembled at Kaskaskia in July, of that year, and completed its
labors by signing the constitution on the 26th day of August following. The names of
the delegates and the counties they represented are subjoined:

St. Clair county, Jesse B. Thomas, John Messinger and James Lemon, Jr.

Randolph, George Fisher, Elias Kent Kane.

Madison, Benjamin Stephenson, Joseph Borong, Abraham Pickett.

Gallatin, Michael Jones, Leonard White, Adolphus Frederick Hubbard.

Johnson, Kezekiah West, William McFatridge.

Edwards, Seth Gard, Levi Compton.

White, Willis Hargrave, William McHenry.

Monroe, Caldwell Carns, Enoch Moore.

Pope, Samuel O’Melveney, Hamlet Ferguson.

Jackson, Conrad Will, James Hall, Jr.

Crawford, Joseph Kitchell, Edward N. Cullom.

Bond, Thomas Kilpatrick, Samuel G. Morse.

Union, William Echols, John Whitaker.

Washington, Andrew Bankson. Bankson’s colleague died during the session of the
convention.

Franklin, Isham Harrison, Thomas Roberts.

Jesse B. Thomas, of St. Clair county, was chosen to preside over the deliberations
of the convention, and William C. Greenup to be its secretary.

ARBITRARY FEATURES.

“The constitution was not submitted to a vote of the people for their approval or
rejection ; nor did the people have much to do with the choice or election of officers gen-
erally under it, other than that of governors, the general assemblies, sheriffs and coronors.
Notwithstanding the elective franchise was in a blazen manner extended to all white
male inhabitants above the age of twenty-one years, having a residence in the State of
six months next preceding any election, which it will be perceived included aliens, and
possibly invited immigration, there was scarcely an office left to be filled by its exercise.”
—[Stuve’s History of Ill., p. 297.]

Says Mr. Ford: ¢ The Constitution, as formed, required the Governor and Lieu-
tenant Governor to have been citizens of the United States for thirty years before their
election. It also gave power to the Governor to nominate, and the Senate to confirm.,
all officers whose appointments were not otherwise provided for by the Constitution;
the only exceptions to this rule being the judges of the supreme and inferior courts,
State Treasurer and public printer. But motives of favor to particular persons who were
looked to to hold office under the new government, induced the convention to make excep-
tions in both these cases, which, in the case of appointments to otfice in the hauds of the
Legislature, became the general rule.”

Thus it seems that * the electors of the people were not entrusted with the choice
of State officers other than mentioned ; nor of their judges. either supreme, circuit or
probate ; nor of their prosecuting attorneys, county or eireuit clerks, recorders or justices
of the peace ; the appointment of nearly all of these being vested in the General Assem-
bly, which body was not slow to avail itself of the powers thus conferred to their full
extent.” * * * « The Governor was denied the veto power, but, jointly with
the four Supreme Judges, was constituted a council to revise all bills passed.  For this
purpose the judges were required to attend at the seat of government during the sessions
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of the Legislature, without compensation. If the council of revision, or a majority,
deemed it improper for any bill to become a law, their objections were noted in writing ;
but the bill might, notwithstanding, be passed over their objections, by a majority, and
become a law. While the Executive is commonly a co-ordinate branch of the law-
making power, here he was entirely stripped, and while the judicial department is never
thus vested, here it was clothed with a quas: legislative prerogative.”

Mr. Stuve continues: ¢ The Constitution was about the first organic law of any
State in the Union to abolish imprisonment for debt. It did not prohibit the Legislature
from granting divorces, and this was a fruitful source of legislation, as the old statutes
abundantly testify. But its worst feature, perhaps, was the want of limitation against
the Legislature loaning or pledging the faith and credit of the State in aid of, or to the
undertaking of, any public or private enterprise, or to the aid of individuals, associations
or corporations. The absence of such most necessary limitations, caused her repeated
connections afterwards with banking schemes, and her undertaking the vast system of
internal improvements in 1837, all of which proved detrimental to her credit, harassing
and expensive to her finances, and came near bankrupting and completing her ruin.”

Section eighteen of article two provided that ¢the General Assembly of this State
shall not allow the following officers of the government greater or smaller annual salaries
than as follows, until the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four : the Gover-
nor, one thousand dollars; and the Secretary of State, six hundred dollars.”

Section two of article three: ¢ The first election for governor shall commence on
the third Thursday of September next (1818), and continue for that and the two succeed-
ing days; and the next election shall be held on the first Monday of August, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one. And forever after, elections
for governor shall be held once in four years, on the first Monday of August.”

Section three of the same article: ¢ The first governor shall hold his office until
the first Monday of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
twenty-two, and until another governor shall be elected and qualified to office; and for-
ever after, the governor shall hold his office for the term of four years, and until another
governor shall be elected and qualified, but he shall not be eligible for more than four
years in any term of eight years,” etc.

FIRST ELECTION UNDER THE CONSTITUTION.

Pursuant to section two of article two of the Constitution, the first election for
governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, members of the Senate and House
of Representatives, etc., commenced on the third Thursday of September, 1818, and con-
tinued for two days thereafter.

The poll books of the several voting places in the fifteen organized counties that
made up the State of Illinois at that time, would be interesting now if it were possible
to secure them. But very few, if any, of the voters at that election, are spared to the
present. Almost sixty-seven years have come and gone since the first Territorial Legis-
lature convened at Kaskaskia, and sixty-one years have been engulfed in the vortex of
time since the first State officers were elected, in September, 1818. Since then the people
of the commonwealth have participated in no less than three wars: the Black Hawk war
of 1832, which commenced within the boundaries of the State, the Mexican war, and the
war against the great Southern rebellion, the prolonged and bloody conflict between
Freedom and Slavery, 1861-65.

LINCOLN — GRANT — RAWLINS — DOUGLAS — SHIELDS.

In these sixty-one years this State has given to the parent government one of the
most successful warrior chieftains known to history, and two Presidents,— Lincoln, Free-
dom’s martyr, and U. S. Grant, the honored guest of the crowned heads and titled courts
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of the European and Oriental world. Besides these, others of her sons by birth and
adoption, arose to distinction in home and national councils, and filled places of high
honor and trust as ministers to foreign courts. Douglas, whose memory is dear to every
Illinoisan, if not to every American ; Yates, whose intellect was as exhaustless as the
resources of the great State of his home, and only equalled by his generosity of nature ;
Shields, the hero of two wars, and Senator from three States, Illinois, Minnesota and
Missouri; and John A. Rawlins, the ¢ noblest Roman of them all,”’ who rose from driver
of a coal cart and the pseudonym of ¢ Charcoal Johnny,” to the exalted position of the
nation’s war minister. These are a few, and only a few, of those whose wisdom and
heroic achievements illuminate the pages of history, and render their names immortal
among the great men of earth. They sleep in honored graves, but the memory of their
glorious deeds will live in the hearts of men until time shall end.

And when the nation’s life was imperilled more than two hundred and fifty thousand
men sprang from their prairie homes and ¢ pledged their lives, their fortunes and sacred
honors” in defense of the parent government that fostered and protected the Common-
wealth in its days of territorial dependency. Heroes every one of them, they followed
the bugle’s call wherever and while ever an armed foe appeared. Their dead lie buried
on every battle field. No State in all the freedom-loving North made a grander record
or offered a nobler army of men. Illini — tribe of men, indeed thou art.

Mr. Ford, in his History of Illinois, says in reference to the Constitutional Conven-
tion and its members: ¢ The principal member of it was Elias K. Kane, late a Senator
in Congress, and now deceased, and to whose talents we are mostly indebted for the
peculiar features of the Constitution. Mr. Kane was born in the State of New York,
and was bred to the profession of the law. He removed in early youth to Tennessee,
where he rambled about for some time, and finally settled in the ancient village of Kas-
kaskia, I{linois, about the year 1815, when he was about twenty years of age. His talents
were both solid and brilliant. After being appointed Secretary of State under the new
government, he was elected to the Legislature, from which he was elected, and again
re-elected to the United States Senate. He died a member of that body in the Autumn
of 1835; and in memory of him the county of Kane, on Fox river, was named.”

The following is the act of Congress declaring the admission of the State of Illinois
into the Union:

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assem-
bled, That, whereas, in pursuance of an act of Congress, passed on the eighteenth day of April, one thousand eight
hundred and eighteen, entitled *“ An act to enable the people of Illinois Territory to form a Constitution and State
Government, and for the admission of such State into the Union, on an equal footing with the original